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INTRODUCTION 

To enhance understanding of the standards of the HKDSE Examination, authentic samples of 
candidates’ scripts in the 2016 examination are selected to form this set of exemplars which serve to 
illustrate the typical performance standards at different levels. 

There are four papers in this subject. This set of exemplars is selected from candidates’ scripts of 
Paper 2 to illustrate the typical performance standards at different levels. 

It is advisable to read this set of exemplars together with the question papers and the marking 
schemes in order to understand the requirements of the questions and the marking criteria. The 
question papers and the marking schemes are published in the 2016 HKDSE Question Papers (with 
marking schemes and comments on candidates’ performance). 
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Level 5 exemplar 1 

Part A 
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Level 5 exemplar 1 

Part A 
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Level 5 exemplar 1 

Part A  
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Level 5 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 2 
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Level 5 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 2 
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Level 5 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 2 
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Level 5 exemplar 1 

Comments 

Part A 

Content 

There are very many creative and interesting points here and these are well developed (e.g. with reference to 

the speaker’s own experience). The benefits of following school rules are clearly illustrated by the examples 

from the speaker’s own life. There is also reference to the broader, school-based benefits of following rules 

and making friends. The awareness of audience is high and the reader is engaged throughout. 

Language 

There is a very wide range of accurate and appropriate sentence structures, all of which are appropriately 

complex and mostly error-free. Vocabulary is wide and phrasing expresses subtleties of meaning. Collocations 

are natural e.g. ‘gone horribly wrong’, ‘underwent… changes’, ‘achieve success’. Register, tone and style 

are entirely appropriate to the genre and text-type, although there are some examples of language which might 

be considered too formal (e.g. ‘hence’). There is evidence of high-level ability to use language creatively and 

in a sophisticated manner e.g. the rhetorical question ‘It’s horrible, isn’t it?’; the repetition of ‘When you…’ as 

a rhetorical device for emphasis; and the shifts from description to explanation to exhortation, which are 

achieved with ease and in a natural manner. There is a strong personal voice. 

Organization 

The text is very well organized and ideas are logically developed in a manner which is appropriate to the 

speech genre. There is an engaging opening and a friendly close. The writing is coherent but connectives are 

not overused or intrusive, although there are some inappropriate examples (e.g. in the use of ‘the above’, 

which is more suitable for writing than speech). 

Part B 

Content 

Content fulfills the requirements of the question (3 developed points) although one or two places need more 

development (e.g. expenditure on sports facilities rises they will reduce the money on teaching). The point 

about schools’ ranking and availability of sports facilities may be redundant. Apart from that, all ideas are 

relevant and clearly expressed. The letter shows good awareness of audience and the reader’s interest is 

maintained throughout.  

Language 

There are some good examples of vocabulary (‘I understand that…’, ‘the suggestion of opening the facilities 

to the public is not feasible’). A range of accurate sentence structures is used throughout the letter.  There are 

grammar errors that do not affect clarity – one of the factors which decide (agreement), arguement (spelling), 

the schools be responsible in coping with the problem, part of the money of the schools comes from the 

donation. There are some common mistakes such as ‘in lack of’,’ the breakage of’, etc. 

Organization 

Text is organized effectively – clear paragraphs and clear, logical development of ideas in each paragraph. 

Cohesion is achieved through paragraphing, given-new ordering of ideas, complex sentences with if, as once, 

etc. 
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Level 5 exemplar 2 

Part A 
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Level 5 exemplar 2 

Part A 
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Level 5 exemplar 2 

Part A 
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Level 5 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 7 
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Level 5 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 7 
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Level 5 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 7 
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Level 5 exemplar 2 

Comments 

Part A 

Content 

The content entirely fulfills the requirements of the question and the ideas are well developed in accordance 

with the demands of the task. There is evidence of sophistication in the presentation of the way in which 

following rules is important, framed as part of the metaphor of ‘school as community/family’. The speaker 

mentions the benefits to teachers and other staff, as well as fellow students, which is a nice touch. 

Language 

There is a very wide range of accurate and appropriate sentence structures, including more complex structures. 

Grammar is mainly accurate, and collocations natural. There are a few inaccuracies (e.g. prepositions) but 

these do not affect clarity. There are no particularly outstanding expressions or turns of phrase but the 

vocabulary, register, tone and style are suited to the genre and text-type. The persona is maintained throughout 

and supported with the appropriate language. 

Organization 

The text is very well organized and ideas are logically developed in a manner appropriate to the genre. The 

phrasing is connected in varied and sophisticated ways throughout (e.g. ‘That being said’, ‘I would like to 

again emphasize’). The opening and closing are engaging and appropriate for a speech. There are some 

reminders of who the speaker is, although there could be a stronger sense of an individual style. 

