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1. B/ Introduction of the HKDSE

FERE » B ST = R A F IS PRIE . - FTSIIE P ESUE SR CUBR) « X
B ITE R B AR 2 B 5 HYISHT - A5 7 H SRR AT
EERIH AR, 10 R EEREUERE -

In Hong Kong, students take the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination
(HKDSE) upon completing a full-time three-year senior secondary curriculum. The practical
and written examinations are normally held between February and early May every yeatr,
and results are released in July. Candidates with the required results will be awarded the
HKDSE certificate in October.

A. 2025 FEXBHEEEHHEA Important Dates in 2025 HKDSE

U 9 H%E 10 H
Registration for HKDSE September to October
B R EEEEEH 2H=E3H
Practical exams of Physical Education and Music February to March
FBE SR 3 HpA]E ]
English Language Speaking exams Mid to late March
R H S 4 H

Written exams of Category A subjects April
ARSI 7H

Release of HKDSE results July

o UBHMFEHGRER - 25

www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/hkdse/admin/exam_timetable/

HKDSE Examination Timetable is available at:
www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/admin/exam_timetable/

B. X EHAERESLE] HKDSE Recognitions

wAELH G (F5PE) B0 RIEAREY RS Fhir ~ (BE - PLR
BRSSPI - R F RS A BT ESURIERE - /ARG E T K
MBS o OB B ERIG CERIZENA - AR A DUUERE R A 5251
WLSE > TN E R AR BB B - sEIF AT 26 ¢

www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/recognition/

To secure multiple pathways for further studies and employment for candidates, the Hong
Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA) has been working closely with
local and non-local universities and higher education institutions, employers and
professional bodies worldwide to promote recognition of HKDSE qualifications. The
HKDSE not only provides an important credential for candidates to further their studies
locally or to embark on a career, but they can also apply directly to non-local universities
or institutions with their HKDSE results. More details can be found at
www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/recognition/


http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/hkdse/admin/exam_timetable/
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/admin/exam_timetable/
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/recognition/
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/recognition/

2. HEEEH Information for the Media

A. EHEHEE ;EFEE HKEAA Website & Digital Communications

FRIRMERE T FH o DERREHSEE HER - TIEERERE

e
(ESEAENS

(ES SRR
BRI

T fE | BEE : www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/media/

The Media section on the HKEAA website provides reporters with frequently used
information, including:

Press Releases
Media Responses
Media Events
Facts and Figures

The Media section: www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/media/

HFVREBLLU TR E T HERRE - AR A TSRSt R E ORI AR -

We also provide relevant information about the HKEAA and HKDSE to the media and
members of the public through the following online communication channels.

(EFFEEN)  BFRU—X O MEE R R RO SRR -

www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/About HKEAA/hkeaa_enewsletter/index.html

HKEAA E-News: A quarterly publication containing news and updates about the
HKEAA.
www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/About_ HKEAA/hkeaa_enewsletter/index.html

(CURSRAPER) - B UBR B EMavaEst - RACARSCRS NG &R -
http://blog.hkeaa.edu.hk/

DSE Express: A dedicated blog for HKDSE candidates. Readers will find the latest
information about the examination.
http://blog.hkeaa.edu.hk/

o FRTEEREATREAEN « SOBATHEMEE " ReyEHOE, o)

At 0 JERSUESEFE A S AB R HEEANSEHER - #2=({A]> App Store =
Google Play & T -
www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/app/

HKDSE App: The HKDSE App features a ‘My Exam Schedule’ function that allows
current-year HKDSE candidates to log in and view their personalised examination
information. The App is free to download from the App Store and Google Play.
www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/app/


http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/media/
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/media/
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/About_HKEAA/hkeaa_enewsletter/index.html
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/About_HKEAA/hkeaa_enewsletter/index.html
http://blog.hkeaa.edu.hk/
http://blog.hkeaa.edu.hk/
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/app/
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/app/

B. % Handling of Media Enquiries

NI R B R B A - RO E S R e E R B TR
BB MRes - PTG 2 DR ma) -

FrEWCES > FRHEIN R FEEREAEAE R 22 (5 5 e - etk St
fiti » LR —Z YRR R B SES  » — RIS BAMTEA RSt ny IR IR RE -
A reatam BB B SRR - WAFRE - EEESCARHE S H A B A -

The Public Affairs and Communications Unit (PACU) serves as the primary point of contact
for the media. Journalists seeking information about the HKEAA or wishing to arrange
interviews with our staff members should contact PACU. We will offer relevant information
and support as needed.

