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A. Problem Definition 

1.  Introduction and Literature Review: 

Despite medical advancement, organ transplant has become the only hope for some patients 

with organ failure in order to live on. However, due to organ shortage, more than 2000 local 

patients waiting desperately, some even would die before the right organ matches.
1
 To 

shorten patients' waiting time for organ transplant, the government encourages us to sign up 

as a donor and bring new lives to recipients. 

 

In November 2008, The Department of Health established the Centralised Organ Donation 

Register to make it more convenient for people to register their wishes to donate organs after 

death.
2
 The organ donation card is another way for potential donors to sign up. Regarding the 

two methods of registrations above, it is a must for donors to tell their families about their 

wishes. Without their permissions, organ transplant cannot be conducted. 

 

Throughout the years, for example, in April 2016, the government set up the Committee on 

Promotion of Organ Donation to further promote public awareness of organ donation.
3
 In 

June 2016, ‘Organ Donation Promotion Charter’ was introduced by the government to garner 

public support towards organ donation.
4
 However, the effectiveness of them are under 

questions. 

 

Some expertise have much opinions on the organ donation system implemented in Hong 

Kong. Actually, Hong Kong has long adopted the ‘opt-in’ system and citizens have to sign up 

for organ donation, or else their organs will not be used for transplants after their death.
5
 

                                                
1 ‘Hong Kong to discuss organ donation opt-out scheme following death of girl awaiting double lung transplant’ 

(http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/1865361/hong-kong-discuss-organ-

donation-opt-out-scheme, last access date: 9th October 2016)  
2 Centralised Organ Donation Register  

(https://www.codr.gov.hk/codr/Internet.jsf, last access date: 10th October 2016)  
3 Organ Donation Promotion Charter  

(http://www.organdonation.gov.hk/eng/charter.html, last access date: 9th October 2016) 
4  Letter of Organ Donation Promotion Campaign 

(https://www.organdonation.gov.hk/resources/LetterofOrganDonationPromotionCampaignEng.pdf, last access 

date: 12th October 2016)  
5 Research Brief Issue No. 5  

http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/1865361/hong-kong-discuss-organ-donation-opt-out-scheme
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/1865361/hong-kong-discuss-organ-donation-opt-out-scheme
https://www.codr.gov.hk/codr/Internet.jsf
http://www.organdonation.gov.hk/eng/charter.html
https://www.organdonation.gov.hk/resources/LetterofOrganDonationPromotionCampaignEng.pdf
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However, Spain and Malta, where ‘opt-out’ system is adopted, yield high donor rates as ‘opt-

out’ strategies treat everyone as a willing donor unless they have refused to donate their 

organs beforehand.
6
 Both ‘opt-in’ and ‘opt-out’ strategies allow individuals to determine 

what happens to their cadaveric organs; the difference between them is the ‘default’ treatment 

of someone who has expressed no wish either way.
7
 Hence, ‘opt-out’ strategies are often 

called ‘presumed consent’. Although some professionals claim that putting organ donation 

into legislation completely violates basic human rights, it is clear that the different approach 

adopted by European countries has a more significant and noticeable effect. 

 

Obviously, there are lots of rooms for improvement regarding the current situation of organ 

donation in Hong Kong. Putting this issue on the table of legislation may be an effective way 

to boost donation rates. However, it may be the biggest challenge ever to balance opinions 

between different stakeholders on this debatable issue, in order to find out the most possible 

way to tackle organ shortage. 

 

2.  Research Objective: 

The purpose of the study is to investigate the feasibility of putting organ donation into 

legislation under social, cultural and moral considerations. 

 

3.  Focus Questions: 

3.1 What are the causes of considering introducing ‘opt-out’ legislation for organ donation? 

How is it related to the current situation of organ transplant in Hong Kong?  

 

3.2 What are the factors leading to the low organ donation rate in Hong Kong? Are there any 

social, cultural and moral constraints behind when we made a judgment to become a donor?   

 

3.3 Is putting organ donation into legislation an effective and moral way to cope with this 

                                                                                                                                                  
(http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-

e.pdf, last access date: 20th October 2016)  

 
6 El Médico Interactivo - Spain has the highest rate of donation of deceased people's organs in Europe 

(https://ec.europa.eu/health//sites/health/files/blood_tissues_organs/docs/ev_20141126_art06_en.pdf, last access 

date: 20th April 2017) 
7 Ben Saunders, Organ Donation: Opt In and Opt Out Strategies (University of Stirling, 2012) 

http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-e.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-e.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/blood_tissues_organs/docs/ev_20141126_art06_en.pdf
Colin
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situation?   

 

4.  Significance and justification of the issue 

The current situation of organ donation in Hong Kong is pessimistic. According to the 

Department of Health, organs and tissues can be donated after death are kidney, liver, heart, 

lung, heart-lung, cornea, bone and skin. In 2007, there were only a total of 351 organs and 

tissues donated, in which no more than 200 organs and tissues were donated per type. Within 

9 years, the total was increased by 11.6%. However, latest statistics updated that up to 31
st
 

December 2015, there are 2456 patients waiting for transplantation under Hong Kong 

Hospital Authority. Shockingly, the number of people waiting is 5.544 times the number of 

organs and tissues donated.
8
 Even Professor Chan See-ching, chief of liver transplantation at 

Queen Mary Hospital, described the trend as ‘extremely worrying’. He estimated that at least 

50% of those patients would die on the waiting list within one year.
9
 

 

With reference to statistics shown by Hospital Authority, as at 19
th
 August 2016, there are 

now 216,296 registrations recorded in the Centralised Organ Donation Register, which out of 

a population of 7.24 million
10

 According to the International Registry on Organ Donation and 

Transplantation, there were only 39 deceased donors in Hong Kong last year, which equates 

to 5.4 per million of population, is hardly impressive.
11

 

 

However, organ donation is more important than many of us realize, especially for the 

society’s public health. Thousands of lives will be improved through cornea and tissue 

transplants that can help them see better, move better, and live better. ‘Opt-out’ legislation is 

the only way to effectively expand the number of organs available for transplantation. Hence, 

a comprehensive organ donation system is one of the most essential elements contributing to 

public health. 

                                                
8 Milestones of Hong Kong Organ Transplantation  

(http://www.organdonation.gov.hk/eng/statistics.html, last access date: 30th April 2017) 
9 Dr. Chan See-ching: Honorary Consultant in General Surgery, Honorary Clinical Professor, Department of 

Surgery (HKU) Specialist in General Surgery 
10 Stuart Heaver, ‘Shameful organ-donation rates push Hong Kong to excel in groundbreaking transplant 

surgery’, Post Magazine, September 2015, vol.200, no.1, pp.10 
11 Lives on the line: Hongkongers die waiting for an organ donor with a big heart 

(http://www.scmp.com/news/article/1880703/matter-life-and-death-and-donors-dilemmas-facing-solutions-

hong-kongs-low-organ, last access date: 30th August 2017) 

 

http://www.organdonation.gov.hk/eng/statistics.html
http://www.scmp.com/news/article/1880703/matter-life-and-death-and-donors-dilemmas-facing-solutions-hong-kongs-low-organ
http://www.scmp.com/news/article/1880703/matter-life-and-death-and-donors-dilemmas-facing-solutions-hong-kongs-low-organ
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Therefore, it may be reasonable that some people consider the organ donation system in 

Hong Kong as a failure compared to other more-developed countries. In this report, the 

feasibility of consulting ‘opt-out’ system will be studied. It’s time to boost the low organ 

donation rate and deal with organ shortage. More importantly, the government should find an 

effective way to raise public awareness about organ donation and have a shot in Hong Kong 

citizens’ arms. 

