
 

Modification of HKDSE Liberal Studies IES Assessment Framework 
A Structured Approach (Draft) 

 
 
(A) Assessment Requirements 
 
Candidates have to compile an IES Report on a contemporary issue, which delineates 
the factors/ differences/ conflicts/ controversies/ relationships/ impacts involved, ex-
plains and justifies their views/stance/ decision/ choice/ value judgement on the issue 
by employing and analysing relevant information, with concepts and knowledge. 
 
The issue for enquiry should be: 
• contemporary 
• significant and worthwhile for debate or discussion/ of interest for students 
• with at least a perspective/ dimension, such as , technological, cultural, scientific 

economic, historical that has social bearing either in the local, national and/or 
global scale 

 
 

 
B) Framework of the Structured Enquiry Approach of IES (

 
he IES report should comprise the following four parts: T

 
(I) Problem Definition  

 What is the contemporary issue for enquiry you have chosen? 
 What is the significance of the contemporary issue for enquiry on society/ why is 

it of interest to you? 
 How do you justify the significance of the issue/ point of interest for enquiry (e.g. 

the reasons why it is worthwhile to conduct an enquiry on the issue)? 
 focus of your enquiry?  What are you going to enquire about and what is the

 How do you define the scope of the issue enquiry?  
 What is your enquiry question at last? What is/ are your focus question(s) 

 
 
(II) Relevant Concepts and Knowledge/ Facts/ Data 

 What are the key knowledge and concepts that you think are significant for under-
standing the issues in your enquiry? 

 What are the basic and necessary knowledge/ facts/ data that facilitate your under-
standing of the issue? 

 How do you gather the facts/ data for your enquiry? 
 How would you apply the concepts and knowledge/ facts/ data to your issue en-

quiry? 
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(III) In-depth Explanation of the Issue 

 How do you explain, analyse or interpret the following related items in the process 
of enquiry by applying relevant concepts and knowledge/ facts/ data? 
◆ factors bringing about the issue 
◆ impacts brought by the issue/ suggestions for the issue 
◆ majority views/ disagreements/ diversity/ conflicts or perspectives for looking 

at the issue 
 
 
(IV) Judgement and Justification  

 How do you respond to your enquiry questions from multiple perspectives so as to 
provide evidential support for your arguments?  

 What are your major arguments and evidential support in response to the enquiry 
question, by applying relevant concepts and knowledge/ facts/ data?  

 What is/ are your views/ stance/ decision/ choice/ value judgement/ evaluation in 
the issue enquiry? 
 
 
 

(C) Weightings of Assessment Domains and Assignment of Marks 

Assessment Domain Weighting
Mark 
Range 

Max Marks % of IES 

Problem Definition and 
Identification of Concepts 

3 0 – 9 27 6% 

Analysis and Justification 5 0 – 9 45 10% 

Presentation and Organi-
sation 

1 0 – 9 9 2% 

Initiative 1 0 – 9 9 2% 

Total 10  90 20% 
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