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Programme Rundown
Time Event Speakers

9:00 – 9:10 Registration ---

9:10 – 9:45 - Logistics for 2025 and 2026 SBA
- Review on 2024 SBA

Mr Chan Ka Loi, Roy

9:45 – 10:30 Revision of SBA B1 Dr. Chan Kam Ho, Kennedy

10:30 – 10:45 Break ---

10:45 – 12:00 Implementation of SBA B2 and 
Teachers’ Sharing

Mr. Ho Tik Shun, Dickson 
Ms Leung Yue Shan, Jennifer 
Mr. To Ching Yuet, Andrew

12:00 – 12:15 Further support to teachers in the 
future

Mr Chan Ka Loi, Roy
Dr. Chan Kam Ho, Kennedy

12:15 – 12:30 Meeting with DCs District Coordinators
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2025 Biology SBA schedule

Month/Year Task

Sep – Dec 2024 S6 SBA activities to be conducted by schools

15 Jan – 10 Feb 2025 • SBA marks of S6 students  
• 2 assessments on Ability Area A 
• 2 assessments on Ability Area B

• Marked reports of six students chosen by the HKEAA
• List of Experiments performed in S5 &S6
• Lab Manual/Worksheet (used for assessment)
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Submission of students’ work

• Before submitting the SBA marks online, students should be 
informed of the marks awarded and that these marks are 
also subject to moderation by the HKEAA

• Advise students to use the dark colour ball pen to complete 
their work for scanning

• Black and white scanning should be used instead of colour 
scanning

• All images are upright
• For each report, the mark should be given using a 10-point 

scale.
• Attach the task sheet (and checklist if any) to the student 

work.
• Put all the reports of a student in one image/pdf file instead of 

1 file for 1 report.

4



Biology SBA requirements

• Practical Skills (Area A) (8%)
• Best TWO marks obtained in Area A  regardless of the types

• Reporting of Investigative work (Area B) (12%)
• Best TWO marks obtained from different topics in Area B1 

(Experimental Design)
• Best TWO marks obtained from different topics in Area B2 

(Results and Discussion)
• To ensure SBA is conducted throughout the study as a 

continuous assessment, the system required at least one 
assessment in each area (A, B1 and B2) to be submitted in S5 
and S6 respectively. 
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2026 Biology SBA schedule

Month/Year Task

Sep 2024 – Jun 2025 S5 SBA activities to be conducted by schools

May 2025 – June 2025 Email ‘S5 Lists of experiments for 2026 Exam” to DC
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Reminders for Area B

• Writing up of procedure is not required
• Assessment on Experimental Design (B1) and Results & 

Discussion (B2), each with a 10-point scale of marking
• For each experiment, teachers may assess B1 only, B2 only, or 

both B1 and B2, depending on the nature of the experiment
• Report can be in form of worksheets or paragraph forms
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SBA requirements for repeater / transfer candidates

• School repeaters / transfer students for S6 need to meet a 
minimum of one assessment in each area (A, B1 and B2). For 
details, please refer to 2.1.2 Requirements for Repeaters and 
Transfer Students in SBA Teachers’ Handbook.
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For students with Special Educational Needs (SEN)

• Accommodation
• Applying for exemption (if applicable)
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Accommodation

• Provide necessary assistance to the student concerned and 
perform a FAIR assessment
• Extension of preparation time
• Extension of assessment time
• Provision of ancillary aids
• Provision of special assistance during the conduct of the 

assessment
• Provide alternative task (but same level of difficulty) and 

perform a FAIR assessment
(e.g. making reference to School’s SEN policy, soliciting advice 

from school management/Psychologist/Therapist)
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Exemption

• Formal approval from the HKEAA required

• Application form: https://www.hkdse.hkeaa.edu.hk

• Apply at the beginning of school year

• Supporting documents
• School’s recommendation for exemption
• Relevant Medical supports, Psychologist’s supports, 

Attendance record (e.g. record of extended sick leaves)
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Reminders

• Contact the SBA Team of the HKEAA for questions related to 
logistical arrangements

• Discuss with your District Coordinator for subject-related 
questions

• Explain to the student the accommodation, or why no 
accommodation is necessary

• Mark in the student work the kind of accommodation / 
exemption involved if being selected to be submitted to the 
HKEAA

12



References

SBA Teachers Handbook
• https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/SBA/HKDSE/SBAhand

book-2025-BIO-E_Aug2023.pdf (ENG)
• https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/SBA/HKDSE/SBAhand

book-2025-BIO-C_Aug2023.pdf (CHI)
Information on SBA Booklet
• https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/Media/Leaflets/SBA_

booklet_eng.pdf (ENG)
• https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/Media/Leaflets/SBA_

booklet_chi.pdf (CHI)
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Review on 2024 SBA 
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Analysis of the tasks submitted by the schools
(N = 753)
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Review on 2024 SBA



Topic of Assessment

Review on SBA implementation 
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Area of Assessment

Review on SBA implementation 
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Format of Assessment

Review on SBA implementation 
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Comments Mark adjustment % 
Much lower than expected 18 or more 0.0
Lower than expected 12 – 18 1.1
Slight lower than expected 6 – 12 10.8
As expected -6 – 6 58.3
Slight higher than expected - 6 – -12 17.9
Higher than expected -12 – -18 7.6
Much higher than expected -18 or more 4.3

Moderation results 

Review on SBA implementation 
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Moderation results (SD)

Review on SBA implementation 



2022 DSE Biology Q31

Drawing valid 
conclusion
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2023 DSE Biology Q8

Measurement
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2024 DSE Biology Q30

Control set-up
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New format of the SBA (from 2027 
HKDSE) 

● B1 remains unchanged (i.e., same as 2024 and 2025 
HKDSE).  

● The new B2 Assessment Guidelines should be used.
● The draft version of the SBA B2 Assessment 

Guidelines can be found on School-based 
Assessment Conference Materials 2024-2025 p. 3-6. 
Please note that the guidelines may be slightly 
modified based on student samples collected and 
consensus marking.
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Further support to teachers in the 
future
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26 Time Activity
Early 2025 • Understanding of B1/B2 criteria + Tasks for 

teaching and learning/assessments of SI 
skills   

March/April 2025 • SBA Conference 2 (Scoring samples) + DC 
facilitated sample scoring workshop

Mid 2025 • Use of digital tools for data analysis for B2  

Further support to teachers in the future



Workshop on SI skills assessed in SBA and written exam
27

Future plan and initiatives 

What SI skills are 
assessed in these 

questions?

IB HKDSE



Workshop on how to infuse scientific inquiry skills in 
teaching and assessment
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Future plan and initiatives 

Finding Vitamin C 
concentration in plant 

samples

Finding the identities of 
unknown solution by food 

test

Milk digestion by Trypsin 
under different pH



Workshop on use of digital tools for data analysis for B2 
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Future plan and initiatives 

CODAP: Recommended 
for plotting graphs

BIOINTERACTIVE: 
Recommended for doing 

statistical test



Important dates for public exam (Tentative)
Month/Year Event

Nov – Dec 2024 Markers Recruitment

14 April 2025 DSE Biology Examination

25 April 2025 Markers’ Meeting

30 April 2025 OSM training
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