  

Colin
In Part A, the candidate offered comprehensive background for the issue being enquired into, including the urgency of the problem, measures adopted by the government in the past decade to address the issue, different measures adopted by other countries, the two mainstream options available, and the significance of the issue. Focus questions were highly relevant to the enquiry and the scope of study was clearly stated in terms of social, cultural and moral considerations.



Page 7 
 

B. Relevant Concepts and Knowledge/Facts/ Data 

1.  Application of relevant concepts and knowledge 

Quality of life: It refers to individuals’ subjective level of satisfaction in relation to both 

material and spiritual life.
12

 According to the EIU Index for quality of life, health is an 

important part of people’s expectation of acceptable standard of life.
13

 However, organ 

shortage in Hong Kong is putting patients’ lives at risk. Therefore, the government should 

consider solutions, whatever possible, to cope with this pessimistic situation. 

 

Public Health: Public health is defined as the science of increasing the health and safety of 

communities through policy-making and research methods.
14

 In order to investigate possible 

ways to improve public health in Hong Kong, the feasibility of putting organ donation into 

legislation will be analyzed in the report. 

 

Legislation: Legislation is the act or process of making or enacting laws.
15

 Making legal 

framework is one of the most effective ways to regulate and restrict. However, when it links 

to the implementation of ‘opt-out’ system, the feasibility of it is being questioned.  

 

Social responsibilities: Individuals are accountable for fulfilling their civic duty.
16

 Some 

individuals become a donor as they feel it is their social responsibility to help others 

survive.
17

 It is a push when we are struggling about donating organs.  

 

Bodily integrity: It is the inviolability of the physical body and emphasizes the importance 

of personal autonomy over our own bodies.
18

 Some people see taking out someone’s organs 

after they die without their permissions as a violation of bodily autonomy
19

. Therefore, moral 

considerations are debatable in this issue.  

                                                
12 New Horizon Liberal Studies: Hong Kong Today Book 1 (Hong Kong Educational Publishing Co., 2016) 
13 ‘The Economist Intelligence Unit’s quality-of-life index’, The Economist Intelligence, January 2005, vol.196, 

no.1, pp.1-4 
14 UMD School of Public Health (http://sph.umd.edu/, last access date: 25th April 2017) 
15 Dictionary (© Vocabulary.com, last access date: 25th April 2017) 
16 Pachamama Alliance  

(https://www.pachamama.org/social-justice/social-responsibility-and-ethics, last access date: 3rd March 2017) 
17 Words from Celebrities: Sarah Lee, CHP, Department of Health, November 2016 
18 Jeffrey M. Shaman, The Right of Bodily Integrity (Oxford Scholarship, 2008) 
19 城市論壇：論題: 等候器官年復年 制度文化點改變？(4:40-7:56) 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBcgvhKIbBg, last access date: 30th August 2017) 

http://sph.umd.edu/
https://www.vocabulary.com/terms/
https://www.pachamama.org/social-justice/social-responsibility-and-ethics
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBcgvhKIbBg
Colin
a little too brief

Colin
show consideration; conscious effort to explain the relevance to the enquiry

Colin
Credible sources used; clear annotation
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Ethical Dilemma: The definition of ethical dilemma is a choice between two options, both of 

which will bring a negative result based on personal guidelines.
20

 Psychologists often 

consider organ donation an ethical dilemma -- Transplants save and transform lives; but the 

only way to get an organ is to take it from someone else, no matter dead or alive. Ethical 

dilemma is therefore one of the moral considerations. 

 

Medical reform: It means any major health policy creations or changes like governmental 

policy that affects health care delivery.
21

 Professionals often consider carrying out ‘opt-out’ 

system as a healthcare reform. Indeed, Hong Kong has to face lots of challenges ahead like 

the discussions among different stakeholders during the stage of legislation. The coming 

challenges and opportunities will be discussed later. 

 

Globalisation: The world becomes increasingly interconnected as a result of massive trading 

and cultural exchange.
22

 Due to technological advancement in transplantation, there is an 

unstoppable demand of organs worldwide which leads to the rise of illegal black markets.
23

 

So, the government should consider putting organ donation into legislation to tackle with it. 

 

2. Methodology: 

2.1 Both qualitative and quantitative research methods were employed in this study.   

 

2.2 Primary data was collected through survey.  The key target respondents are Hong Kong 

citizens like teenagers, adults, and the elderly. It is essential to collect data from every 

generation, as different age groups of people grew up in a distinct background and their 

opinions towards one issue will be easily affected by their unique upbringings. Professionals 

are also the target respondents, so to collect in-depth opinions regarding ‘opt-out’ legislation. 

                                                
20 Karen Allen, ‘Social Work Ethics’, the New Social Worker, January 2012, vol.215, no.1, pp.10 
21 A New ‘Definition’ For Health Care Reform from Kaiser Health News 

(http://www.scmp.com/news/article/1880703/matter-life-and-death-and-donors-dilemmas-facing-solutions-

hong-kongs-low-organ, last access date: 28th August 2017) 
22 BBC Bitesize  

(http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zdctyrd/revision, last access date: 25th August 2017)  
23 Documentary: Bloody Organ Harvesting in China (4:99-6:09) 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mMytsQsCjH0, last access date: 24th August 2017) 

http://www.scmp.com/news/article/1880703/matter-life-and-death-and-donors-dilemmas-facing-solutions-hong-kongs-low-organ
http://www.scmp.com/news/article/1880703/matter-life-and-death-and-donors-dilemmas-facing-solutions-hong-kongs-low-organ
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zdctyrd/revision
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mMytsQsCjH0
Colin
Sampling method?



Page 9 
 

 

 

Male: Female ratio : 50% : 50% 

 

 

 

Age Frequency Percent 

 

 18 or below 50 25.3 

19-29 24 12.1 

30-39 24 12.1 

40-49 24 12.1 

50-59 26 13.1 

60-69 26 13.1 

70 or above 24 12.1 

Total 198 100.0 

For detailed profile of the survey, please refer to Appendix I. 

 

In overall, the age and gender distribution are well-balanced in order to reach a broader base 

for this social issue.  

