1. Important Notes

This Handbook contains important information relating to participation in the HKDSE. Candidates are
strongly advised to familiarise themselves with the regulations, procedures and instructions provided in this
Handbook. All candidates should abide by the regulations laid down in this Handbook when taking the
examination.

Candidates should pay special attention to the following highlights regarding the 2026 HKDSE:

)

2

(&)

C))

(©))

Examination Timetable and Assessment Requirements

The written examinations of Category A subjects are scheduled to start from 8 April 2026. The Physical
Education Paper 1 examination will be shortened by 15 minutes, i.e. from 8:30 am to 10:30 am while the
Paper 2 examination will be extended to 1 hour 30 minutes. The Speaking examination of English
Language will be held from 10 March to 19 March 2026. The Practical examinations of Physical
Education and Music are scheduled for late February to late March 2026.

The assessment requirements of written examinations of all Category A subjects have been fully resumed.
For details, please refer to the Instructions for Individual Subjects under Sections A2 and E.

Contingency Arrangements

The Authority has discretion in making changes to the HKDSE examination timetable, cancellation of
the Examination and restricting participation in the Examination due to special circumstances. Please
refer to Sections 5.2 and 5.3 of the 2026 HKDSE Examination Regulations for details. All candidates
should ensure that they comply with necessary statutory requirements for sitting the HKDSE in Hong
Kong, such as applicable visa or stay conditions, etc. before the examinations. For details, please refer
to Section 5.2 of the HKDSE Examination Regulations.

Public Examinations Support System 2 (PESS2) (Applicable to normal hall centres only)

The PESS2 will be implemented at all normal hall centres in the 2026 HKDSE. Candidates sitting
examinations in normal hall centres (except the Special Room(s) for the Listening component of English
Language) are required to use their mobile phone to perform self check-in via the ‘Check-in Smart
(HKDSE)’ App after they arrive at the examination centre. Candidates should download, install and
log in to the App before going to the examination centres. Please download the ‘Check-in Smart
(HKDSE)’ App at App Store, Google Play or Huawei AppGallery and stay updated with the latest
information.

Super-late Applications for Subject Amendment or Requests for Special Examination
Arrangements (SEAs)

Any super-late requests for changes in subject entries will NOT be accepted on or after 23 March 2026
(i.e. 10 working days before the start of the first written examination on 8 April 2026). The HKEAA
will NOT provide faxed copies of question papers to wrong-centre or wrong-version candidates. No
special arrangements can be made on the spot for candidates who have registered for a wrong language
version/paper/module. For wrong-version cases, the candidate will have to work on the version of the
question papers available at the centre once he/she has read the question papers. However, the answers
can be written in the language the candidate has registered for or intended to register for. The above
deadline is also applicable to super-late requests for additional SEAs unless there are extenuating
circumstances. As for Category C subjects, any super-late requests for late entry/subject amendment
will NOT be accepted on or after 1 March 2026.

Failure to produce Admission Form and / or Identification Document

Although candidates will do self check-in via the ‘Check-in Smart (HKDSE)’ App, they are still required
to bring along the ORIGINAL of their admission form and identity card (or another valid
identification document with a photograph) for inspection at each examination session. Failure to do so
may result in their answer scripts not being accepted by the HKEAA. Please refer to the General
Instructions under Section B.
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(6) English Language Paper 1 (Reading) and Paper 3 (Listening and Integrated Skills)

There are two parts in each of these two papers.  All candidates must do Part A and then choose either
Part B1, the easier section, or Part B2, the more difficult section. Candidates must tie their Part A
question-answer book with the attempted Part B (i.e. either B1 or B2) question-answer book with the
green tag provided. Invigilators will first collect the attempted Part A + Part B1/B2 question-answer
books and then the unattempted Part B question-answer book separately. Barcode labels and candidate
numbers need NOT be put on the cover of the unattempted Part B question-answer book of English
Language Paper 1.