Part B 

Content 

The content fulfills the requirements of the question. There is a detailed description of two trends. The citing 

of actual examples, names and events (e.g. Indiecast FM, champion player Li Ho Cheung) shows good 

first-hand knowledge of the writer, which in turn facilitates reader’s understanding and maintains the reader’s 

attention. The justifications for the suggested activities are well explained and convincing. 

Language 

The writer uses a wide range of sentence patterns and demonstrates a good grasp of simple and complex 

sentences. Vocabulary is wide and mostly used appropriately. There are occasional slips in the spelling of 

common words (e.g. attrative, noticable, Marathorn) and in grammar, for instance in subject-verb agreement 

(e.g. Indie music are) and the passive voice (e.g. could be taken place). 

Organization 

Ideas are well organized and developed logically. The smooth flow of ideas makes readability high. Points 

within each paragraph are logically presented and elaborated. Cohesive ties are appropriately used (e.g. 

moreover, therefore, in conclusion). 
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Level 4 exemplar 1 

Part A 
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Level 4 exemplar 1 

Part A 
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Level 4 exemplar 1 

Part A 
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Level 4 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 5 
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Level 4 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 5 
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Level 4 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 5 
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Level 4 exemplar 1 

Comments 

Part A 

Content 

This speech addresses the content requirements well. The ideas are well developed with a lot of supporting 

points which illustrate the benefits of following school rules and being part of a family. There is an element of 

sophistication in presenting different attitudes to rules, and some humour (‘Well because it is’). 

Language 

The language is mostly accurate and there is some complexity of phrasing, although attempts to express 

complex ideas sometimes lead to errors (e.g. ‘Despite the fact that everything has two sides, so as having or 

maintaining relationships.’). Vocabulary is wide (e.g. ‘inevitable’, ‘isolated’) and suited to the genre. 

Rhetorical questions are appropriate in context (‘Sounds nice, right?’) and the register, tone and style are well 

handled (e.g. ‘my fellow students’ and ‘to be frank with you all’, which give a personal touch). There is a 

strong personal voice here. 

Organization 

The text is mostly organized effectively, with a clear structure and ideas which are well developed. The text 

flows well but the discourse markers are not always accurate or appropriate e.g. ‘Having said that’ and 

‘Thereby’ are misused. The opening is not very engaging since it simply states how the speech will be 

organized, but the ending does a better job, marred only by the last line (which is unnecessary and spoils the 

tone). 

Part B 

Content 

Content addresses the requirements of the questions adequately. The writer uses childhood memories as a 

lead-in and describes street food as one aspect of local street life that is disappearing. This is commendable, 

but the writes loses focus later on and the part giving reasons why street life should be preserved is not strong. 

The section about why street food is disappearing is irrelevant. The writer would have been awarded higher 

marks if she had focussed on why street food is worth preserving. 

Language 

There is a range of sentence structures, with some attempts to use more complete sentences. There are 

occasional mistakes in grammar. The vocabulary choice is mostly appropriate. 

Organization 

The text is organized effectively with logical development of ideas in most parts of the essay. However, the 

mentioning of the ‘Fish ball revolution’ is intrusive and affects the overall coherence as the writer doesn’t 

explain why the news saddens her. The final paragraph is problematic as the tone is inconsistent with the rest 

of essay. 
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Level 4 exemplar 2 

Part A 
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Level 4 exemplar 2 

Part A 



25 

Level 4 exemplar 2 

Part A 
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Level 4 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 6 
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Level 4 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 6 
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Level 4 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 6 
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Level 4 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 6 
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Level 4 exemplar 2

Comments 

Part A 

Content 

The content is relevant and fulfills the requirements of the task, although there is nothing particularly creative 

in the way it is treated. This is a straightforward call to obey the rules in school as a practice for real life. The 

example of the head prefect is appropriate. The benefits of making friends are the predictable ones but are 

sufficiently well elaborated. 

Language 

There is a wide range of accurate sentence structures, with the simple ones being mostly accurate and errors 

occurring when more complex structures are attempted. Vocabulary is appropriate for the genre (e.g. 

‘undeniably’, ‘obstacles’). Collocations are mostly accurate (e.g. ‘achieve success’, ‘develop strong bonds’) 

but not ‘take a conclusion’ or ‘fresh student’. The rhetorical question ‘Why am I saying this?’ is appropriate. 

Register, tone and style are quite well handled and consistent throughout, e.g. in ‘You are big boys now’. 