 

2.3 Secondary data was collected through news articles, documentaries and research reports. 

 

 

 

 

50% 

(Female: 99) 

50% 

(Male: 99) 

12.1% 

13.1% 

13.1% 

12.1% 12.1% 

12.1% 

25.3%

%%% 

Colin
In Part B, key concepts selected were also highly relevant, and explanations on how they would be used were also provided, though some were a bit too brief. The research method was also clearly explained, but it would have been helpful if the sampling method had been described.
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Part C In-depth Explanation of the Issue 

 

Focus question 1: What are the causes of considering introducing ‘opt-out’ legislation for 

organ donation? How is it related to the current situation of organ transplant in Hong Kong?  

 

1.  Bridging the gap between expectations and reality 

Question 1: Are you willing to register as an organ donor? 

Answer Frequency Percent 

 Yes 98 49.5 

No 100 50.5 

Total 198 100.0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Studies suggested that the percentages of respondents willing or unwilling to register as an 

organ donor are similar. 98 respondents are willing to donate their organs after death. The 

number of respondents who are unwilling to register is only two more than those who are 

consenting to donate.  

 

Colin
Clear use of tables & charts
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From the research done by Dr. Lee Wai-Chuen, the proportion of older potential donor (>60 

years old) in the refusal group is only 13.6% higher than that of consent group.
24

 In 2015, a 

survey conducted by the Department of Health indicates that 65% of Hong Kong people are 

willing to donate their organs. It implies that the donation rate must not be as low as 5.8 

donors per million people in Hong Kong. Is there a gap between expectations and reality? 

 

Question 6: I know clearly about the organ donation system adopted in 

Hong Kong. 

Answer Frequency Percent 

V

a

l

i

d 

Strongly Disagree 43 21.7 

Disagree 17 8.6  

Slightly Disagree 17 8.6  

Slightly Agree 46 23.2  

Agree 36 18.2  

Strongly Agree 39 19.7  

Total 198 100.0  

 

Question 7: I understand the current situation of organ donation in Hong 

Kong. 

Answer Frequency Percent 

 

 

V

a

l

i

d 

Strongly Disagree 30 15.2 

Disagree 15 7.6 

Slightly Disagree 16 8.1 

Slightly Agree 57 28.8 

Agree 50 25.3 

Strongly Agree 30 15.2  

Total 198 100.0  

 

From the data above, respondents who think that they do not know clearly about the current 

organ donation system adopted accounts for nearly 40% of the total. About one-fourth of the 

respondents slightly agree with the statement ‘I know clearly about the organ donation 

system adopted in Hong Kong’. On the other hand, around 30% of respondents strongly 

                                                
24 Lee Wai-chuen, Raymond, The change of attitudes towards organ donation in Hong Kong (the University of 

Hong Kong, 2012) 

Colin
Supported with secondary sources

Colin
Short round-up
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disagree, disagree or slightly disagree that they understand the current situation of organ 

donation, which is hardly impressive. 

 

However, nearly 40% of the respondents received university education. More than 60% of 

them received doctoral or professional degree programs. So, the results of the survey reflect a 

pessimistic situation – did Hong Kong citizens embrace their social responsibilities to care 

about the society, and, is the Organ Donation Promotion Charter enough to educate them on 

the urgency of organ shortage? 

 

According to Darley and Latané in 1968, bystanders in emergencies typically want to 

intervene but often find themselves frozen to help.
25

 In light of a faculty research working 

papers series done by Harvard University, the reasons behind the gigantic gap between 

expectations and reality of the organ donations mainly due to bystander non-intervention: 
26

 

 

Argument Bystander non-intervention 

Explanations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Darley and Latané explained that pluralistic ignorance created a societal illusion – 

people might defer the social responsibility to someone else in the group assuming 

with such a large group of people, certainly there’s someone here to help.
27

 We are 

less likely to take actions in a situation where help is needed.
28

 Hong Kong is has a 

tremendous population of 739.6 million.
29

 Our strong sense of social responsibility of 

being a donor is hence reduced due to this phenomenon. Citizens may not recognize 

the urgency of organ shortage as the presence of others tends to inhibit helping. 

 

                                                
25 Latané and Darley attributed the bystander effect to the perceived diffusion of responsibility and social 

influence. It originated from Genovese‘s case in which Genovese was stabbed to death outside her apartment 

while bystanders who observed the crime did not step in to assist or call the police. 
26 Faculty Research: Global Bystander Non-intervention: Cross-level Insights on Cross-national Helping  

(https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/global-bystander-non-intervention-cross-level-insights-cross-

national-helping, last access date: 1st September, 2017) 
27 Scott O. Lilienfeld, Psychology from Inquiry to Understanding (e-Street Sales, 2010) 
28 Bystander effect and Behavior  

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=175ig2I9rt0, last access date: 1st September, 2017) 
29 Hong Kong Population - Census and Statistics Department  

(https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/hkstat/sub/so20.jsp, last access date: 1st September, 2017) 

 

https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/global-bystander-non-intervention-cross-level-insights-cross-national-helping
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/publications/global-bystander-non-intervention-cross-level-insights-cross-national-helping
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=175ig2I9rt0
https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/hkstat/sub/so20.jsp
Colin
Mis-use of tables?
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In order to narrow the gap between expectations and reality, Dr. Ko Wing-man said that 

“there is a need for us to consider more serious measures, including the possibility of 

introducing ‘opt-out’ legislation” to boost the organ donation rate.
30

 

2. ‘Opt-out’ legislation is the most effective way to cope with organ shortage

Question 13: It can help save lives. 

From the figure, majority of respondents slightly agree, agree or strongly 

agree that ‘opt-out’ legislation can help save lives.
31

 

30 Hong Kong’s Information Services Department 
(http://www.news.gov.hk/en/categories/health/html/2017/03/20170319_142740.shtml, last access date: 19th

March 2017) 
31“Opt-out’ legislation is the best of the worst among all the possible solutions to the problem of organ shortage 

in Hong Kong” – said by a 50-year-old respondent on 22nd March 2017. 

Strongly 
Disagree 11.1%

%
Disagree 8.1% 

Slightly Disagree 14.1%

%

Slightly Agree 27.8%

%

Agree 20.2%

%

Strongly Agree 18.7%

%

http://www.news.gov.hk/en/categories/health/html/2017/03/20170319_142740.shtml
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Question 14: It is more effective than public education and promotion in boosting organ 

donations. 

From the data above, more than 63% of respondents think that ‘opt-out’ legislation is more 

effective than education and promotion in boosting organ donations. ‘Opt-out’ legislation is a 

typical example of a hard measure, as every citizen is treated as a donor unless they 

specifically refuse. So, it is suggested that most of the Hong Kong citizens are willing to trust 

the ‘opt-out’ system, as they believe that hard measures are more rewarding than the soft ones: 

Date June 2016 

Details The government introduced the ‘Organ Donation Promotion Charter’ and invited various 

organisations to become signatories and thus signifying their support.
32

 It also invited 

celebrities such as artist Miriam Yeung to host the ‘Say Yes to Organ Donation’ activity, so to 

further amplify the promotional effect.
33

 It shows that the government is determined enough to 

increase the number of potential donors. 