Apart from the HKDSE, the HKEAA also administers examinations and assessments for
various organisations, including the Territory-wide System Assessment (TSA) and a wide
range of international and professional examinations. We can only comment on or disclose
examination-related information with prior authorisation from the relevant examination
body. Press enquiries should be directed to the examination body concerned.



3. HehEREZAA Guidelines on News Reporting

A. RETHESH B SRR

Photography and Filming on HKEAA Premises or at Examination Centres

FTA NS A B S TR BRI A RS - R AN e e
AT/ D FE TAERIEH FHES -

All photo-taking, filming or video-recording on HKEAA premises or at examination centres
require prior approval from the HKEAA. Requests should be submitted to PACU at least
five working days before the target date for filming.

B. SRS KR EAR
Guidelines on News Reporting of the HKDSE

FitE Ryl AR ES SRR EIE KX E K R E P G a6 ~ teftaf X
SEERE - BN ELERE FoliE SIS -

R B AR AP AR > MRESAE - F5 A8 eGSR e fss > DU
A BCESEREN HERAR > BEE S EHERE TR A(E -

i IR EEREHCURARTEE

R T (R BFT n] (S R (o A S sl i U U R A - A R
RS R R A LS R IR K -

FRECRE B S P BT RE B THUSUE VAR E SRR H /&
RIHFRGE B & A AT L EUEAR N E - R SsUG IR e Hg R
=5 EERE SRR RHY SR —/ NRF& 7 BE (R A RHUE N A #HE -

FatE s ERAE - SUERIA A ERBHE X EE R AR50
A& EL B & -

i REREXR R AREEERER (FREN)

Forl (B T RS ERGT KA R > St Ent th BlEE SR A R B G S8 sl ) {45
feft (FET) - FEPERE (BT B - ARER RN E HE sk
TERE TS E Rl - MR B SEE IR TS -

BEsh - (CERXRE ) R AR S S USRI Z N 25 - RS ERER
HUARRER > 3 HREBHE SR A BB REHRE - B NEREH SRR N
HARER - WM FEERE - WIREIETHER -



i, FESCREAS

et EE L R R P S DUBIRYE U5 5 5 A AR BB - AR (Gl
SEAETHN) ME - OB HE RGeS AL LSRR T+ 5REE
KT sl = sUS R B FRER 2 RO NEHERE © RyPriE-5 Iz BRLRE - [
P CRE AR B B IR R ERE TR T - AU HE
PTHE -

Ry B A N HUEAE - BRSSP TR LR R 1 T e SR SR B A RN S5
LLURe A AT {5 P E R BTG FHir IR DA FE3IE

o  REIEHER IFE RS LTS
O BGEEMHAEIE RS SIS - e R TR T AL AR AR
o REHERER S A EBINE -

The HKEAA will facilitate news reporting by arranging news photo calls at the examination
centres and providing reference materials to foster public understanding of examination
operations and assessment requirements.

To ensure the fairness of the HKDSE and to protect the privacy and interests of
candidates, examination personnel and examination centres, we urge journalists and
media organisations to adhere to the following guidelines when reporting on the HKDSE.

i. Republishing/Repurposing HKDSE Examination Papers

To assist with news reporting, the HKEAA can provide the media with copies of
examination papers, but only after the relevant examinations have concluded. These
copies can be taken from the examination centres. Any requests for examination paper
copies should be directed to the PACU.

To ensure examination confidentiality and fairness, the content of any HKDSE
examination papers is embargoed until the end of the examination concerned. Since the
start time and end time may vary among different examination centres, any reports about
the content of the examination papers should be released at least one hour after the
scheduled end time of the relevant examination.