Organization 

The writing is well organised, in general. The opening is functional, if not particularly engaging. ‘Let me twist 

the topic to the other side’ is unusual phrasing but may be seen as a creative take on moving from one point to 

another. The ending is appropriately motivating, if not very accurately expressed. 

Part B 

Content 

A story addresses the requirements of the question. There are conflicts in the story, but the revenge turns out to 

be a kind gesture rather than an act of revenge for the wound inflicted. With this kind of interpretation of the 

topic ‘revenge is sweet’, the reader’s interest is not held.  

Language 

A range of simple and complex sentences is used.  Vocabulary is mostly used appropriately and it is 

relatively wide, e.g. ‘I totally froze’. Grammatical errors occur but overall clarity is not affected. 

Organization 

There is a logical development of ideas except with the sudden mentioning of Mary in paragraph 8. 
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Level 3 exemplar 1 

Part A
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Level 3 exemplar 1 

Part A 
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Level 3 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 3 
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Level 3 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 3 
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Level 3 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 3 
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Level 3 exemplar 1 

Comments 

Part A 

Content 

The content is relevant in the sense that it relates to school rules and interpersonal relationships. However, the 

first two paragraphs are actually descriptions of particular rules rather than general reminders about the 

importance of following rules; this was a common problem with this year’s answers. The second part is better. 

There is an elaboration of the different kinds of challenges faced by students. There is some awareness of 

audience. 

Language 

Simple sentences are generally accurate and there are attempts to use more complex sentences. The 

vocabulary is basic but appropriate. There are some errors but clarity is not affected. Collocation is generally 

appropriate (‘favourable impression’; ‘overcome… problem’; face… challenges). The tone and style are 

mostly appropriate. 

Organization 

This is quite easy to follow (helped by numbered points) and the connections between ideas are usually 

logical. The speech flows quite well and connectives are not overused. The speaker says that they will remind 

us of the importance of rules, but actually starts talking about a particular rule (not copying homework). The 

opening of the final paragraph (‘Last but not least’) is inappropriate since it suggests that this is the last of a 

series of similar points rather than a concluding summary or statements. 

Part B 

Content 

The content partially satisfies the requirements of the question. Three reasons are provided to show why 

graduates should not look for opportunities in other cities in Asia: (i) Language barrier/communication 

problems, (ii) lower living standard and (iii) negative impact on locals (their job opportunities being taken 

away). A large part of paragraph one is copied from the prompt. There are gaps in ideas, in particular in the 

third reason given, in which the writer mentions that it takes time for graduates to find a job; but then he 

continues that this will take away the job opportunities of the locals. This affects the flow of ideas and readers 

are not oriented clearly enough to the topic discussed. 

Language 

Short simple sentences are generally accurate. There are lots of spelling mistakes in basic vocabulary however 

e.g. ‘are cable of’ ‘nowaday’, Putongue, counturies, Vitenam, etc. Grammatical mistakes are frequent e.g. verb

tense/ verb form, as in ‘I’m totally disagree’; verb form, as in ‘how can they having a job in Asia’; word class,

as in ‘that you growth up’. Despite the number of mistakes, understanding is not seriously impeded. On the

whole, the lexis used is appropriate.

Organization 

Simple cohesive devices such as ‘Firstly’ and ‘Last’ are used. Development of ideas is sometimes fuzzy 

however e.g. it takes time to find a job in Hong Kong, but there are reduced job opportunities in other Asian 

countries. The link is not clearly made. 



37 

Level 3 exemplar 2 

Part A 
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Level 3 exemplar 2 

Part A
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Level 3 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 4 
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Level 3 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 4 
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Level 3 exemplar 2 

Comments 

Part A 

Content 

The writer has approached the task as if it were an argumentative one more than a persuasive speech, although 

there is some awareness of audience. The strength of the piece is that there is a detailed justification for 

following rules, in three areas (personal, school tradition and relationship with teachers), as well as an 

explanation of the need for interpersonal relationships, to help with problem solving in school and as a 

preparation for life. The weakness is that there is nothing very original about the content, and nothing which 

gives a sense of the personality of the speaker. There is also some repetition of very similar ideas e.g. on 

communication skills/interpersonal relationships/getting close to one another. 

Language 

The writing is quite complex, with several ideas in a single sentence, but this is a cause of errors. There are 

also errors of more basic kinds (e.g. part of speech). Vocabulary is quite sophisticated (‘regulate’, ‘reliable’, 

‘impression’) but there are some unusual lexical choices which are close to being accurate but are not really 

(‘eyebrown’, ‘grouped-living animals’). Collocation is generally good (‘basic requirement’, ‘enter society’, 

‘expand your social network’). 