32 Organ Donation Promotion Charter 

(https://www.organdonation.gov.hk/eng/charter.html, last access date: 2nd  March) 
33 Words from Celebrities 

(http://www.organdonation.gov.hk/eng/appeals.html, last access date: 2nd  March) 

Slightly Agree 31.3%

%

Agree 18.2%

%

Strongly 
Agree 
13.6%

%

Strongly 
Disagree 
10.1%

%

Slightly Disagree 10.6%

%

Disagree 16.2%
%

https://www.organdonation.gov.hk/eng/charter.html
http://www.organdonation.gov.hk/eng/appeals.html
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However, the shortage of organs still triggers intense discussions about the ways to boost 

organ donations. From the research issued by the Legislative Council Secretariats, in 2015, 

the average waiting time for kidneys was 51 months.
34

 Indeed, patients who are entering end-

stage renal failure are desperately waiting for the right organ matches.  

Therefore, the effectiveness of education and promotion comes under questions. Meanwhile, 

by comparing the consent rates in European countries, the startling contrast suggests that 

‘opt-out’ legislation is the most effective way to cope with organ shortage: 
35

  

Source Psychologists Eric Johnson and Dan Goldstein 

Details In countries such as Austria, laws make organ donation the default option at the time of 

death, so people must explicitly ‘opt-out’ of organ donation. In Austria, nearly 98% of 

people donate their organs.
36

 Yet in countries such as U.S. and Germany, people must 

explicitly ‘opt-in’ if they want to donate their organs when they die. In these opt-in 

countries, fewer than 15% of people donate their organs.
37

 It shows that the choice of opting-

in or opting-out is a major factor. 

34 Research Office – Research Brief Issue No. 5 (2015 – 2016) 

(http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-

e.pdf, last access day: 7th August, 2017)
35 Psychology and Psychologists

(https://www.amazon.com/Psychology-Inquiry-Understanding-Books-Carte/dp/0205960057, 2nd  September, 

2017) 
36 Opting in vs. Opting Out 

(https://faculty.chicagobooth.edu/richard.thaler/research/pdf/NYT09-27-2009.pdf, last access day: 7tth August, 
2017) 
37 "Opt Out" Policies Increase Organ Donation 

(https://sparq.stanford.edu/solutions/opt-out-policies-increase-organ-donation, last access date: 2nd  September, 

2017) 

http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-e.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-e.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Psychology-Inquiry-Understanding-Books-Carte/dp/0205960057
https://faculty.chicagobooth.edu/richard.thaler/research/pdf/NYT09-27-2009.pdf
https://sparq.stanford.edu/solutions/opt-out-policies-increase-organ-donation
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Focus question 2: What are the factors leading to the low organ donation rate in Hong Kong? 

Are there any social, cultural and moral constraints behind when we made a judgment to 

become a donor? 

Question 2: Family disapproval. 

Answer Frequency Percent 

V

a

l

i

d

Strongly Disagree 25 12.6 

Disagree 12 6.1 

Slightly Disagree 18 9.1 

Slightly Agree 47 23.7 

Agree 62 31.3 

Strongly Agree 34 17.2 

Total 198 100.0 

2.1) Family Disapproval 

72.2% of respondents agreed that family disapproval was the main constraint behind when 

they made a judgment to become a donor. It is suggested that the role of family in decision-

making process is critical: 
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Source A research issued by Panel on Health Services 

Details About 50% of family members of the deceased rejected to donate his or her organs, as 

around one-third of them are unable to affirm the deceased’s wish.
38

 Traditional  

Chinese beliefs always place a strong emphasis on respecting the feelings of friends, and 

most importantly, our family.
39

 At present, Hong Kong adopts an opt-in system which the 

decision to donate after death ultimately rests with the family members of the deceased 

donor and the donation will not proceed if they object.
40

 Therefore, it is important to express 

your wish to your family before death. 

Live donor Momo Cheng Hoi-yan, once couldn’t reach a consensus with her parents, before 

stepping forward and gave two-thirds of her liver to a total stranger.
41

 After surgery recovery, 

she told reporters that she had no regrets, and would do it again if she had a choice.
42

 

However, Cheng’s father didn’t allow her to undergo the living-donor transplant at the very 

beginning. It’s hard to reach a consensus about being a donor with your family, as no one 

wants his or her family members to bear the risk of adverse outcomes of any surgery. 

38 Panel on Health Services (Agenda) 8 February 2010 

(http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr09-10/english/panels/hs/agenda/hs20100208.htm, last access date: 20th April 2017) 
39 Proper Character and Behavior 

(https://chinaculturecorner.com/2013/06/05/proper-character-in-china/, last access date: 25th April 2017) 
40 Research Office – Research Brief Issue No. 5 (2015 – 2016) 

(http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-

e.pdf, last access day: 7th August, 2017)
41 Hong Kong mother brought back from brink by liver donation – SCMP

(http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/2089194/hong-kong-mother-brought-back-

brink-liver-donation, last access date: 20th April 2017) 
42 No regrets for life-saving liver donor, RTHK, April 2017  

http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr09-10/english/panels/hs/agenda/hs20100208.htm
https://chinaculturecorner.com/2013/06/05/proper-character-in-china/
http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-e.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-e.pdf
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/2089194/hong-kong-mother-brought-back-brink-liver-donation
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/2089194/hong-kong-mother-brought-back-brink-liver-donation


Page 18 

Question 3: I do not want my body cut up or disfigured. 

2.2) Chinese Culture 

Around 47% of the respondents think that ‘I do not want my body cut up or disfigured’ is not 

the major consideration of organ donation. 

A taboo is an inhibition resulting from social custom.
43

 The idea of wholeness, meaning that 

our body needs to be ‘whole’ to go to heaven, is particularly vital in most Asian cultures. 

Therefore, organ donation, the taboo, is deemed as invasive to have organs removed from a 

body after death. Some of the Hong Kong people respect this concept as the body also takes 

part in traditional ceremonial funerals that places emphasis on wholeness.
44

 

Question 4: This is against my religion. 

Answer Frequency Percent 

V

a

l

i

d

Strongly Disagree 49 24.7 

Disagree 16 8.1 

Slightly Disagree 28 14.1 

Slightly Agree 36 18.2 

Agree 43 21.7 

Strongly Agree 26 13.1 

Total 198 100.0 

43 Dictionary (© Vocabulary.com, last access date: 25th April 2017) 
44 Christopher Taylor Barry - Transplant and Organ Donation Awareness 

(http://www.livercancergenomics.com/, last access date: 23rd August 2017) 

Strongly 
Disagree 

7.1% 

Disagree 11.1%

Agree 
20.2% 

Slightly 
Agree 
20.7% 

Strongly 
Agree 
12.1%

Slightly 
Disagree 
28.8% 

https://www.vocabulary.com/terms/
http://www.livercancergenomics.com/
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An organ donation case made headlines earlier in April 2017 when Momo Cheng gave a total 

stranger two-thirds of her liver.
45

 In Asia, it’s easy for people who donated his or her organ 

made to the news. It is still culturally unusual to majority of Chinese. 

