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ER &g EmXFIZE
About the HKEAA

EREZEARTERE (ZFR) MITTERY  REEBNEE
Wi - BREBHEIRER (BR) 4 ZFXRTEETEBE
M—RINERRERES - URREHEMFTFERR -

Established in 1977, the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment
Authority (HKEAA) is a statutory body in Hong Kong. Besides the Hong
Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination (HKDSE), the
HKEAA conducts a range of international and professional
examinations and provides public assessment services in Hong Kong.

BN A About the HKDSE
ERTEYBEELAAREARITNEEEY SBLHE
SREE - EEB BESR-E204HEHERE TS
TBR RENAERNE L SERESESREE

Widely recognised both locally and internationally, the HKDSE is a
credential preparing students for multiple pathways. In Hong Kong,
students will take the HKDSE upon completion of a full-time three-year
senior secondary curriculum. Candidates who have attained the
required results will be awarded the HKDSE certificate.




XA B R IREEIER
HKDSE Quality Assurance Framework

EZARRERRFERER ORH - NEFNERF :
The HKDSE is administered under the Quality Assurance Framework,

which aims to achieve the four objectives:

® RFEXKFE Safeguarding of Standards
® SHREEREMRE Compliance and Quality of Delivery
e ERFERT Recognition
o HEBUE Continuous Improvement
@t sl HiEHAS
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XRHAEERFBIER
HKDSE Quality Assurance Framework
www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/Media/Leaflets/QA_Framework_chi.pdf




$RE X5
Registration for the HKDSE

(R EBIE Entry Qualifications

BiIRZ% School Candidates

g ZERUBHE [REER | HFAX (RF[AFA) EHE R
Bona fide Secondary 6 (or Secondary 6 equivalent) students of HKDSE
Participating Schools*; and

g EEIRFREZRZEMibu 3§ -
studying at the registered address of the schools as per HKEAA's
record.

* BERE
KETRIEN [HEZR ] JRESGERSLE  UBRBLFIREEH - B8
ERFFRDER [HEZER] KFRHER - BRZRDBEERM ($2798) T
ZAMER - WREHAR MR AREERRE - ERRNER - BIZFERHAC
EriHESMRAIRAEERNBAMER T BER - URERERMPCOBRHARE - T
ARMBBNEREERR -

* Participating Schools:

Participating Schools, subject to the prior approval of the HKEAA, can present
their qualified students to enter the HKDSE as school candidates. For application
for participation in the HKDSE, a school in Hong Kong should provide evidence
that it is a registered school under the Education Ordinance (Cap. 279) and is
offering courses in accordance with the Education Bureau’s registration
requirements. For a school in Mainland China, it should provide evidence that
it has been approved by the relevant government department in Mainland China
as a qualified school for Hong Kong/Hong Kong and Macau children offering
the HKDSE curriculum, and has been certified by the relevant authorities in
Hong Kong.

XEH [HE2R] 88
List of HKDSE Participating Schools
www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/hkdse/admin/participating_schools/




B1{Z%E Private Candidates

FETH (1) = (2) BEGHHEHP—EHE  TEEUNABESSS
SRR

A person may apply for direct entry to the HKDSE as a private candidate
provided he/she has satisfied the requirements set out at (1) or (2) below:

(1) BEZEXRHE - R

The person has sat a previous HKDSE, or

(2 UEAFEMW1A1BE  ER19% °
The person has reached the age of 19 by 1 January of the year of the
examination.

REERFE LHATFIMRG (1) = (2) 2ZA: AREHRBEBHFEUE
BEEDBENEH - AAALEA () BEZEHEERNEANAFHE
ARRZEZRAEZEZHEENERE - &/ F (i) REJAAN—FEEBER
EBHEERFANEXNBEARE - FEAREEQEZFREBHANE
LB BERFERSE - EARSREFBEREBEREAE

Persons who do not satisfy the requirements (1) or (2) stated above, may
apply for special entry to the HKDSE as a private candidate if (i) they have
sat an equivalent public examination to the HKDSE and demonstrated a
suitable level of competence in the examination, and/or (ii) they have
completed or are currently pursuing a non-HKDSE curriculum equivalent to
Secondary 6 in the year preceding the Examination. The applicant should
demonstrate to the HKEAA that he/she satisfies the above requirements for
special entry. The HKEAA may exercise its discretion in considering each
application according to individual circumstances.