Organization 

The speech is easy to follow, in general, and the last section is appropriate and gives the listeners a clear sense 

of their responsibilities. The sentences are quite long, however, and the writer has difficulty in connecting the 

various ideas that they wish to convey. Commas are overused as punctuation devices and do not help the 

reader get a sense of the relationship between the parts of each sentence. The end of the first paragraph in 

particular suffers from coherence problems. It would have been better to simplify the structure and use shorter 

sentences. 

Part B 

Content 

The content partially satisfies the requirements of the question. There are some relevant ideas but there are 

also gaps in the presentation of the topic. Three points are given but not developed. The letter engages the 

reader’s interest only sporadically. Overall, the writer does not convey the message effectively. 

Language 

Simple sentences are generally accurately constructed. Occasional attempts are made to use more complex 

sentences. The writer attempts to use complex sentences like conditionals, but they are not all grammatically 

correct. There are a lot of grammatical mistakes in the text and these errors sometimes affect meaning, e.g. ‘by 

do that they are breaking the trust bond between parent and child’; ‘not only will their be trust issues’. 

Common vocabulary is generally appropriate though the range is limited. On the whole, the lexis used is 

appropriate. 

Organization 

Parts of the text are generally defined. Some cohesive devices are used to link ideas. The overall relationship 

of ideas between paragraphs is indicated by the use of linking words but the choice is not always appropriate 

(First of all, Second of all, Lastly). 
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Level 2 exemplar 1 

Part A 
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Level 2 exemplar 1 

Part A 
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Level 2 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 2 
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Level 2 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 2 
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Level 2 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 2 
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Level 2 exemplar 1 

Comments 

Part A 

Content 

The content covers the necessary points and discusses school rules and interpersonal relationships. There is a 

sense that this is a speech addressed to an audience of peers, and there is some good advice (‘calm down and 

be brave’). The ending expresses the appropriate sentiments. The main point of the first paragraph is that 

school rules protect you, but this point is simply stated and not developed at all. The second paragraph is 

about friendship but it is difficult to get more than this from it, and the reference to exams is not clearly 

relevant. 

Language 

There are errors of different kinds here (spelling, word choice, part of speech, agreement etc.) and they occur 

in all sentences. Vocabulary is mostly very basic, with the exception of ‘encourage your friends’, which is part 

of a nice modal construction. The writer tends to begin sentences with ‘It’ and this affects coherence and gives 

rise to an inappropriate impersonal tone: it would have been better to address the audience directly throughout. 

Organization 

There has been an attempt to structure the writing and there are some good choices of connectives (‘In order 

to’, ‘if’, ‘such as’). The opening is acceptable but it would have been better to begin with ‘I’m sure you are 

scared’, to establish empathy with the audience. ‘The othe[r] thing is about’ is a rather conversational way of 

moving on to the second point. As mentioned above, the overuse of ‘It’ at the beginnings of sentences, some 

uses of which are anaphoric and some not, makes it a challenge to understand the intended flow of ideas. The 

end of the speech is clearly signalled and the parallelism of ‘go’ and ‘be’ lends a rhetorical flourish which 

means the speech ends on a high note. 

Part B 

Content 

The content partially addresses the requirements of the question. The writer states his opinion and gives three 

reasons in the introduction. However, the reasons/ideas given in paragraphs 2-4 are not strong and are 

repetitive. The third point about solving the insufficient land problem in Hong Kong by ‘using the public place 

become the house’ is not relevant. The writer attempts to elaborate his ideas, but this has been unsuccessful as 

most ideas are poorly expressed. 

Language 

Some short simple sentences are accurately structured. Frequent grammar errors often affect meaning e.g. 

‘sofe the problem’, ‘school sports facilities not people to use’. 

Organization 

There are attempts to organize the letter. Parts of the text are generally defined (using firstly, secondly and 

thirdly) and in paragraphs. The writer attempts to use leading sentences to structure his letter but they are not 

often effective. The link between ideas is often tenuous, making it hard for readers to follow e.g. ‘In one day 

we just have eight hours at school. Another time school sports facilities not people to use. Some facilities is 

very special.’   
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Level 2 exemplar 2 

Part A
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Level 2 exemplar 2 

Part A
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Level 2 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 9 
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Level 2 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 9 
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Level 2 exemplar 2 

Comments 

Part A 

Content 

The writer has approached this simply as a list of reasons for following rules and being friendly, and these are 

sensible, although the choice seems rather random and the concern with safety is unwarranted. The ‘or 

something like that’ is also rather strange. The idea of friends being mirrors is interesting, but not well 

developed, and there is confusion between bad relationships and bad people. There is little sense that this is a 

speech to an audience of peers until the final sentence: it is addressed to You’ throughout, however, which 

gives some sense of an intended audience. 