Around 53% of respondents agreed that organ donation violates their religion. Respondents 

who strongly disagree that organ donation is against their religion even accounts for nearly 

one-fourth of the total.  

Buddhism is a dominant religion in Asia and Buddhists believe that people who died would 

have a second life if they died in one piece.
46

 Therefore, Alison Smith, vice president of 

Organ & Tissue Donor Network, points out that religious culture is the main obstacle 

hindering us from becoming an organ donor, as different individuals in the society have their 

own religious beliefs.  

2.3) Lack of Trust in the Healthcare System 

Question 5: Lack of trust in the healthcare system. 

Answer Frequency Percent 

V

a

l

i

d

Strongly Disagree 38 19.2 

Disagree 50 25.3 

Slightly Disagree 28 14.1 

Slightly Agree 33 16.7 

Agree 26 13.1 

Strongly Agree 23 11.6 

Total 198 100.0 

41.4% of respondents oppose organ donation due to a lack of trust in the medical system. 

Myths even persist that doctors will not try very hard to save them if they are an organ donor: 

45 Hong Kong mother brought back from brink by liver donation 
(http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/2089194/hong-kong-mother-brought-back-

brink-liver-donation, last access date: 26th August 2017) 
46 Christopher Taylor Barry - Transplant and Organ Donation Awareness  

(http://www.livercancergenomics.com/, last access date: 23rd August 2017) 

http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/2089194/hong-kong-mother-brought-back-brink-liver-donation
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/2089194/hong-kong-mother-brought-back-brink-liver-donation
http://www.livercancergenomics.com/
Colin
another perspective for reference
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Medical blunders in Hong Kong 

Examples In July 2015, a mistake at Tuen Mun Hospital affected nearly 10,000 elderly patients. 

9443 people aged 60 or older had their liver test results wrongly interpreted for two 

years.
47

 In 2011, a university student sued the authority because a doctor accidently 

made a hole in his heart, and the mistake wasn’t fixed until 12 years later, leaving him 

with the fitness of a 50-year-old man. In 2014, 17 patients even got the wrong 

treatment at United Christian Hospital. The following month, a 92-year-old 

woman died after a feeding tube was mistakenly put in her lung.
48

 As reported in 

January 2015, the number of serious medical incidents jumped to a new high of 49.
49

 

Hong Kong citizens therefore lose confidence in the management culture of the 

healthcare system. 

Moreover, human resources of the current system are stretched to the limit. Government 

reports warn that Hong Kong's doctor shortage will not ease until 2020.
50

 Currently, ninety 

per cent of patients use public hospitals, but they employ just 40 per cent of doctors.
51

 Hong 

Kong people begin to lose trust in the medical system as human resources are unable to 

support and deliver quality and quantity service. 

47 A brief history of Hong Kong's medical blunders 

(http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/1842772/brief-history-hong-kongs-medical-

blunders, last access date: 22nd July 2017) 
48 Medical blunders at Hong Kong hospitals point to overstretched public health care system 

(http://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/2094824/medical-blunders-hong-kong-hospitals-point-

overstretched, last access date:18th May 2017) 
49 Medical blunder linked to patient overload in Hong Kong public health care sector 

(http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/2093838/medical-blunder-linked-patient-

overload-hong-kong, last access date: 10th May 2017) 
50 Hong Kong's doctor shortage will not ease until 2020: government report  

(http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1728880/plan-increase-medical-school-places-beat-chronic-
doctor-shortage, last access date: 4 March, 2017) 
51 Chronic shortage of doctors in Hong Kong will not be resolved for years, report warns  

(http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1567939/pressure-more-foreign-doctors-meet-chronic-shortage-

hong-kong, last access date: 7 August 2017) 

http://www.scmp.com/article/978259/student-sues-over-hole-left-heart
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1585773/elderly-woman-dies-hong-kong-after-feeding-tube-mistakenly-inserted?page=all
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/1842772/brief-history-hong-kongs-medical-blunders
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/1842772/brief-history-hong-kongs-medical-blunders
http://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/2094824/medical-blunders-hong-kong-hospitals-point-overstretched
http://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/2094824/medical-blunders-hong-kong-hospitals-point-overstretched
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/2093838/medical-blunder-linked-patient-overload-hong-kong
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/2093838/medical-blunder-linked-patient-overload-hong-kong
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1728880/plan-increase-medical-school-places-beat-chronic-doctor-shortage
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1728880/plan-increase-medical-school-places-beat-chronic-doctor-shortage
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1567939/pressure-more-foreign-doctors-meet-chronic-shortage-hong-kong
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/article/1567939/pressure-more-foreign-doctors-meet-chronic-shortage-hong-kong
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Focus question 3: Is putting organ donation into legislation an effective and moral way to 

cope with this situation?  

Question 10: It violates the nature of voluntarily donation. 

Answer Frequency Percent 

Slightly Agree 74 37.4 

Agree 75 37.9 

Strongly Agree 49 24.7 

Total 198 100.0 

Question 9: Basic human rights are violated by this system. 

Slightly 
Agree 
30.3% 

Strongly 
Disagree 
16.2% 

Disagree 8.1%

Strongly 
Agree 
17.2% 

Slightly Disagree 4%
Agree 
24.2% 
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Question 11: It opens to abuse, with the possibility of death being 

hastened to secure an organ needed by some other patient. 

Question 12: Organ removal without our expressed wish is disrespectful 

and distressing for the deceased and his or her family. 

Answer Frequency Percent 

V

a

l

i

d

Strongly Disagree 27 13.6 

Disagree 32 16.2 

Slightly Disagree 39 19.7 

Slightly Agree 31 15.7 

Agree 27 13.6 

Strongly Agree 42 21.2 

Total 198 100.0 

Strongly 
Agree 
12.1% 

Strongly 
Disagree 
23.7% 

Slightly 
Disagree 
22.7% 

Slightly 
Agree 
12.1% 

Disagree 10.6% 

Agree 
18.7% 
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It is concluded from questions 9-12 that about 60% of respondents agree that moral and 

social factors are their major constraints when they are thinking about the effectiveness of 

‘opt-out’ legislation: 

3.1) Strengthening Social Responsibility 

Stakeholder Arguments 

Mr. Chak 

Wai-leung, 

President of Hong 

Kong Society of 

Transplantation 

He commented that ‘opt-out’ legislation implies the embracement of social 

responsibilities, which is totally different from that of ‘opt-in’.
52

 ‘Opt-in’ strategies 

emphasize bodily autonomy and the nature of voluntarily donation. However, ‘opt-

out’ system would turn organ donation into a civic responsibility.
53

 Social 

responsibility is an ethical theory, in which individuals are accountable for 

fulfilling their civic duty.
54

 So, ‘opt-out’ system enables us to see it in the light of a 

social duty. 