Note: There is a sessional break of 60 minutes between English Language Paper 1 and Paper 2.
The sessional break includes the time for script collection in Paper 1 and the preparation
time before the start of Paper 2 examination.

(7) English Language Listening Component
The English Language Listening component will be broadcast via radio/Infra-red (IR) Transmission
System/Public Address (PA) System (including USB player or computer). This information will be
indicated on the Admission Form.

For radio-broadcast centres, candidates must bring their own radio set equipped with earphones to take
the examination. Candidates assigned to centres using IR System must bring their own earphones to the
examination centre but they need not bring a radio. Candidates assigned to centres using PA System
need not bring any earphones.

The Special Room is only applicable to centres broadcasting the Listening component via radio or IR
System but NOT for centres using PA System (including USB player or computer).

(8) English Language Speaking Examination
Candidates must report to the reporting room supervisor of the assigned examination centre at the time
specified on their admission form. If a candidate is more than 15 minutes late, he/she will NOT be
examined on that day and will have to apply for rescheduling within 3 working days.

Candidates should focus on interacting with the other candidates during the group interaction. As the
individual characteristics of the examiners or other candidates including mannerisms and facial
expressions may vary, such variations are not regarded as an examination irregularity or deviation from
stipulated examination procedures. Complaints about performance being affected by the mannerisms
and facial expressions of the examiners or other candidates will NOT be entertained. In addition,
examination procedures are in place to allow all candidates a fair chance to participate in the group
interaction. In this regard, examiners will take appropriate action if they feel that any candidate is
dominating the group interaction. The marking of dominating candidates will also be handled
appropriately. Therefore, complaints about other candidates dominating the group
interaction/interruption by other candidates in the same group/interruption by the oral examiners in the
group interaction when normal procedures are being followed will NOT be entertained.

(9) Candidates’ Discipline in the Examinations

Candidates should bring their personal belongings and leave the examination room in an orderly manner
upon the announcement of ‘Dismissal of candidates’ made by the Centre Supervisor (except those who
need to stay behind for the handling of examination irregularities). Candidates are NOT allowed to take
photographs (including screen capture of the barcode label), video-record or audio-record in the
examination room (including the Reporting Room and Preparation Room for Speaking examinations and
the practical examination centre) before/during/after the examinations, or else they will receive a mark
penalty. If any photographs/videos/records are displayed electronically or publicly, the candidates
concerned will receive a subject downgrading.

Candidates must turn off their mobile phones or other electronic devices” in the examination room/after
entering the practical examination centre. [Remark: Candidates sitting the examination in normal hall
centres (except the Special Room(s) for the Listening component of English Language) should turn off
their mobile phone according to the instructions of the Centre Supervisors once they have performed self
check-in.] Candidates disobeying the instructions will receive a mark penalty, subject downgrading
or may even be disqualified from the whole examination.

* Electronic devices include, but are not limited to, tablets, mobile phones, multimedia players, electronic dictionaries, databank watches, smart
watches, wireless earphones or other wearable technologies with communication or data storage functions, etc.
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In Speaking examinations, candidates must NOT talk to other candidates (except during the group
interaction) or use an electronic device® to communicate with others or access the
internet/email/SMS/instant messaging application, etc. after entering the reporting room (i.e. in the
reporting room/preparation room/examination room/corridor/toilet) until the end of the examination.
Candidates disobeying the instructions will receive a mark penalty, subject downgrading or may even
be disqualified from the whole examination.

(10) Candidates Lodging Complaints/Reporting Irregularities
Candidates should seek help from invigilators immediately if there are any undesirable conditions at the
examination centre. They should provide specific details about the undesirable conditions encountered
(e.g. time and duration of the noise/disturbance) when lodging the complaints before they leave the
examination centre. No special consideration will be given to candidates who do not report
unsatisfactory conditions to the invigilation staff on the spot but subsequently claim that their performance
has been affected by:

¢ insufficient examination time (unless there is substantiating evidence from the examination centre)

¢ normal background noise at examination centres (e.g. from outside vehicles, normal school activities,
school bell, etc.)

