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English
Language

1 (Reading) &
3 (Listening &
Integrated
Skills)

The graded approach is adopted for Papers 1 and 3.

Both papers are divided into three parts: Part A is compulsory; but candidates have a
choice of completing either Part B1 or Part B2.

Items ranging from ‘easy’ to ‘difficult’ are spread across the three parts of the paper:
Part B1 consists of easier items, Part B2 consists of more difficult items, while the
level of difficulty of items in Part A falls in between Parts B1 and B2.

When choosing whether to attempt Part B1 or B2, candidates should consider which
part they think they will have the best chance of completing successfully. It is
recommended that candidates decide which part they will attempt before they enter
the examination centre as NO additional time will be given to look over the entire
examination paper before the examination begins.

Candidates attempting Parts A and B1 will be able to attain as high as Level 4 in the
paper concerned. If they attempt Parts A and B2, they will be able to attain as high
as Level 5**.

Candidates must write their candidate number and stick their barcode label in the
boxes provided in the Question-Answer Book they are going to attempt.

The invigilators will collect the used Question-Answer Books together. Candidates
must fasten the two Question-Answer Books (Part A and either Part B1 or B2,
whichever was attempted) using the green tag provided. The unattempted
Question-Answer Book will be collected separately.
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English
Language

1
Reading

2
Writing

3
Listening &
Integrated Skills
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Each candidate will receive three Reading Passages booklets for Paper 1 (Part A,
Part B1 and Part B2). Enclosed inside each booklet is a Question-Answer Book
that can be pulled out from the middle of the booklet. All answers must be put in
the appropriate Question-Answer Book provided.

The colour of the Reading Passages booklet matches the colour of the Question-
Answer Book. Part A is orange, Part Bl is blue and for Part B2 it is green. The
Reading Passages booklet will not be collected at the end of the examination.

A variety of question types will be used, including multiple-choice questions and
open-ended questions.

To allow sufficient time for the collection of scripts at the end of the Paper 1
examination, there will be a 60-minute break between Paper 1 and Paper 2.

The paper is divided into two parts. In Part A there is one question, which is
compulsory. In Part B, candidates have a choice of completing one out of four
questions.  All answers must be put in the Question-Answer Book.

In Part A, candidates will be asked to complete a short, guided task of about 200
words.

In Part B, candidates will be asked to complete a longer, more open-ended task of
about 400 words.

Candidates are free to choose from any of the questions given in Part B.
Candidates should write on each line of the Question-Answer Book to avoid
unnecessary use of supplementary answer sheets.

Candidates are not allowed to use their real name in answering questions but,
unless otherwise specified, they can use an alias such as ‘Chris Wong’, ‘Mary’,
‘Peter’ etc.

Rough-work sheets will be provided for planning and drafting of ideas.

Any memorised model answers incorporated will be disregarded by markers.

For Paper 3, each candidate will receive one Question-Answer Book for the
Listening component (Part A) and two Data File booklets (Part B1 and B2) for the
integrated skills component of the paper. Enclosed in each Data File is a Question-
Answer Book that can be pulled out from the middle of the Data File booklet. All
answers must be put in the appropriate Question-Answer Book provided.

The colour of the cover page of the Question-Answer Book for Part A is orange.
The colour of the Data File matches the colour of the Question-Answer Book. Part
B1 is blue and for Part B2 it is green. The Data File will not be collected at the end
of the examination.

For the Listening component of the paper, candidates will be required to listen to
a recording that will last for about 50 minutes. In Part A, they will need to
complete a variety of listening tasks.

In Part B, candidates will be required to process information by selecting and
combining data from the recording and written sources in the Data File in order to
complete a variety of writing tasks in a practical work or study situation. At least
one of the writing tasks will require candidates to produce an extended piece of
writing.

The information necessary to complete these tasks will be provided in the
recording or the Data File.

Candidates should write on each line to avoid unnecessary use of supplementary
answer sheets.

Please refer to Section B, Part 7 for further details regarding the Listening
component of this paper.
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The paper is divided into two parts: Part A Group Interaction, and Part B Individual
Response. The time allowed for Part A is 8 minutes for a group of 4 candidates (6
minutes for a group of 3 candidates). The time allowed for Part B is 1 minute per
candidate.

The Speaking examinations will be held approximately between 5:00 pm and 8:00
pm.

Candidates must report to the reporting room supervisor in the centre at the time
specified on their admission form. If a candidate is more than 15 minutes late,
he/she will not be examined on that day and will have to apply for rescheduling.

After candidates have entered the preparation/examination room, they will not be
allowed to consult any books/notes/reference materials including those in the
drawers of examination desks in the preparation room and the examination room.
If they do not follow this instruction, they will receive a mark penalty or be
disqualified from the subject examination.

The examination procedure will be video-recorded.

Candidates can monitor the time remaining in the discussion by looking at a timer
which will be facing them. If a candidate cannot see the timer when seated in the
examination room, he/she should indicate this to the oral examiner before the start
of the examination. For detailed procedures of the examination, please see
Section B, Part 8.
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This paper is divided into two parts. Part I comprises four sections, A — D,
covering four different genres, a novel, play, film, and set of short stories
respectively. There are two questions in each section. Part Il contains eight
questions requiring comparisons of two or more of the set texts from Part 1.
Candidates must answer three questions from the paper as a whole, two from Part I
(taken from different sections) and one from Part II, which must cover those genres
you have not already covered in Part I.

This paper is divided into three sections. Candidates must choose one question
from a choice of four from section A, one question from a choice of two from section
B and one question from a choice of two from section C.

Section A carries a maximum of 20 marks per question. Each question has 2 to 3
sub-questions.

Answers to all sections must be written in the DSE(A) answer book.
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