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INTRODUCTION 

To enhance understanding of the standards of the HKDSE Examination, authentic samples of 
candidates’ scripts in the 2021 examination are selected to form this set of exemplars which serve to 
illustrate the typical performance standards at different levels. 

There are four papers in this subject. This set of exemplars is selected from candidates’ scripts of 
Paper 1 to illustrate the typical performance standards at different levels. 

It is advisable to read this set of exemplars together with the question papers and the marking 
schemes in order to understand the requirements of the questions and the marking criteria. The 
question papers and the marking schemes are published in the 2021 HKDSE Question Papers (with 
marking schemes and comments on candidates’ performance). 
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Level 5 exemplars 1 & 2 

Comments 

 Understands the ideas presented in a range of text types and their logical sequence 

 Is able to comprehend the main ideas and reads carefully for details 

 Is able to understand points of views of the people mentioned in the texts and identify their 
arguments and supporting details 

 Is able to infer information from the texts 

 Is able to identify and interpret subtle implications about the writer’s opinions 

 Is able to identify words within the text that have specific meanings 

 Is able to interpret metaphor used in the text 

 Is able to paraphrase and manipulate the text to complete gap-fill items 

18 



 

 

  

Level 4 exemplar 1 

Part A 

19 



 

 

  

Level 4 exemplar 1 

Part A 

20 



 

 

  

Level 4 exemplar 1 

Part A 

21 



 

 

  

Level 4 exemplar 1 

Part A 

22 



 

 

 

Level 4 exemplar 1 

Part B2 

23 



 

 

 

Level 4 exemplar 1 

Part B2 

24 



 

    

  

 

 

Level 4 exemplar 1 

Part B2 

25 



 

 

 

Level 4 exemplar 1 

Part B2 

26 



 

 

  

Level 4 exemplar 2 

Part A 

27 



 

 

  

Level 4 exemplar 2 

Part A 

28 



 

    

  

 

 

Level 4 exemplar 2 

Part A 

29 



 

 

  

Level 4 exemplar 2 

Part A 

30 



 

 

 

Level 4 exemplar 2 

Part B2 

31 



 

 

 

Level 4 exemplar 2 

Part B2 

32 



 

    

  

 

 
 

Level 4 exemplar 2 

Part B2 

33 



 

 

 

Level 4 exemplar 2 

Part B2 

34 



 

  

 

   

 

            
 

  

 

 

  

Level 4 exemplars 1 & 2 

Comments 

 Understands some of the main ideas presented in different texts types 

 Is able to comprehend some of the main ideas in texts 

 Is able to understand some of points of views of the people mentioned in the texts and identify 
some of their arguments 

 Is able to infer some information from the texts 

 Is able to interpret some of the different views and attitudes of the writers 

 Is able to identify words within the texts that have specific meanings 

 Has some difficulty interpreting metaphor used in the texts 

 Is able to paraphrase and manipulate the text to complete some gap-fill items 
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Level 3 exemplars 1 & 2 

Comments 

 Understands the main theme and ideas of texts in fairly complex texts 

 Is able to identify explicitly expressed views or stated information and arguments 

 Is able to understand some of the details of the text but has more difficulty understanding 
expressed views and arguments 

 Is able to make more inferences for straightforward texts 

 Is able to complete summary when the information is straightforward and more explicit 
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Level 2 exemplars 1 & 2 

Comments 

 Understands explicitly stated information on a familiar topic 

 Is able to identify some of the main ideas in a simple paragraph when the text is simply 
structured and the topic is familiar 

 Is able to find specific information for straightforward gap fill reading comprehension 
questions 

 Is able to identify basic factual information 
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Level 1 exemplars 1 & 2 

Comments 

 Understands the texts which are simply structured and the topic is familiar 

 Is able to identify main ideas of a simple paragraph 

 May have difficulty interpreting basic information 

 May have difficulty completing the summary 
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