¢ undesirable examination centre conditions (e.g. noise, room temperature, lighting, etc.)

¢ having no clock or not being able to view the clock in the examination centre

For the Listening component of English Language, complaints about poor reception under the following
circumstances will NOT be entertained:

¢ taking the examination in the original centre without going to the Special Room (applicable for
centres using radio and IR System only) despite having encountered reception problems
¢ possible interference from the radios or antennae of other candidates

Complaints against the precautionary measures implemented at examination centres will NOT be
entertained.

(11) Applications for Rechecking and Remarking/Appeal Review

The application deadline for rechecking and remarking for Category A and Category B subjects is 5
calendar days after the release of the examination results. Candidates should settle the required fee
within 2 calendar days after the date of submission of application. If the deadline for payment
falls on a Saturday or Sunday, it will be automatically deferred to the next Monday. School
candidates should follow the closing date for application set by their schools. Appeal review
applications in respect of the processing of examination irregularities or rechecking and remarking
process are accepted within 5 calendar days after the release of the examination results or the rechecking
and remarking results. For details, please refer to Section F.

(12) Candidates Lodging Appeals/Queries/Requests after the Examination
The 2026 HKDSE is deemed to be closed on 30 November 2026 (unless otherwise decided by the
HKEAA), after which the HKEAA will not consider or entertain any appeals, queries or requests in
relation to the examination.

* Electronic devices include, but are not limited to, tablets, mobile phones, multimedia players, electronic dictionaries, databank watches, smart
watches, wireless earphones or other wearable technologies with communication or data storage functions, etc.
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2. Examination Timetable

A/ H (2E=) 8:30 - 12:30 Visual Arts 1,2 el (—) & ()
Wednesday, 8th April
VOB JLH (Z2HArm ) 8:30 - 10:00 Chinese Language 1 (—)
Thursday, 9th April 10:45 - 13:00 Chinese Language 2 (=)
WH+H (Z8H) 8:30 - 10:00 English Language 1 (—)
Friday, 10th April 11:00 - 13:00  |English Language 2 (=)
WH+—H (Z875) #9:15 - 12:10¥  |English Language 3 (Listening and Integrated Skills) (=) (BERSEERETIHEZ)
Saturday, 11th April
WHE+=H (BH—) 8:30 - 10:45 Mathematics Compulsory Part 1 B PME Kﬁ (—)
Monday, 13th April 11:30 - 12:45  [Mathematics Compulsory Part 2 B PMES (=)
WAH+NH (E8H2) 8:30 - 10:30 Citizenship and Social Development Q}Eﬁ/ﬁiﬁ@%ﬁ
Tuesday, 14th April
WH+RH (2H#i=) 8:30 - 10:15 Ethics & Religious Studies 1 BT (—)
Wednesday, 15th April 11:00 - 12:45  |Ethics & Religious Studies 2 fRIEEBITEE (Z)
VWUH+7SH (EHHM) 8:30 - 11:00 Chemistry 1 B2 (—)
Thursday, 16th April 11:45 - 12:45 Chemistry 2 2 (2)
WHE++tH (BT 8:30 - 10:30 Design & Applied Technology 1 aeaTHEARN, (—)
Friday, 17th April 11:15-13:15  |Design & Applied Technology 2 sxsTEIEARH. (2

8:30 - 11:30 Literature in English 1 FEECEE (—)

13:30 - 15:30 Literature in English 2 JEEE ()
WAA+/\H (E8375) 8:30 - 10:30 Health Management &Social Care 1 (RS R (—)
Saturday, 18th April 11:15-13:00 _ [Health Management &Social Care 2 (R ETsI R ()
WHZ+H (E#—) 8:30 - 11:00 Biology 1 &Y (—)
Monday, 20th April 11:45-12:45  |Biology 2 £y (2
VWH—-+—H (BH#i—) 8:30 - 10:30 Chinese Literature 1 RECE (—)
Tuesday, 21st April 11:15-13:15  |Chinese Literature 2 PESCE (2