Dr Cheung 170,000 people register to become donors every year, with only 5.8 in every 

52 城市論壇：論題: 等候器官年復年 制度文化點改變？(5:54-6:10) 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBcgvhKIbBg, last access date: 10 September 2017) 
53 Alvin Kor, ‘Organ donation opt-out scheme may save lives’, Young Reporter Magazine, January 2016, 
vol.109, no.1, pp.10 
54 Social Responsibility and Ethics - Pachamama Alliance 

(https://www.pachamama.org/social-justice/social-responsibility-and-ethics, last access date: 10 September 

2017) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBcgvhKIbBg
https://www.pachamama.org/social-justice/social-responsibility-and-ethics
Colin
mis-use of tables
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Wai-lun, Hospital 

Authority Director 

of Cluster 

Services 

million people donating in 2015. Therefore, Cheung said the problem of organ 

donation was not technical but societal, due to a lack of social commitment among 

Hong Kong people. 

Given the urgency, ‘opt-out’ legislation helps change our attitude towards organ donation. We 

are encouraged to have a ‘civic duty of beneficence’ that includes supplying organs for which 

you have no further use - not as a donor who makes a voluntary gift, but as a citizen, paying dues 

owed to the community.
55

 Indeed, our urgency for solving organ shortage is still growing. Hence, 

citizens’ mutual obligation should be enhanced. ‘Opt-out’ legislation is therefore first and 

foremost. 

3.2) Violates Basic Human Rights 

‘After the implementation of ‘opt-out’ system, many citizens will doubt whether it is a 

totalitarian system or not,’ Dr. Edward Leong, the former chairman of the Hospital Authority 

said.
56

 Article 28 of the Basic Law stated that the freedom of the person of Hong Kong residents 

shall be inviolable. Torture or unlawful deprivation of the life of any resident shall be 

prohibited.
57

 Therefore, ‘opt-out’ system violates our human rights as one cannot assume that 

everyone is willing to donate their organs without addressing their full concerns: 

Argument Consent reflects the autonomy of the individual 

Details By their very nature, ‘opt-out’ schemes presume consent for the majority; individuals 

who choose to opt-out can exercise their autonomy, but for those who do not, their 

consent is passively obtained. This means that this new system essentially involves the 

taking of organs without any consent at all.
58

 Therefore, it is argued that the government 

55 Joanne Jacobs, Organ Donation: Gift, Or a Debt to the Community? 

(http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1992-12-31/news/9204280820_1_donor-card-organ-donation-transplants, 
last access date: 30 August 2017) 
56 鏗鏘集: 命懸一念 (17:01-17:33), TVB, February 2016 
57 Chapter III: Fundamental Rights and Duties of the Residents 
(http://www.basiclaw.gov.hk/en/basiclawtext/images/basiclaw_full_text_en.pdf, last access date: 30 August 

2017) 
58 Kirstie Shearman, Opting Out of Organ Donation: A Legal and Ethical Analysis (University of Southampton, 

2015) 

http://articles.chicagotribune.com/1992-12-31/news/9204280820_1_donor-card-organ-donation-transplants
http://www.basiclaw.gov.hk/en/basiclawtext/images/basiclaw_full_text_en.pdf
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ought to ask us for consent and should not fall on individuals to refuse. The government 

does not have the right to consent on our behalf. Otherwise, no ‘donation’ is involved 

because no consent is given. 

Hence, silence cannot amount to consent in the society. ‘Opt-out’ system amounts to the 

taking, not giving, of organs. It causes more distress for families at a time they’re already 

dealing with the death of a loved one. It’s cruel to see their bodies being harvested. 

3.3) Improve Public Health 

‘Opt-out’ system increases the efficiency of the organ matching process. In Hong Kong, only 75% of 

the patients are fit for operations.
59

 When matching organs from deceased donors to patients on the 

waiting list, factors like body size, severity of patient's medical condition, distance between the donor's 

hospital and the patient's hospital, and the patient's waiting time are taken into considerations.
60 The 

time of the organ matching process will be shortened if the number of donors increases, as the 

availability of donor organs remains the biggest challenge to organ transplant in Hong Kong. 

Therefore, in medical perspective, ‘opt-out’ system helps improve survival chances: 

There are currently more than 7000 patients with end-stage renal failure in Hong Kong, and only 2000 

of them have been accepted onto the waiting list for a kidney transplant.
61

 People struggle a lot before 

making a voluntarily decision to register as a donor. Psychologists Melissa Finucane and Paul Slovic 

call this ‘self-affirmation’, suggesting that we cling to our views because the walls of our opinions are 

like battlements that keep us safe from all those dopes with different opinions than ours.
62

 Hence, with 

the challenge of changing traditional mindsets, ‘opt-out’ legislation is an effective way in improving 

public health. 

3.4) ‘Opt-out’ system helps tackle with illegal organ trading 

The World Health Organisation warned that the black market of organ trading is on the rise again: 

59 The Facts of Organ Donation in Hong Kong 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOLscKAG0PE, last access date: 20 August 2017) 
60 US Government Information on Organ Donation and Transplantation 

(https://organdonor.gov/index.html, last access date: 20 August 2017) 
61 Research Office – Research Brief Issue No. 5 (2015 – 2016) 

(http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-
e.pdf, last access day: 7th August, 2017)
62 David Ropeik, Why Changing Somebody’s Mind, or Yours, Is Hard to Do

(https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/how-risky-is-it-really/201007/why-changing-somebody-s-mind-or-

yours-is-hard-do, last access date: 13 July 2017)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TOLscKAG0PE
https://organdonor.gov/index.html
http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-e.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-e.pdf
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/how-risky-is-it-really/201007/why-changing-somebody-s-mind-or-yours-is-hard-do
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/how-risky-is-it-really/201007/why-changing-somebody-s-mind-or-yours-is-hard-do
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Stakeholder  Arguments 

World Health 

Organisation 

The global needs for donated organs far exceed the availability around the world. It 

leads to the rise of both legal and illegal international medical travel companies 

which have a network of hospitals spanning across the world. Transplant tourism to 

the United States often cost in excess of US$100 000.
63

 Patients who are desperately 

waiting for a suitable organ, but are impossible to afford the expensive transplant 

tourism, choose to buy an organ from the illegal black market. It is estimated that 

10,000 organs are now traded every year, with kidneys believed to make up 75 

percent of the black market. It is believed that the rise of diseases of affluence such as 

diabetes and heart problems is spurring the trade.
64

 

Wealthy patients are paying up to HK$1,592,310 for a kidney to gangs, often in India, who harvest the 

organs from desperate people for as little as HK$39,652. When beneficence becomes a business 

opportunity, the poor are likely to be pushed out. Here comes the only hope – ‘Opt-out’ system which 

helps boost organ donations and therefore tackle with illegal organ trading.
65

 

63 American Journal for Transplantation 

(http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/561621_2, last access date: 20 August 2017) 
64 Nieve Wong, ‘Trading Organs’, Student Standard, November 2012, vol.210, no.1, pp.1 
65 Nieve Wong, ‘Trading Organs’, Student Standard, November 2012, vol.210, no.1, pp.2 

http://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/561621_2
Colin
In Part C, the candidate presented the data collected from the survey, while using other secondary sources to supplement the discussion.
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Part D Judgment and justification 

Question 15: In general, should Hong Kong put organ 

donation into legislation? 