The HKEAA retains the copyright of the examination papers. They are only provided to
facilitate news reporting and fact-checking. Media organisations should NOT print or
republish the examination papers in full or include their content disproportionately in news
reports.

ii. Overview of Examination Questions for Citizenship and Social Development
and Chinese Language Subjects

To facilitate media reporting of the question setting and assessment design, the HKEAA
will provide a backgrounder of examination papers for the HKDSE Chinese Language
and Citizenship and Social Development. The HKEAA retains the copyright of these
backgrounders and will release them to the media after the examination concerned has
finished. Media organisations should NOT print or republish the document in full or
excessively.



Besides, the backgrounders are restricted to journalists or editors reporting on the HKDSE
within their organisation. Requests for the backgrounder should be made directly to the
PACU. We reserve the right to take action against anyone who has disclosed the
information concerned without the Authority’s authorisation.

iii. Photography/Filming at Examination Venues

A pool arrangement has been implemented to facilitate news reporting while minimising
disruption to candidates and the examination process. According to the Centre
Supervisors’ Handbook, an HKDSE examination centre refers to the school hall and the
area within two metres outside its entrance, while classroom centres and special rooms
for listening examinations include both the classrooms and the corridor outside. Under
the HKEAA’s policy, photo-taking and filming are NOT allowed without the HKEAA’s
permission to protect candidates' interests and privacy and ensure security and equity of
the examination.

To avoid affecting candidates and the conduct of the examinations, the press is requested
to switch off mobile phones and other communication devices inside the examination
centre. Flashes or lighting are not allowed. In addition, the following content is NOT
permitted for photo or video shooting at examination venues:

® Any close-up of the faces of candidates;

® Any documents showing the personal data of candidates, including identity cards,
admission forms, barcode labels, etc;

® The content of examination papers and candidates’ answer booklets.



4. HER5 | HEEEE

Permission for Quotation and Reproduction of Backdated Question

FHRPEEER (CUER) -~ BETESE (%) AEESHEEEE (5%)
HEERRE TS X BT - B A s aksis | A R fEsE - M
RS o SRR AR AY E - www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/resources/publications/qps/

The copyright of the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination (HKDSE),
Hong Kong Certificate of Education Examination (HKCEE), and Hong Kong Advanced
Level Examination (HKALE) examination questions is reserved by the HKEAA.

Anyone wishing to reproduce or quote backdated examination questions must obtain
permission from the HKEAA. Application details can be obtained at:
www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/resources/publications/qps/

5. TR KEARTECRES
HKEAA Corporate & HKDSE Logos

HKEAA Corporate Logo:

I FEZERFHEA
Hong Kong
Examinations and
Assessment Authority

FEERRFEAR
Hong Kong

Examinations and
Assessment Authority

HKDSE Logo:

HKDSE Z HKDSE

HONG KONG DIPFLOMA OF SECONDARY EDUCATION
HONG KONG DIFLOMA OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

FabE kT ESCRIESS S MR - WEIZ E AN SR i SIS - EAEA
AREEFH LA ERESE - ZAS e N S R H RN R

The HKEAA has registered its trademark and the HKDSE logo in Hong Kong for a wide
range of goods and services. Members of the media should seek approval from the PACU
before using the logos.


https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/resources/publications/qps/
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/resources/publications/qps/

6. 2025 - 3URHHBE R R BT

Facts and Figures about the 2025 HKDSE

A. #2% A8 Entry Figures

#epmsn =2 A 87 Total Candidature

B4
Category of Candidates

B4 School Candidates
H1{Z4: Private Candidates
2l#s Total No. of Candidates

ANBL
No. of Candidates

% 45,000
%7 10,000
455,000

#Z00EE #H7% A # Candidate Entries for Core Subjects

BE

Subject

RS

Chinese Language
TR

English Language
Lites

Mathematics
NERBEiE

Citizenship and Social
Development

EREL

No. of School
Candidates

4] 43,000
&\ 45,000

&\ 45,000

& 45,000

EEEES
No. of Private
Candidates

#J 5,000
#76,000

#76,000

] 3,000

AL
Total No. of
Candidates

4 48,000
#J51,000

#J51,000

4 48,000

2025 F BB T SET BT KA AR SR (Bl ) A2 ¢

www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/Media/facts/facts.html

Entry figures of the 2025 HKDSE and the Examination Reports of the past public

examinations are available at www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/Media/facts/facts.html


http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/Media/facts/facts.html
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/Media/facts/facts.html

