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Sample 1: 

Topic: How performance is used in ‘The Greatest Showman’ to present the overarching theme 

of ‘blindness’ 
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Comments 

The essay is fluent and easy to follow. The student attempted to provide definitions of the key terms 

used in the discussion and signpost the arguments in the introduction. However, the essay does not 

fully realise what is promised in the introduction. A much clearer context should have been provided 

to justify the importance of the notions of ‘blind pursuit of wealth’ and ‘blind discrimination against 

others’ to facilitate discussion. It is sometimes confusing to see the phrase ‘blind pursuit of wealth’ 

and ‘blinded by the pursuit of wealth’ (p. 4) used interchangeably.    

 

The student makes an effort to show his/her knowledge of the film and of the use of mise-en-scene, 

music, lighting and shots in the film. The student did a fairly good job of analysing the director’s 

portrayal of characters’ emotions. The focus of the essay is well defined in the introduction. 

However, it falls short of showing how filmic techniques are used to reinforce the theme of 

blindness, particularly the characters’ ‘blind pursuit of wealth’. A few details are lacking and need 

explanation, notably ‘Lind’s confession’ and ‘her self defeat’ on p. 6. 

 

It is also unclear what the student intended to look at when s/he used the word ‘performance’ in the 

discussion. The part on ‘performance’ is more a section where the lyrics of three songs are 

scrutinised instead of the shows staged in the film. Though the discussion on the songs is clear and 

reasonable, the student should be aware of how the film is about a circus troupe and should be more 

careful with her/his choice of words to avoid confusion.  

 

The pictorial illustrations are blurry and fail to adequately support the student’s arguments. 

The essay could have been better organised with more effective transitional sentences, especially on 

p. 3 and p. 7. 

 

The scope of the essay is relevant and appropriate. With a better set topic and more carefully 

structured arguments, the essay could potentially score higher.    

 

Score: 20 
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Topic: The breaking of gender stereotype: A study of female roles in Maleficent (2014) and Ella 

Enchanted (2004) 
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Comments 

The student attempted to explore the gender roles and the ‘breaking of gender stereotype’ (p. 20) in 

the extended essay but failed to sustain a coherent and convincing discussion.  

 

The topic sets the student up to fulfil the task in an unsatisfactory manner. The films chosen, which 

are children’s stories, provide little room for discussion as the characters are rather two-dimensional. 

Other than both being remakes of The Sleeping Beauty, the reason for comparing the two films is 

unclear. It is also unwise to assume a thorough discussion of the depiction of gender roles in two 

films in 2500 words. A sharper focus would have made the discussion more effective and potentially 

more insightful.  

 

The visuals included in a paper should facilitate the discussion. Including the posters of the two 

films in question is unnecessary. An introduction to a discussion is expected to set the context, 

define the scope of the discussion and signpost arguments. Spending two pages on providing the 

background information of the actresses who played the main roles and synopses which are not tied 

to the intended arguments is unhelpful for the student in achieving the aims of the essay.      

 

The essay lacks in-depth analysis of female roles and contains unwarranted generalisations. Little 

illustration is given to demonstrate in what way Maleficent and Ella are ‘victims’, and how they 

develop into ‘victors’.  

 

The section on visual and sound elements in the essay is far from satisfactory. Little understanding 

is shown in how the use of shots facilitate characterisation. Similarly, the discussion on the use of 

sound is flimsy. Apart from stating that ‘orchestral instruments music’ (p. 24) is used to create 

tension, nothing more about the use of sound or music is elaborated. Characters’ use of language is 

also dubiously considered as ‘an important component in sound elements’ (p. 25), and the argument 

put forward is sketchy.  

 

Coherence is lacking in the essay. It should be more organised and cohesive. Instead of using 

sub-headings, it might be better to use more cohesive devices and transitional sentences.  

 

Score: 14  
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Topic: A Beautiful Mind (2001) - Explore the significance of the use of symbols in ‘A Beautiful 

Mind’ 
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Comments 

Relevant and appropriate in terms of scope. 