The objective of the project is to investigate the feasibility of putting organ donation into 

legislation under social, cultural and moral considerations, in order to find out a better 

solution to cope with organ shortage. 

From the data of Question 15, a large proportion of around 70% of respondents think that 

Hong Kong should not put organ donation into legislation. Is it logical to imply that there are 

still other possible solutions to the problem of organ shortage? 

Obviously, Hong Kong isn’t a paradise with no worries. Hong Kong, a tiny city which covers 

an area of 2754 square kilometers, is full of controversy.
66

 Indeed, the government put a lot 

of effort into improving citizens’ quality of lives through legislation, education and 

66 Hong Kong in Figures: Geography and Climate  

(https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/FileManager/EN/Content_810/geog.pdf, last access date: 10 August 2017) 

No 
68.2% 

Yes 
31.8% 

https://www.censtatd.gov.hk/FileManager/EN/Content_810/geog.pdf
Colin
conscious attempt to use data in Part C
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promotion of public health. Regarding citizens’ long-existing apathetic attitude towards organ 

donations, education and promotion cannot solve the public health problem of  organ 

shortage.  

 

However, blaming the government for the whole situation is irrational. I believe that as a 

Hong Kong citizen, we all have to bear parts of the responsibilities. When we are considering 

about being an organ donor, are our choices restricted by religious, moral or other external 

factors, or, we are just simply not brave enough to step a little forward and make a big 

difference? 

 

Other countries, like Spain and Australia, experienced a marked increase in their organ 

donation rate after the implementation of reform measures in 1989 and 2009 respectively. 

There are some factors that can be identified from the measures: 

 

A dedicated authority for organ donation is absolutely a nice start. The National Transplant 

Organization was established in Spain in 1989 to coordinate organ donation activities. 

Activities include providing training programmes for medical professionals and recipient lists, 

and also managing the donor. In the 26 years since the creation of it, Spain's organ donation 

rate had increased drastically from 14.0 donors pmp in 1989 to 39.7 in 2015.
67

  

 

Similarly, the DonateLife network, which mainly works on organ donation in 78 hospitals, 

was established in Spain in 2009. It also provides funding for medical specialists in each state. 

At last, Australia's organ donation rate increased by 51% during 2008 to 2015 significantly.
68

 

 

Early identification of potential organ donors in patients with imminent brain death facilitates 

donor screening. However, it’s demanding for medical specialists to report every potential 

donor due to the heavy workload at hospitals. DonateLife medical professionals in Australia 

                                                
67 Research Office – Research Brief Issue No. 5 (2015 – 2016) 
(http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-

e.pdf, last access day: 7th August, 2017)  
68 Press Release: Over 100 bodies and organisations sign charter to promote organ donation 

(http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201606/25/P201606250869.htm, last access date: 10 July 2017) 

http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-e.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-e.pdf
http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201606/25/P201606250869.htm
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are mostly intensive care specialists who are responsible for organ donation processes in their 

hospitals, and can undertake the donation role part-time.
69

 

 

Spain even targets its public education programme at youngsters who tend to think that organ 

donation is irrelevant to them. It produces education resources which cover a wide range of 

areas from basic understanding to the discussion of organ donation barriers. It also promotes 

family discussions about donation wishes to ensure that every potential donor's decision is 

upheld.
70

  

 

In contrast to Spain and Australia, Hong Kong does not have a specific budget set aside for 

funding, nor a dedicated authority for coordinating organ donation. A key to a successful 

organ donation system is the willingness of individuals to donate their organs after death and 

acceptance of their family members to the donation decision. However, in Hong Kong, the 

focus of its promotional efforts shifts to encourage people to register as an organ donor. The 

targets of educational materials provided are the general public, without understanding the 

unique concerns of different age groups. Therefore, the needs of potential donors cannot be 

addressed.  

 

In case of the presence of a brain-dead patient, the Organ Donation Coordinator would 

approach family members of the patient in the hope that they will give consent to donate 

organs of the deceased. Coordinators are all nurses, and there are only nine nurses covering 

seven clusters of 41 public hospitals scattered across Hong Kong.
71

 There have been concerns 

over the heavy workload of them and the lack of formal coordination of their work.  

 

In Hong Kong, organ transplant is a well-proven health intervention. The success rates of 

organ transplant are quite high in Hong Kong. According to the Queen Mary Hospital, 

                                                
69 Research Office – Research Brief Issue No. 5 (2015 – 2016) 

(http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-

e.pdf, last access day: 7th August, 2017) 
70 Global Observatory on Donation & Transplantation  
(http://www.transplant-observatory.org, last access date: 15 July 2017) 
71 Research Office – Research Brief Issue No. 5 (2015 – 2016) 

(http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-

e.pdf, last access day: 7th August, 2017) 

http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-e.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-e.pdf
http://www.transplant-observatory.org/
http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-e.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/research-publications/english/1516rb05-organ-donation-in-hong-kong-20160714-e.pdf
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survival rate of liver transplants varies from 88.1% to 93.0%.
72

 The government should 

therefore make good use of this advantage and learn more from the overseas. 

  

                                                
72 Hospital Authority 2014-2015 Hospital Authority Statistical Report 

(http://www.ha.org.hk/haho/ho/stat/HASR1415_2.pdf, last access date: 10 July 2017) 

 

http://www.ha.org.hk/haho/ho/stat/HASR1415_2.pdf
Colin
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Too much emphasis was put on describing the systems used in foreign countries and what the Hong Kong government was lacking currently, while the discussion should have been extended beyond the current situation to what the government could do in the future. Still, the evaluation and analysis in Part D were closely linked to the findings in Part C, and the discussion was tightly constructed.
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Colin
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Appendix I  Survey - Summary of Charts & Questionnaire 

 

1.  The survey is highlighted as below: 

a. Duration of the survey From 22/03/2017 to 28/03/2017  

b. Total no. of questionnaires 

(successfully completed) 

198 

I. No. of questionnaires 

collected via online sources 

0 (0% of total) 

II. No. of questionnaires 

collected directly 

198 (100% of total) 

c. Target Group People aged 13 – 86  

d. Rationale of choosing this target 

group 

To obtain a wider range of opinions and views from 

people with different backgrounds.  

e.  Final composition of your 

respondents:  

% breakdown by the following categories: 

i. Gender  

- Male: 98 (50% of total) 

- Female: 98 (50% of total) 

ii. Age 

- 18 or below: 50 (25.3% of total) 

- 19-29: 24 (12.1% of total) 

- 30-39: 24 (12.1% of total) 