8:30 - 10:00 Technology & Living 1 RHZEA4E (—)

10:45 - 12:45  |Technology & Living 2 BHEELAE (Z)
WH—-+—H (=) 8:30 - 11:00 Physics 1 Y (—)
Wednesday, 22nd April 11:45-12:45  [Physics 2 Y (5
WH—+=H (ZHArm) 8:30-11:15 Geography 1 W (—)
Thursday, 23rd April 12:00- 13:15  |Geography 2 W (2
WWH—+H (EEH) 8:30 - 10:30 Information & Communication Technology 1 Eall e (—)
Friday, 24th April 11:15-12:45  |Information & Communication Technology 2 Al Ea R, (2
WHZF+HH (EEX) 8:30-10:30  [History 1 JEE (—)
Saturday, 25th April 11:15 - 12:45 History 2 EE (2D
WH _—+tH (EE—) 8:30 - 9:30 Business, Accounting & Financial Studies 1 ¥ -~ g BEEER (—)
Monday, 27th April 10:15 - 12:45  |Business, Accounting & Financial Studies 2 3~ GETEEEEG (2
e —+/\H (E#i—) 8:30 - 10:30 Physical Education 1 fem (—)
Tuesday, 28th April 11:15 - 12:45 Physical Education 2 By (Z)
WWHZ+hH (EHi=) 8:30 - 10:45 Chinese History 1 RS (—)
Wednesday, 29th April 11:30 - 12:50  [Chinese History 2 FEEE ()
WH=+H (ZHim) 8:30 - 11:00 Mathematics Extended Part Modules 1,2 B2 ey B (—) R (2D
Thursday, 30th April
AHZH (27 8:30 - 10:00 Tourism & Hospitality Studies 1 TRIFELERE (—)
Saturday, 2nd May 10:45 - 12:30  |Tourism & Hospitality Studies 2 JRAFELERGE ()
AHME (E#—) 8:30 - 9:30 Economics 1 & (—)
Monday, 4th May 10:15 - 12:45  |Economics 2 g (Z)
HAAH (B 8:30-10:00  [Music 1A HaE 1A
Tuesday, 5th May 10:45 - 12:15 Music 1B =4 1B
AHNH (BZ#=) Reserve %
Wednesday, 6th May

# ORI P ERAT S MR R S i 2 SUS ES B BE S S AL B 2 8 I 30 Sy BIZERASS | A (E S i %

ZAIGIEF R IEE s R F AR B4 8 B 45 Bty -

Candidates taking the Listening examination in radio-broadcast centres or centres using the Infra-red Transmission System should arrive at 8:30 am while

those taking the Listening examination in centres using the School’s Public Address System/USB player/computer should arrive at 8:45 am.

* ARSI S A

Approximate examination end time of the Listening paper

FEO20264E5 A 1 H (55808

%4t USB fRIg  EiEE

Note: 1 May 2026 (Labour Day)

ER B THIRIE BRI SR A LTSRS IR (IR

Note:  Candidates should refer to their Admission Form for the examination date and time (reporting time) for the following Subjects / Papers:
2026 #£2 H NAJE 3 H NA] 8:00 - 19:00 Physical Education — Practical By (gEER)
late February — late March 2026
2026 4= 3 H FA]ZE 3 H4A] 9:00 - 18:00 Music — Practical =% (FEES)
early March — mid-March 2026
2026 F3 HI0HZ3H 19H (EH—2EHH) 17:00 - 20:30 English Language — Speaking JRREESC ()
10 March to 19 March 2026 (Monday to Friday)
2026 4E3 H 21 H (EHIN) 9:00 - 17:30 English Language — Speaking HEREEEY (O5)
21 March 2026 (Saturday) (SEN Sessions) (EhkaEE=E A )

Candidates are expected to make themselves available for the whole examination period including the reserve examination dates specified above in case any written

examinations are rescheduled due to unforeseeable circumstances.