NERBEERRBEFE

Details on Entry Requirements and Registration

for the HKDSE
www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/hkdse/admin/exam_reg_fee/exam_registration/




BAEMSHE

Special Examination Arrangements

ZARAERKFENEORERNZLRURNZEATH - AR
HEBRER  BRRITHEOER - RE - BE  SEIHMEERD
Z4& REFRFEBERIERAZE  RMERIBERHREEN
ZEEBEENRETEZ  SRAVNTZ BRTFBRELZH
FTEHHMZLEERTAF -

The HKEAA provides special examination arrangements (SEA) for
candidates with special needs and disabilities. Candidates with specific
learning disabilities, physical, visual, aural, oral or other disabilities may
apply for SEA. We strive to ensure that candidates with special needs are

equitably assessed under suitable conditions without having an unfair
advantage over other candidates.

EE5iEE Applications

B#EX% School Candidates

Y TREDAFEANMFNIAR  KBRERAF (MRFH
BFHIA) o
Submit the applications in September two years before the

examination year via their schools (i.e. in September of the S5 school
year).

H{& 4 Private Candidates
P BREAEERN —FHRBHRERSRE -

Submit applications during the application period in the year
preceding the examination.

HRIEHA RS
Details of SEA
www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/Candidates/special_needs_candidates/hkdse.html




X & s
HKDSE Subjects

XEBEAMBHRIB=EER - B85

The HKDSE comprises three categories of subjects:

CATEGORY B

CATEGORY C

BFNE BREOEZLSE (PEE
HEX 82 AREMERE) @ URZE
RIENE

Senior Secondary subjects: including four core
subjects (Chinese Language, English Language,
Mathematics, Citizenship and Social Development)
and various elective subjects

ERZEERAE
Applied Learning subjects

HtESHE  £F  RBF > B BE 6
FiE - BHEHE

Other Languages subjects: French, German, Japanese,
Korean, Spanish, Urdu Languages




{REFHS Subject Combinations

g —BME XBRALZLEERENAROMERME=EERS
=
In general, HKDSE candidates would take four core subjects plus two
to three elective subjects.

g EERZARENR > FBREZMBTRF - CRA=AZR
BHEMERI P BEE -
Candidates may take up to a maximum of eight subjects. These
subjects may come from any of Categories A, B or C.

E-o
Oth?} 7 X

p =

N
7o fE % OB

Four Core Subjects

+
BERE(X)

Elective Subjects (X)

REBD BRZE S E AR
MERME=@RERAE
The majority of school
candidates enter for four
core subjects and two to
three elective subjects

XRHEM B EMRFEE [=]
Details of HKDSE Subjects L

www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/hkdse/assessment/subject_information/ i




X &5l 5F 1% 85K
Assessment of HKDSE Subjects

CATEGORYA SMTB senior Secondary Subjects

g TREENN (RERFEES) 8/ (FHEAMA) HIE -

~ The assessment is conducted according to the Curriculum and Assessment
Guide and the Assessment Framework of the respective subjects.

g BEFRZEENA/EINEEZRERELHTHANAER TS
Moderation Committees of the subject/paper concerned, appointed by the
HKEAA, are responsible for the development of question papers and
marking schemes.

BFEFR School-based Assessment

V4 RAEFEGREEERERAZBED  ABRERKEMARTXBEN
RI o AR D HETTAZENBARE °
School-based Assessment (SBA) refers to assessments administered in
schools and marked by the students' own teachers. SBA scores awarded
will count towards students' HKDSE results.

V4 RAFREEERBLESHTENESD 2EHBAEELENRE B

RIESEYETIGLES  ERLELHMPEEPTHECHRENR
FE - HITRAAKTARDE ABMEARBENKE - BHRAZ
SREEVREBEED  HBEETEE -
SBA emphasises the assessment of a wide range of abilities which offers
a comprehensive appraisal of students' performance. By integrating
learning and teaching with assessment, it helps students understand their
strengths and weaknesses through quality feedback from teachers. SBA
also reduces dependence on the results of public examinations, boosts
students' confidence and motivation to learn and enhances autonomous
learning.

Z BEEE1R2ERENERBERARTK -
SBA has been implemented in 12 Category A subjects.




Z :EB [ERE23ER/E Applied Learning (ApL) Subjects

CATEGORY

G FEBEBEREXRTRONE - BRARKT - FEFRE
EEERSBEHRX FEFBRLEER) - ®E a’(i?%#ﬁnn+
REBENEE  BRME—HTXEE RASBRMREFEGFES -

Assessing students' knowledge, understanding and skills related to a
particular profession or trade. ApL Chinese (for non-Chinese speaking
students) is introduced to provide an additional channel exclusively for
non-Chinese speaking students to obtain an alternative Chinese
Language qualification to prepare them for further studies and work.

g TROMER  FLAENRERHELSR -
No public examination and the assessments are conducted by the
respective course providers.