B. F&HFLIH Examination Subjects

2025 FoUBaEE =R ¢
Three categories of subjects are offered in the 2025 HKDSE:

B &TRH

Category A: Senior Secondary subjects

#% 0 FEFE Core subjects

G e
Chinese Language Mathematics

JLEE ANEETE S E
English Language Citizenship and Social Development

==

#EERIE Elective subjects

o o ) SRR
Chinese Histor Biolo SUIES A NEEElE
y 9y Studies
SHETYE = HeE
Chinese Literature Chemistry Music
Fah R P 52 Kl
Literature in English Physics Visual Arts
Ay R A S =]
Economics Technology and Living Physical Education
S L g e FE R
- B FARH
Geography Design and Applied
Technology
ids
History

5% ~ EEt e B

Business, Accounting and

Financial Studies
it i B ERARF

Tourism and Hospitality

Studies
(e T R

Health Management and

Social Care
Bl R EaR R

Information and

Communication Technology

10



3 - EAEERE

Category B: Applied Learning subjects

FERSEESX (FEEESELEEM)

Applied Learning Chinese (for non-Chinese speaking students)

IR L

Chinese in Business Service

B

Practical Chinese

FERIRER
Applied Science
EhPRE

Animal Care

HBEN N ATTERE AR

Exercise and Fitness Coaching

AR

Food Innovation and Science
(REFEEHE

Health Care Practice

BRLEE

Practical Psychology

rEE ~ BE AR

Business, Management and Law
B

Accounting for e-Business

SR EE e

Data Application for Business
EARPEED

Law Enforcement in Hong Kong
AIREE

Creative Studies
CHVHBPEIE &

Computer Game and Animation Design
e Seass

Fashion Image Design

TR — R &GT
Jewellery Design in Digital Age

FRATIE — SRR

Taking a Chance on Dance

11

BHRBERETX

Chinese in Practical Context

JEFH L EHER

Applied Psychology

AR ENRLES K G TR

Exercise Science and Health Fitness
rh B &2 B FLpk

Foundation in Chinese Medicine

B bERrER

Medical Laboratory Science

1EEEHE
Rehabilitation Care Practice

NIHERE — PH¥EREA
Al in Business
SRR AT
Introduction to Fintech

5 I Rl LAt

Marketing and Online Promotion

Hhs e E s T HEE

Digital Comic Design and Production
FE NP

Interior and Exhibition Design

Uit AT 25 e

Popular Music Production

HEkBH%a - BIEAERE

The Essentials of Theatre Arts



TREKEE

Engineering and Production

AN L Reatsi A

Al and Robotics

CLE e s

Computer Forensic Technology
B AEIR TAE

Electrical and Energy Engineering

R

Railway Studies

HEREE

Media and Communication

FEA HEE K HASE

Applied Japanese and Japanese Culture

FEREE (BEETsE) —r MRS IsE
Applied Learning (Vocational English) -
English for Business Services

B — P B A

Creative English - Biz and Media

SR

Digital Brand Communication

A4S HEE A HASE

AT
\EID

Everyday Japanese and Japanese Culture

LRSS

Korean Language and Culture

INCESEY S

PR and Multimedia Communication

i

Services

W AR R

Airport Passenger Terminal Operations

MAREE
Child Care and Education

MR

Hospitality Services in Practice

it B DA 2 2

Patisserie and Café Operations

HTRR R R

Modern Southeast Asian Cuisine

12

AL

Aviation Studies
BREHEEEE
Digital Construction
B

eSports Technology
GRS TS

Tech Basics

A
\DEI

JEREEE (HE FEEE
Applied Learning (Vocational English) -
English Communication

FEREEE (EETLEE) — IR ssedist
Applied Learning (Vocational English) —
English for Service Professionals