- 40-49: 24 (12.1% of total) 

- 50-59: 26 (13.1% of total) 

- 60-69: 26 (13.1% of total) 

- 70 or above: 24 (12.1% of total) 

iii. Education level 

- Primary or below: 34 (17.2% of total) 

- Junior Secondary: 38 (19.2% of total) 

- Senior Secondary: 52 (26.3% of total) 

- University: 74 (37.4% of total) 
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2.  Final Questionnaire (in both Chinese and English

IES 問卷調查 

本人是中五級的學生，正就本港器官捐贈機制進行一項研究。問卷所收集的意見只作學術

用途，並以不記名方式進行，內容將全部保密。所得資料僅供研究之用，將於研究完成後

銷毀。希望閣下能夠抽出幾分鐘的時間完成以下問題。謝謝！ 

 

甲部分: 個人資料 

請於合適選項格內加上“√ ” 

1. 性別:  □女  □男  

 

2. 年齡:  

□18 或以下   □19-29   □30-39   □40-49   □50-59   □60-69    

□70 或以上 

 

3. 教育水平: 

□小學或以下   □初中   □高中   

□大學或以上 

 

乙部分: 器官捐贈態度與捐贈意願 

1. 你願意登記成為器官捐贈者嗎? 

□願意  □不願意 

 

你主要的考慮因素是什麼？對以下句子，請圈出最能代表你意見的數字。 

 

極
不

同
意

 

不
同

意
 

少
許

不
同

意
 

少
許

同
意

 

同
意

 

極
同

意
 

2. 家人反對我捐贈器官  1 2 3 4 5 6 

3. 我認為人死後應保留整具遺體 1 2 3 4 5 6 

4. 器官捐贈違反了我的宗教信仰 1 2 3 4 5 6 

5. 我對香港的公營醫療機構缺乏信心 1 2 3 4 5 6 

□其他意見: ______________ 

 

丙部分: 預設默許制度 



Page 2 
 

對以下的句子, 請圈最能代表你意見的數字。 

 

極
不

同
意

 

不
同

意
 

少
許

不
同

意
 

少
許

同
意

 

同
意

 

極
同

意
 

6. 我清楚了解香港現時的器官捐贈制度及如何成為器官

捐贈者 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7. 我清楚了解香港目前器官捐贈的概況 1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

8. 香港目前的遺體器官捐贈制度，是採用自動登記的「選擇加入制」（Opt-in），有

社會人士建議改為預設全民捐贈、但容許日後退出的「選擇退出制」（Opt-out）。你

認為「預設默許」（Opt-out）機制能減輕香港移植器官短缺的問題嗎? 

□能   □不能  

 

你的疑慮是什麼？  

 

極
不

同
意

 

不
同

意
 

少
許

不
同

意
 

少
許

同
意

 

同
意

 

極
同

意
  

9. 「預設默許」機制違反基本人權 1 2 3 4 5 6 

10. 假設市民願意捐贈器官違反了自願捐贈的性質 1 2 3 4 5 6 

11. 我擔心自己登記成為器官捐贈者後，會得不到適

當的治療 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

12. 強制地預設市民死後捐贈器官，是不尊重死者及

其家人的 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

13.「預設默許」機制能為更多人續命 1 2 3 4 5 6 

14. 實施「預設默許」捐贈制度比教育和宣傳，更能

提高香港的器官捐贈率 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

□其他意見: ______________                      

 

15. 整體而言，你支持香港的器官捐贈制度由「自願捐贈」機制轉為「預設默許」器

官捐贈制度嗎? 

□支持   □不支持 
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你能想到其他有效解決香港器官捐贈短缺問題的方法嗎？

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
問卷到此結束！ 

感謝您的支持和協助！ 
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Survey 

 

I am a F.5 secondary school student. I am currently studying the feasibility of putting organ 

donation into legislation in Hong Kong. The data collected will be kept confidential and will 

be destroyed after completion of the report. Please spend a few minutes to answer the 

following questions. Thank you! 

 

Part A: Personal Information 

Please tick the appropriate boxes accordingly. 

1. Sex:  □ Female  □ Male  

 

2. Age:  

□ 18 or below   □ 19-29   □ 30-39   □ 40-49   □ 50-59   □ 60-69    

□ 70 or above 

 

3. Education: 

□ Primary or below   □ Junior secondary   □ Senior secondary   

□ University 

 

Part B: Organ Donation Attitudes and Behaviors 

2. Are you willing to register as an organ donor? 

□Yes   □ No  

 

What are your major constraints? Please circle from ‘1’ Strongly Disagree to ‘6’ Strongly 

Agree. 

 

S
tro

n
g
ly

 D
isa

g
ree 

D
isa

g
ree

 

S
lig

h
tly

 D
isa

g
ree 

S
lig

h
tly

 A
g
ree 

A
g
ree

 

S
tro

n
g
ly

 A
g
ree  

2. Family disapproval. 1 2 3 4 5 6 

3. I do not want my body cut up or disfigured. 1 2 3 4 5 6 

4. This is against my religion. 1 2 3 4 5 6 

5. Lack of trust in the healthcare system. 1 2 3 4 5 6 

□ Others, please specify: ________________                   
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Part C: Organ Donation System 

Please circle from ‘1’ Strongly Disagree to ‘6’ Strongly Agree. 

 

S
tro

n
g
ly

 D
isa

g
ree 

D
isa

g
ree

 

S
lig

h
tly

 D
isa

g
ree 

S
lig

h
tly

 A
g
ree 

A
g
ree

 

S
tro

n
g
ly

 A
g
ree  

6. I know clearly about the organ donation system 

adopted in Hong Kong.  1 2 3 4 5 6 

7. I understand the current situation of organ donation in 

Hong Kong. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

 

8. Some countries presume that people wish to donate their organs after death. This is 

called ‘opt-out’ organ donation scheme. Do you think it could alleviate the problem of 

organ shortage in Hong Kong? 

□Yes   □ No  

 

What would be your concerns?  

 

S
tro

n
g
ly

 D
isa

g
ree

 

D
isa

g
ree

 

S
lig

h
tly

 D
isa

g
ree 

S
lig

h
tly

 A
g
ree 

A
g
ree

 

S
tro

n
g
ly

 A
g
ree  

9. Basic human rights are violated by this system. 1 2 3 4 5 6 

10. It violates the nature of voluntarily donation. 1 2 3 4 5 6 

11. It opens to abuse, with the possibility of death 

being hastened to secure an organ needed by some 

other patient. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

12. Organ removal without our expressed wish is 

disrespectful and distressing for the deceased and his 

or her family. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

13. It can help save lives. 1 2 3 4 5 6 

14. It is more effective than public education and 1 2 3 4 5 6 
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promotion in boosting organ donations. 

□ Others, please specify: ________________                     

 

15. In general, should Hong Kong put organ donation into legislation? 

□Yes   □ No 

 

Can you think of any possible solution to organ shortage problem in Hong Kong? 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

End of the Survey 

Thank you 