B HETH B B (7 s B B LAY AR el H I - B — L oRRETHE THIIE L - sl TRE G e RN R 5 5l H ST
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3. List of Services and Related Supplementary Fees

On or before 5 December 2025

$309 per application Application will normally NOT

Addition/Change of After 5 December 2025 be accepted 2a(gtzer 5 December
subjects/papers/elective $714 per subject plus subject fee 3
modules OR
Change of language |Note: Any super-late requests for changes will NOT be accepted from 23 March 2026 (i.e. 10 working days

version before the start of written examinations on 8 April 2026).  As for Category C subjects, any super-late requests

for late entry/subject amendment will NOT be accepted on or after 1 March 2026.

Rescheduling of
Speaking Examination
dates

Issue of replacement
Admission Forms
Issue of replacement
Results Notices

Before examination date: $340

After examination date: $479

$309
$309

From 1 March 2026 onwards

Within 3 working days after the
examination date (Monday to
Friday during office hours)
Late applications will NOT be
accepted
Deadline:

5 May 2026
Deadline:

31 October 2026

School Private
Applications for Candidate | Candidate
Rechecking and . Language Subject $266 $320
Remarking Rechecking - .
(see Section F, Part 3) Non-Language Subject $224 $266
Non-Language Subject $889 $1,065 Within 5 calendar days after
L Subiet the release of examination results
anguage Su)ec $1,065 $1,278
Categorv A Subiects (excluding Speaking) ’ ’ (Note: School candidates should
gory ) Remarking | Chinese Language component | $640 per $766 per | abide by the closing date set by
component | component their own schools)
English Language component | $426 per $511 per
(excluding Speaking) component | component
English Language Speaking $851 $1.024
component ’
Category B Subjects | Rechecking per subject $224 $266
Examination Irregularities $1,123 | Within 5 calendar days after the
per case release of examination results
L $1,123 | Within 5 calendar days after the
/Z%%lég?tlﬁ szsief\c;r Rechecking/Remarking Process per release of rechecking/remarking
- subject results
(see Section F, Part 4) $1.123 Within 10 calendar days after
. . ’ the scripts are made available for
Marking of Scripts su%?éct download from the online

platform

¢ For changes of personal data, private candidates should submit their applications together with relevant
supporting documents in person (or through an authorised representative who should produce a photocopy
of the candidate’s identification document for inspection) to the HKEAA Southorn Centre office on or before
15 January 2026. School candidates should apply via their schools. After verification of the related
documents, the school should forward the applications to the HKEAA for amendment. Any applications
received after the above deadline will result in the requested changes not reflected on admission forms or
Speaking examination score sheets (if applicable). Candidates should submit their applications on or before
6 July 2026 if they would like to have the requested changes updated on the Results Notice.

¢ For rescheduling of English Language Speaking examination, candidates should apply in person (or through
an authorised representative who should produce a photocopy of the candidate’s identification document for
inspection) together with the original copy of both the admission form and supporting documents. The
supplementary fee will be waived for rescheduling due to illness or timetable clash with public examinations
held by the HKEA A/internal examinations in secondary schools/speech day organised by schools approved
for participation in the HKDSE (a certification letter from the school is required). Candidates applying for
rescheduling due to illness must submit their application together with original documentary proof of their
illness for consideration of fee waiver. SEN candidates applying for rescheduling of the Speaking
examination from SEN sessions to normal sessions due to the cancellation of special examination
arrangements are required to pay the supplementary fees mentioned in the above table.

¢ For candidates with substantiated financial difficulties who are receiving financial aid, the HKEAA may
consider waiving part of the supplementary fees on a case-by-case basis. Candidates should request a fee
waiver at the time they apply for the above services. School candidates should submit their requests through
their schools.