BB ILRE— A RHELE B
Creative English — PR and Marketing

HEAG  EaRUE
Digital Media and Radio Production

C-Aa ik

Film and Transmedia

E408 e

Multimedia Storytelling
HHENE (£5)

Practical Translation (CHI-ENG)

2f) e 3 e

Child Care and Development

IR

Fundamental Cosmetology
N

Hotel Operations

PHE R anEfE

Western Cuisine



A - HAFESFE
Category C: Other Languages subjects

OB
2025 HKDSE
AEE (R H&E
French Language German Language Japanese Language
RE A PEPEFE
Korean Language Spanish Language
SOBRAM PR
2026 HKDSE and beyond
AEE (ke H&E
French Language German Language Japanese Language
CEEE PEPEAE SRR
Korean Language Spanish Language Urdu Language

G FAANES HAER B TSR E e S A -
Remark: Candidates have to take the stipulated language examinations administered in Hong
Kong by the official organisations.

B EE B - WERH AEH ~ 2R =(EEH PR o 5 R
FEREFHVEREST (MLM2) - BTV RAREELOMEER s B &R o Bl S Y
PRIMAE D > A G A Ry BRI -

Candidates may take a maximum of eight subjects from Categories A, B, or C. If a
candidate chooses to take the Extended Part (M1/M2) of Mathematics, the result will be
reported separately. However, it will not be regarded as an additional subject.

SRS - 2 PER E RS - T

www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/hkdse/assessment/subject_information/

Details of Categories A, B and C subjects are available at:
www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/assessment/subject_information/

13


http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/hkdse/assessment/subject_information/
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/assessment/subject_information/

C. E4E£FMEECRSMHER
Handbook for Candidates and HKDSE-Related Fees

24 F M Handbook for Candidates

2025 F30BA (FATH) E LHENERFREE - & Ty HE s iRk d5510
DU BT HRVES RS EEER - HAEEMRE T MANE ETHRARE -

The 2025 HKDSE Handbook for Candidates has been uploaded on the HKEAA website.
The Handbook contains important information on examination regulations, procedures and
various instructions for candidates. Candidates are advised to read the Handbook carefully
and abide by the regulations.

RS MHEEFH HKDSE-Related Fees

=B
Examination
Fees

BIZE S
EEvEX
Rechecking &
Remarking and
Appeal Review

HHEE%&E Hyperlinks

https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/Media/PR/PR_2025 HKDS
E_Exam_fee chi.pdf ()

https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/Media/PR/PR_2025 HKDS
E_Exam_fee_eng.pdf (Eng)

www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/hkdse/admin/release_of results/ (H1)

www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/admin/release_of results/ (Eng)

14


http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/hkdse/admin/student_s_handbook/
http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/admin/student_s_handbook/
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/Media/PR/PR_2025_HKDSE_Exam_fee_chi.pdf
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/Media/PR/PR_2025_HKDSE_Exam_fee_chi.pdf
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/Media/PR/PR_2025_HKDSE_Exam_fee_eng.pdf
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/DocLibrary/Media/PR/PR_2025_HKDSE_Exam_fee_eng.pdf
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/hkdse/admin/release_of_results/
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/hkdse/admin/release_of_results/

D. ®&FH% School-based Assessment (SBA)

BEARA AR LRI H

SBA is implemented in the following subjects in the HKDSE

AL

FEEE L

G|

=

IR

asca T EAfE R
(R e B B TR
GRS
FRE SR

PR
FHs B AEE

i 0]

AR A THZHE R &R

Chinese Language

English Language

Biology

Chemistry

Chinese Literature

Design and Applied Technology
Health Management and Social Care
Information and Communication Technology
Literature in English

Physics

Technology and Living

Visual Arts

» FERE 4G E - www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/sba/

Detailed information on the SBA is available at: www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/SBA/

15


https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/sba/
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/SBA/