/) ELERBAGEIREBE  URXBRBELER
After moderation by the HKEAA, students' ApL results are recorded on
the HKDSE certificate.




CATEGORYC fthsE =il B Other Languages Subjects

%'%iﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁ¢EMMW$W BTEZHEBEXREST#
BEBERNEEESTEH -

Candidates have to take the stipulated language examinations
administered in Hong Kong by the official organisation(s) of the
respective countries, within two years preceding the HKDSE the
candidate sits.

EENBEEINEERENZSEIKRERULE » FAESIAE
ARENBWEE -

Candidates’ results obtained in these examinations at the stipulated
minimum proficiency level or above will be included in the HKDSE
Category C results.

N

AEHMESHEFE
Details of Category C Other Languages Subjects

www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/HKDSE/assessment/subject_information/
category_c_subjects/




b §5 BE ¥R il =
The Reporting System

=SB senior Secondary Subjects

g TRAEFRAEHE  RAKFSRRAERGE SEMNESR—

ERRMEENERE  BERZERAFTBHER -

The HKEAA is responsible for the grading of Category A subjects and
Standards-referenced Reporting is adopted to report candidates'
assessment results with reference to a set of explicit and fixed standards
of performance.

BRARBHEBREMM  ZLENRBAURMBAER (1-58) EHR-
LUESRMBEBRE - EFSRELET  RARBRNTEIRSH S K
BRENTEFRSR ) HAEWAFROEK - RPBERBARKF
ER [FTFHE] -

Except for Citizenship and Social Development, candidates' performance
is reported in five levels (1—5), with 5 being the highest. The
highest-achieving level 5 candidates are awarded level 5**; the next
highest-achieving level 5 candidates are awarded level 5 and the
remaining level 5 candidates receive simply level 5. Performance below
the level 1 standard for a subject is designated as 'Unclassified'.

APRESEERMOREERIAR [EF] — & HEE [E£]
LTRBIR TRER] BT e

The results of Citizenship and Social Development are reported in one
level, ‘Attained’. Achievements below ‘Attained’ are designated as
‘Unattained’.

[RFRAR] S [RER] RS HSFEEXRARELER -
Results designated as ‘Unclassified’ or ‘Unattained’ will not be reported
on the HKDSE certificate.




5**

5*

ESRABRSER  EFHARE
Z4E TS HRR5*

Level 5 is the highest level. Candidates
with the best performance in level 5 will
be awarded 5**, the next top level 5
candidates will be awarded 5*

ERE1RE [FF 54
Candidates who are not able to attain
level 1 will be labeled as ‘Unclassified’

ZEEFENE (PREMSRERKRS) WRENDESRER
Candidates’ performance in Category A subjects (except for Citizenship and Social
Development) is reported in five levels




CATEGORY B [ERSE T B Applied Learning (ApL) Subjects

/ BERBIERXRE GFEFBLER) 4 EAEINEU=
BERERRE B [ERYLRREE (1) | ~ [EREX
RER (1) | RIEER]  -RAER [E8] OKFERES
[RER| AFEEXNEARELER -

Except for ApL Chinese (for non-Chinese speaking students), three
levels of performance are reported including ‘Attained with
Distinction (ll)’, ‘Attained with Distinction (I)) and ‘Attained’.
Performance below ‘Attained’ is designated as ‘Unattained’ and is
not reported on the HKDSE certificate.

y BREBBEFRX (FEZ2LER) IRWMESRERKE A
[EE| N [EELRRAEE] -

For ApL Chinese (for non-Chinese speaking students), there are two

levels of results, i.e. ‘Attained’ and ‘Attained with Distinction’.

g RIVKFELPERIBFIR
EIRIERIRBE (IT) A LBOREE
agﬁ']g‘t’ix' :}'I') comparable to level 4 or above

of the Category A subjects

Eﬁgﬁﬁii@% h(I)

ained wi 2 = N

b Distinction (I) ;;%Jfgeﬁgﬂg
comparable to level 3 of

ZIR the Category A subjects
Attained

ZEAEZENE (BAZBPRERS) WRAU=ZESRER
Candidates' performance in Category B subjects (except for ApL Chinese) is
reported in three levels




fEE=SHE Other Languages Subjects

g BEFRSEARBTEANRMERGIE > SERBEEZIEER
EENESENKT  EERIAXNBAZERREDNERE -

Different reporting systems are adopted by the official language
examinations. Candidates’ results obtained in these examinations at
the stipulated proficiency level or above will be included in the HKDSE
Category C results and reported on the HKDSE certificate.