¢ For the replacement of documents, candidates may submit their applications in person or through an
authorised representative who should produce a photocopy of the candidate’s identification document for
inspection.  School candidates should submit their applications along with a school letter.
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4. Important Dates

10

11

Deadline for Withdrawal from the 2026 HKDSE

Uploading of the ‘Handbook for Candidates’ on the
HKEAA website

Issue of Admission Forms:
- For Category A practical examinations
- For Category A written examinations

Examination Periods:

- English Language Paper 4 (Speaking)

- English Language Paper 4 (Speaking) (SEN Session)
- Written examinations (Category A subjects)

Release of Examination Results

Applications for Rechecking and Remarking for
Category A and Category B Subjects:

- Deadline for application

- Release of results

Appeal Review Applications on Examination Irregularities:
- Deadline for application
- Release of results

Appeal Review Applications on Rechecking & Remarking
Process:

- Deadline for application

- Release of results

Appeal Review Applications on Marking of Scripts:
- Deadline for application

- Release of results

Issue of Certificates

Closing of Examination

1 December 2025

Mid-December 2025

Late January 2026
Mid-February 2026

10 March — 19 March 2026
21 March 2026
8 April — 5 May 2026

15 July 2026 (tentative)

20 July 2026
12 August 2026 (tentative)

20 July 2026
Around 12 August 2026

17 August 2026
Around 21 September 2026

- 10 calendar days after the scripts are
made available for download from

the online platform
- Around late October

November, depending on the date

of application

October 2026

30 November 2026
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5. Useful Contact Information

Address

Telephone

Fax

Office
Hours

Areas of
Work &
Services
Provided

Website
Email

DSE Express

HKDSE App

HKEAA

Southorn Centre Office

School Examinations and Assessment Division
12/F, Southorn Centre

130 Hennessy Road

Wan Chai, Hong Kong

3628 8860
3628 8928

Monday to Friday

San Po Kong Office

Publications Unit

G/F, 17 Tseuk Luk Street
San Po Kong

Kowloon

3628 8263
3628 8291

8:30 am — 5:30 pm

(Closed on Saturdays, Sundays and General Holidays)

& Enquiries about the HKDSE

¢ Change of candidates’ personal or entry
data/rescheduling of Speaking examination
dates

& Re-issue of admission forms/results notices
& Issue of Letters of Certification/Statements of

& Sale of HKDSE Publications, such as
Question Papers for Category A subjects
(with marking schemes and comments on
candidates’ performance)

(Note: Sale of Publications is available at the
San Po Kong Office or the HKEAA's online

bookstore)

Results/Certifications for Entering . .

/Participation in an Examination # Issue of Letters of Certification/Statements of
Results (for non-express service
only)/Certifications for Entering/Participation
in an Examination

https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk
dse@hkeaa.edu.hk
https://blog.hkeaa.edu.hk/

HKDSE App is available for free at App Store, Google Play and
Huawei AppGallery (available in February 2026).
For details, please visit https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/app/

¢ Enquiries about the HKDSE

¢ Report of examination irregularities

# Report of noise disturbance at centres before the examination

¢ Lodging complaints

& Report of illness before an examination

Citybus Ltd. (Website: www.citybus.com.hk)
MTR Corporation Ltd. (Website: www.mtr.com.hk)

The Kowloon Motor Bus Co. (1933) Ltd. (Website: www.kmb.hk)
Tropical Cyclone Warning Signal Enquiries (Website: www.hko.gov.hk)

3628 8860

2136 8888
2881 8888
2745 4466
1878 200

6. Data Access Request under Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance

Pursuant to the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance (PDPO), candidates may apply to access their examination-related

personal data including video recordings in the Speaking examinations.

Details of applications (including the date

for destruction of examination scripts and irregularity reports of the 2026 HKDSE) will be given in the Application

Guide on

Data

Access  Request, which  will

be

available on the HKEAA  website

(www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/our services/personal data/) in early July 2026.
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