Data Collection Process Record Form (For Suggestion)
Important Note
Each student should hand in a data collection record to his/her IES supervising teacher before
the deadline according to the Assessment Plan set out by the school. This Data Collection Form,
which serves as a comprehensive guide to the record-keeping of data collection, can be
completed as the task of Stage II. Students might, in accordance with their supervising teacher’s
consent and the Assessment Plan, choose to fill in the Form part by part and receive comments
in a gradual manner and/or submit the fully completed Form to their supervising teacher,
bearing in mind that they might have to do this more than once. Candidates are reminded that
no re-submission will be allowed after the supervising teacher has completed the assessment of
the task and marks have been given to the task.

School Name:
Student Name: __________________________________ Class: ____________________________
Supervising Teacher: _____________________________Submission Date: __________________
Title and Description

Title: Teenage Suicide in Hong Kong and Ways for Prevention
Description:
1. To examine and analyze the causes for teenage suicide
2. Suggest some ways for preventing teenage suicide
Descriptions of the Tool(s)/Method(s) Adopted for the Data Collection

- The methods are both qualitative and quantitative, including questionnaires distributed to
teenagers and two in-depth interviews with teenagers who attempted to suicide or harm
themselves physically.
- Data of questionnaires will be collected through the internet, while interviews will be
conducted face-to-face.
- It has to be made sure that only teenagers can do the questionnaire.
- A free website for distributing questionnaires will have to be found beforehand.
- There are different sections in the questionnaire targeting respondents who have
attempted suicide and self-harming respectively. The questionnaire has 4 parts. Part 1
asks for the information of the interviewees, part 2 asks for the general opinion on the
causes for attempting suicide and self-harm. Part 3 are for respondents who have been
through or have seen people going through self-destruction and part 4 asks for the general
opinion of ways to prevent self-destruction.
- The interviewees will have to complete a questionnaire first so that a suitable set of
questions can be made for them.
- Interviews will be recorded under consent of the interviewees.
- Classmates and friends will be asked to do the questionnaire before it is distributed on the
internet.
- Mostly multiple choice questions are used in the questionnaire for accuracy and

simplicity.
- The “style” of multiple choice questions should be consistent throughout the whole
questionnaire to avoid careless error, e.g. all negative choices should be on the left and
vice-versa.
- Data collected will only be from primary sources.
Rationale Behind for Choosing the Tools/Methods

- Both immediate and background reasons, and prevention methods for teenage suicide
from the perspective of teenagers are expected to be found in the interviews.
- From the questionnaires, it is expected that a general trend of results will be found.
- Anonymity in internet questionnaires attracts more participants than distributing the
questionnaires personally as privacy is completely ensured.
- By preventing any error made in answering multiple choice questions, it is ensured that
the answers in a questionnaire will be consistent and explainable.
- Compared to the traditional method of distributing questionnaires by hand, using the
internet speeds up distribution and can reach a wider variety of population.
- Interviews provide more in-depth and detailed data about the topic than using data from
questionnaires only.

Enquiry Diary Showing the Progress of the Data Collection Process*(in Chronological Order)
Date
(Month/Year)

Major Work Done

Achievements and Difficulties
Encountered

May 20XX 
Jun 20XX

Collect information for
questionnaire and interview questions

Background knowledge from
secondary sources and newspaper
articles are found to make an
outline of the questionnaire.

Jul 20XX 
Aug 20XX

Data collection: design and test
questionnaires

The first drafts of the
questionnaires were written and
were not able to address all the
issues involved. Amendments
were made.

Sept 20XX

Distribute and collect questionnaires
and conduct interviews

There were plenty of responses
but at first almost all who did the
questionnaire were F.6 students,
much promotion was needed to
widen the variety.

Oct 20XX

Organize, contextualize and analyze
data collected

Data organized and made into
charts, but needed to be simplified
and reorganized for ease of
analyzes.

Note* In addition to research diaries, raw data and an extract listing the essence of raw data (such as a complete listing of the
records of data resultant from a survey or from content analysis; together with some basic summary statistics or a summary
table summarising opinions and views collected from focused interviews, discussions, observations or article reviews) should
be submitted for checking.

Justification of Usefulness and Relevancy of the Data Collected in Relation to the Enquiry Issue

-

-

Both quantitative and qualitative primary data have been collected, with mostly
multiple choice answers from the questionnaires and long answers from the interviews.
Data showed that the two most important reasons for teenage suicide are emotional
problems and loss of purpose in life, and teenagers think that the most useful way to
prevent suicide is for teenagers to talk to friends who are willing to listen.
The focus questions, which are about the factors and solutions to suicide and
self-harming, can be directly addressed by data collected.
The questionnaire is set according to the concepts suggested in newspapers and books,
so to maximize its accuracy and possibility for respondents to choose the given options.
The questionnaire asks about the personal experience of the respondents, in order to
improve the legitimacy of the findings for answering the focus questions.
For the question on relationship between attempting suicide and self-harm, which is
more analytical, data from the detailed interviews can be used

Reflection

- From the data collection and organization process, I now know how much data is
needed for a project of this length. I was not sure if this amount of collected data was
enough or not. After finishing pilot tests, I find that it is better to have five instead of
only three choices in rating questions, in order to make it easier for organization and
analyzes.
- I realize that a questionnaire's design is closely related to the structure of the whole
project, thus it is very important in the process of data-collection.
- Active promotion is needed in order to get more people to do the questionnaires,
although many people know the existence of the questionnaires, they might not be
willing to do it.
- At the beginning it was quite difficult to shape the questions to the need of the focus
questions. Much research is needed before I could come up with the choices in
multiple choice questions.
- The limitations of the methodology are that the number of questionnaires distributed
may not be large enough to make the result representative of all Hong Kong teenagers.
- Another limitation is that teenagers may not understand themselves very well and may
not know the true factors that cause them to self-harm.