V4 NXBRAEZZENUBAZAFOIMER > IEENEERS
BHHE BZEBEZFSEA—RUL  ERRE—EHKF
FREKE  XNBARRNELEREFINBRS K FREEERREN
BHRE -  ERHEEANEERPARRFETR
The HKDSE accepts results obtained in the language examinations
taken within two years preceding the HKDSE the candidate sits. If a
candidate takes the language examinations more than once at the
same or different levels, only the highest level and result attained will
be reported under the HKDSE Category C subjects. A deadline will be
stipulated for the acceptance of the results obtained from these
examinations.

g PEBENELERZIERRBBNERRE

A separate Results Notice and certificate will be issued to each
candidate for the Category C subjects.

REERFEFE
Details of the Reporting System
www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/HKDSE/assessment/the_reporting_system/




X & &S E ROl
Recognition of the HKDSE

MM ESBBRIR Local Tertiary Institutions

ZHEENEANTEZ XN EREFCREEIR  HENLE
HoZERE2 > URAREHESHRBEE [EE] HAE (F
B 332A]) ' EHRERBFEBEAREHNBEEHZESTEYN
REBANRERNWEBLZBURE - REEAZOREBE N FERRDEFE
EENBNREERREMASEY -

Candidates taking the HKDSE have to attain a minimum of level 3 for Chinese
Language and English Language, level 2 for Mathematics Compulsory Part and
‘Attained’ for Citizenship and Social Development (i.e. ‘332A’), in order to meet
the minimum requirements necessary to apply for the undergraduate
programmes offered by the University Grants Committee funded institutions.
Apart from the four core subjects, institutions will also set the requirements for
elective subjects and other admission requirements.

JEINItF SBBRIR Non-local Higher Education Institutions

BRABHORERRI  BUBTHAL - 8BRENSERREE
UXBAMENZESEE - BATEB1,000MELMRERNREFTZR
WRISEREF@EL  JIHBREAEEN —RAZEREM -
The HKDSE qualification is well recognised both locally and globally. Hundreds of
higher education institutions from the Mainland China, Taiwan and overseas accept
the HKDSE results for admission. Over 1,000 non-local tertiary institutions have
published their general admission requirements for candidates holding HKDSE
qualification on the HKEAA website and/or their official websites.

FA¥ Employment

ERTEYREBREREERRBEZRANER KT  KittEXETHR
B —REUNEEAREFIEABER - EBBRTHERRAHK
BEERRTEARNBAEENSHBBNBUNERABER -

The HKDSE is recognised under the Qualifications Framework (QF) in Hong
Kong as meeting the accreditation standards at QF Level 3. It is common in Hong
Kong that employers will set job requirements with reference to results in the
HKDSE. The Civil Service Bureau of the Hong Kong SAR Government also
accepts the results in the HKDSE for civil service appointment purpose.




FEMIN S SRR
Non-local Higher
Education
Institutions

BRI BFHER
b B A B 8 LA SUR
ARENEEE
Hundreds of non-local
institutions accept the
HKDSE results for
admission

IRt S S BRIR
Local Tertiary
Institutions

REIEY - KEE
X BB
SRAREHER
RAHE [332A]

Chinese Language,
English Language,
Mathematics
Compulsory Part and
Citizenship and Social
Development subjects
at ‘332A°

PRE
Employment

BRERBEREE
EZRNER KT
Meeting the
accreditation
standards at Level 3
of Qualifications
Framework in Hong
Kong

X & HKDSE

X BREBRA NS
Details on Recognition of the HKDSE
www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/recognition/




X E e EH i R
HKDSE Benchmarking Study

HREEXMEREGEENNTERER (1ELTS) BEEHA
Benchmarking Study Between HKDSE English
Language and IELTS

ZTREHETEEME  LEXEARBEFEXNH R ALK R
RAKFRFA(ELTS)MKY - MEEXERARBEFZIBEIEH
HEMNIELTSOH - EBEARBFEXNBRREZLE(2019F  2021F K
20235 )BERERMAEIELTSOH - YRS =FBEEIH -

The HKEAA conducted benchmarking studies regularly to compare the score
levels of the HKDSE English Language examination to those of the International
English Language Testing System (IELTS). The table shows the equivalents of
level 3 to level 5** on HKDSE English Language examination with respect to the
IELTS band levels, based on a pooled sample of candidates of the HKDSE
English Language examination (2019, 2021 and 2023) who voluntarily provided
their IELTS results to the HKEAA for data analysis.

OB R EE R HEIELTSFY HEIELTSFH SR 5 8
#E/ PEER BpEoas Average |ELTS Section Band Score
HKDSE English Average IELTS

Language Subject/ Overall Band BikE] BiE A
Component Level Score Reading Writing  Listening




THRESIURAER
Learn more about the HKDSE
www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/hkdse/
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