 

The thesis statement in the introduction does not effectively signpost anything concrete. The student 

describes the use of different symbols in the portrayal of the main character’s mind. However, s/he 

seems to lack a firm grasp of what symbolism as a literary term means, and fails to demonstrate 

convincingly how and why the symbols work in the way they do. For example, it is unclear why 

Charles, Nash’s fictional friend, is considered a symbol. The comments on what the billiard balls 

represent (p. 30) are quite arbitrary, without support of any evidence. There is also no clear 

explanation as to how and why the “secret base” setting (p. 32) and Alicia’ s appearance (p. 33) 

function as symbols. In general, the essay is an unsuccessful attempt to show how symbols are used 

to enhance our understanding of Nash’s inner world and his love relationship with Alicia.  

 

Some information in the essay is taken from secondary sources without showing a comprehensive 

understanding of them, e.g. the discussion on the octopus-shaped stars and the umbrella-shaped 

stars.  Her/his statements or claims often amount to mere assertions as they are unsupported by 

substantial evidence. The screenshots used in the essay also bear limited significance. 

 

Score: 18 
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Topic: Presentation and examination of life and death in The Fault in Our Stars and The Theory 

of Everything 
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Comments 

Weak.  

 

The topic of life and death seems too broad for a 10-page essay. Instead of providing plot synopses 

that prepare the markers/ readers for the argument, the synopses are very general. The term ‘symbol’ 

is used very loosely in the essay. The discussion does not really provide any insight into the topic of 

life and death as presented in the films. The definition of and discussion on life and death are 

rudimentary. 

 

The analysis is simplistic. The student observes that the couples can remember each other even after 

one dies by reading books as books are immortal. It is not clear what other symbols, apart from the 

books, are covered in the “symbolism” section. The analysis of the use of music and setting is also 

superficial and brief. How they are related to the topic or theme of life and death and the 

complexities surrounding this are not explored.   

 

The comparison of the two films is not presented well. The comparison, if any, is not at all 

meaningful. One gets the impression that the student is discussing each film in isolation without any 

real attempt at comparing or contrasting. The images included do not facilitate discussion at all. 

 

Score: 12 
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Topic: How do the use of camera, lighting and colour convey the protagonists’ emotional states 

in Sofia Coppola’s film Lost in Translation? 

 



53 

Sample 5: 

 

 



54 

Sample 5: 

 

 



55 

Sample 5: 

 

 



56 

Sample 5: 

 

 



57 

Sample 5: 

 

 



58 

Sample 5: 

 

 



59 

Sample 5: 

 

 



60 

Sample 5: 

 

 



61 

Sample 5: 

 

 



62 

Sample 5: 

 

 

 



63 

Sample 5: 

 

Comments 

This is an interesting essay on how filmic techniques are used to reveal the emotional states of the 

characters in Lost in Translation. In particular, it provided a close and meticulous study of the film’s 

camera work, especially the ways different shots are taken, framed and juxtaposed to reflect moods 

and feelings.   

 

Its analysis of the use of colour and lighting is adequate, but could have been enhanced. For 

example, it is unclear why natural lighting helps provide ‘a conducive environment for the 

protagonists amidst a sense of seclusion’ (p. 54). It is also uncertain why blue is sometimes regarded 

as a cool colour (p. 55), and at other times a warm colour (p. 57). 

 

The weakest part of the essay, however, seems to lie in its thesis – to examine characters’ emotional 

states through filmic techniques is quite general, and can be applied to almost any film. To make the 

argument stronger, the student could show why this is particularly important in Lost in Translation. 

What the essay lacks is a clear rationale or context, which puts matters in perspective: Lost in 

Translation is a film which priorities characters’ feelings, emotions and experiences over plot, and 

thus the importance of the notions of connection and disconnection, the sense of loss and empathy, 

etc. A tighter and richer argument could have been built showing how these themes and moods have 

been conveyed through cinematography and/or other filmic techniques. 