Questionnaire:

Charts:

Interview transcript 1 (with a F.5 student)
Date: 9th Nov, 20XX
Time: 4.15-4.45 pm
Mode of interview: personal interview

Generally why do you want to harm or kill yourself?
I constantly have conflicts with my parents and siblings. I get scolded all the time and I feel
very helpless because I can never win in arguments. Also, I feel trapped at home because
there is nowhere else for me to go. My studies are alright but I start to lose interest in it. I
have been approached by teachers for a few times because of my deteriorating results.

I would not harm myself because the wounds will not be easy to conceal. When teachers or
parents see them, they will probably make me talk to them and that will just make life worse.

When was the first time when you harm/kill yourself?
I was in F.2 and I had a conflict with my mother. After that I took a cutter and cut my wrist
but I didn’t kill myself because the blade was too blunt. This cooled me down and it took me
a week to get over the urge to kill myself.

When was the time when you were closest to killing yourself?
It was shortly after I harmed myself for the first time. I had all the knives out lying in front of
me but I didn’t have the chance to do it because I was discovered.

What do you think can be done to people who want to kill or harm themselves?
There are dos and don’ts for this. You should remind them of their interest and what they

would lose if they kill themselves. The person approached is usually the one that they think
knows them most, so this person should try the best to make them talk because the root of the
problem and thus the solutions must be found out.

On the other hand, there are many things to avoid. People approached must not pretend that
nothing happened because the one asking for help may feel that they don’t have hope or are
burdens when they are neglected. They also must not pretend to understand what the person
is saying because they may say the wrong solutions and make the person feel worse.
Furthermore, they must not change their attitude towards the person and must not tell others
about the case without their consent.

This is because it is them that the person trusts, not

others. They also should try not to mention the talk again after the urge for attempting suicide
or self-harm is over because this will make the person feel sad again.

When do you think people with inclination for committing suicide or self-harm can do to
prevent themselves from putting their thoughts into action?
I think they can try to find someone trustworthy to talk to. They can try to maintain some
special interests and avoid things that will make them want to harm themselves. As they grow
up they will become more mature and will have a change in personality so that they will not
want to harm themselves anymore. I think it is not very useful to talk to a social worker or
anyone that do not know you well because they cannot get a clear picture of your situation.
They may say the wrong thing and make the situation worse. You will not trust them so much
as to tell them all your secrets either, so in the end they can’t help you.

Interview transcript 2 (with a F.7 student)
Date: 7th Dec, 20XX
Time: 4.00-4.15 pm
Mode of interview: personal interview

When was the time when you harmed yourself most?
I was in F.2 and a cut my wrist to try to kill myself, but it was not enough and it was just
bleeding. The other time was also when I was in F.2 and I used a knife to slit my finger.

Why did you do that?
I was suffering from depression because I didn’t know what to do with my life. My parents
often argued and fought each other. My mind was blank and I felt the urge to do something to
myself, like when I saw a sharp ruler, I wanted to use it to cut myself.

When was the time that the feeling lasted most and why was that?
Actually I am still having this feeling. It has been there since F.5 but last year it was not so
serious.

What do you think can be done to people who want to kill or harm themselves?
I think you have to ask why they are doing so and you have to avoid talking about negative
things. Also, you have to take the person seriously because when people are asking, it
indicates that they actually don’t want to get themselves hurt. Different things have to be
done to different people but most important is that their weaknesses are not mentioned if they
are on the verge of killing themselves. People can try to focus on the person’s interests to
divert the attention. They should show support and try to convince that bad things can be

solved.

When do you think people with inclination for committing suicide or self-harm can do to
prevent themselves from putting their thoughts into action?
They can develop interests to search out their talents. This is to show that they are capable of
something, which will give them satisfaction and confidence. They should also try to put
away sharp things or other things that may trigger their desire to kill or harm themselves.

Marks awarded and Comments:

Title:

Teenage Suicide in Hong Kong and Ways for Prevention

Stage II
Marks:

7-8

Comments:

It is a well-organized and concise presentation of the data and major findings
in relation to the enquiry questions.
A detailed account of the choice of methodology is provided by justifying the
employment of an internet survey and in-depth interviews with reference to
the advantages of these studying methods and the nature of data for this
enquiry study.
The candidate is also able to solve problems encountered during data
collection, such as the promotion of the response rate and the conduct of the
pilot test to ensure the collection of useful data.
Good analytical skill is demonstrated in the reflection on the reliability of the
data collected.
However, the design of the questionnaire survey, which collects data of the
subjective interpretation of the factors for teenage suicide, may pose
difficulties to the verification of the causal relationships spelled out in the
research objectives.