Language 

There are grammatical errors of different types in all sentences, and the vocabulary is limited in range. The 

perspective and modality are constantly shifting, so that we jump from general observation to possibility to 

advice from one sentence to another; and we are never sure whether the changes are intentional or accidental. 

Organization 

There seems to be an awareness of discourse structuring devices but these are either inappropriately 

formal/more suitable for writing (‘not only but also’, ‘moreover’), too weak for the linking job (‘then’, ‘plus’) 

or redundant (‘so’). The attempt to make a concessive point using ‘although’ doesn’t quite work since the 

subject changes in mid-sentence. In short, while we can follow the writing, the overall impression is one of 

incoherence. 

Part B 

Content 

The letter partially fulfills the requirements of the task. The writer does give the reason for choosing acting as 

a career but the explanation is not in-depth enough, for example, when he does not elaborate on why his 

parents’ worry over the competitive environment in the field is not valid. 

Language 

There are many grammatical mistakes in the essay, e.g. in agreement (You may say there are too much 

competition in acting), parts of speech (If I success for get in Academy for Performing Arts), spelling (success, 

chose, oppotunity) and plurals (Those academic subject). 

Organization 

Parts of the text are clearly defined. While it is quite easy for readers to understand the main theme of each 

paragraph, the progression of ideas within paragraphs is not smooth, which makes it hard for readers to follow. 
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Level 1 exemplar 1 

Part A 
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Level 1 exemplar 1 

Part A 
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Level 1 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 9 
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Level 1 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 9 
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Level 1 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 9 
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Level 1 exemplar 1 

Part B Question 9 
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Level 1 exemplar 1 

Comments 

Part A 

Content 

Some of the content is relevant but there is no real development and there is a heavy reliance on the task 

prompt for ideas and phrasing. Awareness of audience seems to be very limited. 

Language 

The sentences are short and the grammar and vocabulary is simple, with numerous grammatical and spelling 

errors, such as ‘culb’ for ‘club’. There is lots of repetition (e.g. ‘student[s] can/(no) know’). 

Organization 

Some simple cohesive ties are used in some parts of the text (e.g. ‘for example’) but these are rare and there is 

little sense that the text has been consciously organized, apart from the obvious feature of separate paragraphs. 

Part B 

Content 

There are a few relevant ideas. The writer attempts to develop ideas, but this is not very effective. 

Language 

Some short, simple sentences are used. There are many errors in language and lexical choices, which often 

impede communication. 

Organization 

There is a clear letter structure, with a greeting, and an opening stating choice and reasons, although the 

reasons are not clear or logically developed. There are attempts to use some cohesive ties to link ideas but 

these are not effective. 
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Level 1 exemplar 2 

Part A 
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Level 1 exemplar 2 

Part A 
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Level 1 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 6 
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Level 1 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 6 
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Level 1 exemplar 2 

Part B Question 6 
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Level 1 exemplar 2 

Comments 

Part A 

Content 

The limitations of the language make understanding the content difficult in places but there is evidence that 

the candidate has at least thought about the question, and given an answer which is relevant in places. The 

opening paragraph talks about two features of the school which make it attractive, which does not seem to be 

relevant to the task; the second paragraph refers to a school rule on phone use and is also of questionable 

relevance; the third is about how the speaker overcame some initial problems, which is certainly relevant; the 

final paragraph offers to take the students on a tour of the school, which shows an awareness of audience. 

Language 

There are many errors in sentence structure, spelling and usage, most of which cause confusion, and the 

vocabulary is very simple. There is hardly an accurate chunk of language above the phrase level, and most key 

words are incorrectly spelled. The tone is consistently positive and helpful, however. 

Organization 

The speech is easy enough to follow but the sections could be more logically ordered. There are some 

appropriate choices of ways of connecting ideas (e.g. ‘nowadays’ and ‘but’), but the overall impression is of 

randomness. What is ‘however’ doing in the final paragraph, for example? The time sequence is also confused 

by the mention of ‘few weeks ago’. 

Part B 

Content 

The writer seems to have misunderstood the task and has not written a story. 

Language 

There are many grammatical errors which obscure meaning. Most of the sentences are not comprehensible. 

Organization 

Ideas are very scattered and are not cohesive at all. 
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