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Reading and Listening and Integrated Skills 

 

1. In Paper 2 and 3, will there be any mark deduction if candidates’ answer exceeds the word limit? 

In English Language Examination, no mark penalty is imposed. Marks are awarded to candidates based on their performance. A ‘word guide’ is given in 

Papers 2 and 3B. No marks will be deducted if candidates write more than the word guide given.  

 

The word guide is designed in order to provide information to candidates regarding the requirements of the task, how best to organise their writing as 

well as giving them guidance as to how much time they should spend on each task. Candidates who write significantly more than the suggested number 

of words may not have time to complete the tasks satisfactorily or spend time in planning their writing or in proofreading what they have written. 

 

2. If candidates are unable to convey all the ideas when adhering to the word guide, will there be any marks deduction? 

Candidates can refer to the marking guidelines, where descriptors are given for each of the three domains, Content, Language and Organisation. If 

candidates write significantly less than the suggested number of words, they may inevitably fall short of fulfilling the task requirements and are unlikely 

to display a range of language at their disposal. 

 

3. Any advice for candidates when writing Papers 1 and 3? If candidates choose B2 in Paper 1 and B1 in Paper 3, how will the grade be adjusted?  

The graded approach is adopted in Papers 1 and 3 in order to cater for the wide range of abilities among the HKDSE candidates. Candidates have to 

attempt Part A and choose to answer either the easier Part B1 or the more difficult Part B2. Candidates attempting Part A and Part B2 will be able to 

attain the full range of possible levels, while Level 4 will be the highest level attainable by candidates attempting Part A and Part B1.  

 

Candidates are advised to decide before the exam which part (B1 or B2) is most suited for them. They should also get advice from their teacher. They 

should consult the descriptors and samples of performance in the standards-referenced reporting (SRR) information package and compare them to their 

own work before deciding which part to attempt. Papers 1 and 3 are graded separately. Candidates can choose to do B2 in Paper 1 and B1 in Paper 3. 

 

Speaking Examination 

 

4. Will the ‘starter’ get higher marks during the group interaction?  

No. Candidates’ performance in the entire group interaction is assessed. 
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5. How can candidates show the examiners their incentive to help non-talkative candidates without looking like they are dominating the group 

interaction? 

Stronger candidates should demonstrate full range of communication strategies in group discussion. If there are some weaker candidates who make little 

contribution, they can encourage these candidates to take part in the discussion by inviting the non-talkative candidates to speak, paraphrasing their 

ideas and use simpler language. By doing these, stronger candidates can show that they try to engage the weaker candidates in the discussion. 

 

6. How to improve the individual presentation skills in speaking examination? 

Candidates at the basic level should focus on the pronunciation of common words and phrases. The candidates at intermediate level are advised to 

practise using intonation to convey their meaning and use wider range of vocabulary and appropriate sentence patterns. Candidates who are proficient 

are advised to improve fluency. They should use different strategies to organise their ideas. Eye contact and body language are also important in 

presentation as they can engage the audience.  

 

7. What is the dress code when candidates attend speaking examination? 

Candidates should wear decent clothes when attending speaking examination. Candidates should refer to their admission form about the provision of  

air-conditioning at the examination centres. They are advised to bring a jacket with them to an air-conditioned examination centre. 

 

8. Will candidates be scored zero marks if they did not attend the speaking examination due to illness on the day? 

Candidates can apply for rescheduling a speaking examination due to illness. They should submit their application within 3 working days (including 

Saturday) after the original examination date and a medical certificate is required. 

 

School-based Assessment (SBA) 

 

9. How to prevent plagiarism in SBA? 

The HKEAA has quality assurance mechanism in place to ensure the integrity of SBA. At the beginning of the course of study, students should be informed 

of what plagiarism is and its serious consequences, as well as how to quote and acknowledge sources properly in their work. Schools should ask their 

students to complete and sign a declaration form at the beginning of each school year in which SBA is undertaken to declare that all SBA 

tasks/assignments to be completed are their own work and agree to adhere to a code of honour in completing the SBA of all subjects. Besides, schools 

are required to submit sample of performances to the HKEAA. These video clips are viewed by District Coordinators or SBA Supervisors and Subject 

Manager. If necessary, District Coordinators or SBA Supervisors also conduct school visits to view more students’ work.  
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10. When can candidates start doing the SBA tasks? 

SBA is arranged by school in S5 and S6. 

 

General Advices 

 

11. In addition to reading newspapers, how can candidates improve their English? 

There are lots of resources on the Internet. Candidates can read and view a range of text types on the Internet. Practice makes perfect. Candidates 

should also practise reading, writing, speaking and listening skills regularly. 

 

12. Is there any recommendation for candidates taking the HKDSE English Language examination? 

Candidates are suggested to sleep early before the day of the examination and stay calm during the examinations. 

 

 

 