 

Score: 24 
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Topic: How is nonlinear time expressed in Arrival? 
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Comments 

An engaging and insightful analysis of how Arrival’s key theme – non-linear time – is revealed 

through its plot structure and filmic techniques. What the student sought to do basically is to 

illustrate how form equals content in the film. S/he did an excellent job doing this. 

 

The brief plot summary that s/he provided at the start, together with the explanation of the concept 

of non-linear time as opposed to chronological time, effectively sets the scene for discussion. S/he 

was also able to demonstrate with clarity how difficult concepts such as time, language and 

perception are presented in the film. This was enhanced by the support of illustrations on time 

provided by the student. 

 

The essay also discusses a range of filmic techniques, offering persuasive evidence as to how 

lighting, music and the order of shots are used to reflect the film’s non-linear structure and 

perception of time. Comments were also made about the dominant presence of ‘blue dimness’ in the 

film, but this was a point worth developing further. Apart from enhancing the film’s circular view of 

time, how does the use of this colour help, for example, reflect Louise Bank’s emotional state and 

the overall mood of the film? 

 

Nevertheless, a strong essay. 

 

Score: 28 
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Topic: An Analysis of the Functions of Voyeurism in Alfred Hitchcock’s Rear Window (1954) 
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Comments 

The topic: Hitchcock’s Rear Window is a good choice of a classic film, which lends itself to multiple 

levels of analysis. A discussion of ‘voyeurism’ is a theme that lends itself to a discussion of related 

film techniques and this provides the essay with a clear focus. 

 

The discussion is clearly defined at the beginning of the piece. The essay is clearly written and well 

organised, logically presented and examines a range of functions that voyeurism has in Rear 

Window. The discussion shows Hitchcock’s complex portrayal of femininity through the characters 

of Lisa and Stella. The comparison of Jeff, Lisa and Stella is supported with reference to cinematic 

techniques, which shows evidence of the student’s originality and insight. The student demonstrates 

knowledge of film language with occasional use of relevant screenshots. 

 

However, not all the roles that the student offered regarding voyeurism are convincingly presented. 

The discussion about voyeurism as a means of explaining Jeff’s fear of commitment to a stable 

relationship ( p. 78) is a case in point. It gives the impression that because of his fear of marriage, he 

becomes a voyeur; which is a doubtful point that needs clarification. 

 

An even more serious problem is the student’s superficial and biased analysis of Jeff’s character  

(pp. 81-82). Indeed, Jeff may strike one as passive because he is confined to a wheelchair.  

However, is he truly that passive and helpless? Isn’t he the one who takes the initiative to organise 

Doyle, Lisa and Jeff to do all the leg work? While Lisa is the brave heroine who undertakes to find 

out how Thorwald kills his wife, Jeff also participates extensively in figuring out the why and when 

of the murder. He is the one who pieces different bits of information to form the big picture. 

Unfortunately, the student failed to take these into account and simply chose to reduce complex 

characterisation into an easy dichotomy between female superiority and male inferiority. 

 

Generalisations like the opening and closing sentences also have no place in a formal academic 

essay. 

 

Score: 25 
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Topic: How is the complex father-son relationship presented in the film Big Fish? 
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Comments 

The title would have been better phrased as an open-ended discussion to allow for multiple levels of 

discussion. As it is, it invites a rather straightforward account, and a descriptive approach.  

 

The essay, if indeed can be termed an essay as it is not in paragraph form, lacks many of the 

conventions of an academic essay. Fragmentary in nature, the paper shows no attempt or effort to 

present a structured extended essay. It is more like an outline of ideas or at best a working draft. 

 

The content is limited, showing little evidence of any basic understanding of the film. The student 

cites some scenes which are relevant and provides some quotes relating to the father-son 

relationship. However, the discussion lacks cohesion and any attempt at an intelligible analysis. 

 

Furthermore, the essay contains both factual inaccuracies and demonstrates little sensitivity towards 

cinematic techniques. For example, it would have been more appropriate to use the term ‘flashback’ 

rather than ‘Will returns to his past’ when Will recalls his childhood experiences with his father. 

 

Score: 5 
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