HONG KONG DIPLOMA OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

Ref: DSE/CR 3/2014
11 March 2014

HONG KONG DIPLOMA OF SECONDARY EDUCATION EXAMINATION 2014
Examination Circular No. (8) 2013/2014
2015 Examination Timetable and Date of Release of Results

1. This circular is to inform schools of the 2015 Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE)
examination schedule for Category A subjects (Annex 1) and the tentative date of release of results, and to
seek schools’ support and co-operation to ensure the smooth conduct of the examinations.

2. In drawing up the 2015 HKDSE examination schedule, consideration has been given to the school
holidays for the academic year 2014/15, the subject combination statistics for the 2013 and 2014
examinations as well as the general pattern of the 2014 examination. Consultations have also been made
with the school councils and school representatives on the Advisory Committee on Public Examinations
Administration of the HKEAA (Advisory Committee). Members of the Advisory Committee generally
supported the examination schedule.

3. The main features of the 2015 examination timetable are as follows:

(@) As the 2015 Easter school holidays will generally fall between 2 and 10 April, it will not be
possible to have the core subjects examined after the Easter break without deferring the date of
release of results to after 15 July. Hence, the core subject examinations will be split into two
periods: Chinese Language and Liberal Studies examinations from 30 March to 1 April and English
Language and Mathematics Compulsory Part examinations from 13 to 15 April. No examination is
scheduled immediately after the two periods of core subject examinations.

(b) The Chinese Language speaking examinations will be held from the second week of March to late
March with the English Language speaking examinations in late April to mid-May.

(c) For the core subjects with the largest entries, some schools will have to suspend classes so as to
provide their classrooms as examination venues. As the four core subject examinations including
the listening tests of the two language subjects will be held on weekdays, the maximum period of
possible class suspension will be increased from five to six days.

(d) For elective subjects, those with an SBA component or options requiring equating will be examined
earlier. Subjects not implementing SBA will be examined later. Science and humanities subjects
are scheduled alternately, with a view to minimising the number of candidates who have to sit
examinations on three or four consecutive days.

(e) Some smaller-entry elective subjects will be examined during the Easter break and on two days
overlapping with the English Language speaking examinations but candidates will not be allocated
to sit two examinations on the same day.

() Two examination dates have been tentatively earmarked for Design & Applied Technology,
Physical Education and Music examinations. Two or more of these subjects will be scheduled on
the same day only if there is no overlap of candidates.

4. The examination timetable for Category C (Other Languages) subjects for the November 2014 and June
2015 series is subject to confirmation by Cambridge International Examinations (CIE). The examination
dates will be announced as soon as the information becomes available.
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Dates of Release of Results

5. To cater to the needs and expectations of various stakeholders, the date for the release of results is
tentatively scheduled for Wednesday, 15 July 2015 (for Categories A and B subjects). The results
release dates for Category C subjects for the November and June series will be announced in due course.

Support from schools

6. To ensure the smooth conduct of the HKDSE examination in 2015, the cooperation and collaborative
support from all participating schools is indispensable. Schools are requested to take into account the
highlights of the 2015 examination timetable in paragraph 3 above when planning their calendars and
activities for 2014/2015.

7. Over the years, schools have been our important partners in examination administration through their
provision of invigilation staff and school premises for the conduct of examinations, which is a
requirement of schools' participation in the public examinations. In 2014, we encountered much
difficulty in securing sufficient examination centres for both written and speaking examinations. As a
result, some of your candidates have to be allocated to examination centres in districts other than their
choice of district. For the benefit of your candidates, we earnestly request your continued support by
reserving your school halls/classrooms for the conduct of the following examinations with the largest
entries:

Monday, 30 March 2015 (AM)

Chinese Language Tuesday, 31 March 2015 (AM)

Liberal Studies Wednesday, 1 April 2015 (AM)

Written examinations Monday, 13 April 2015 (AM)

English Language Tuesday, 14 April 2015 (AM)

Mathematics Compulsory Part Wednesday, 15 April 2015 (AM)

12 March — 25 March 2015 (tentative)

Chinese Language (5:00 pm — 8:30 pm)

Speaking examinations 29 April — 13 May 2015 (tentative)

English Language (5:00 pm — 8:30 pm)

8. The accommodation requirements for the 2015 Examination will be sent to schools in September 2014.
9. Principals are requested to draw the attention of their teachers and students concerned to the contents of this
circular.

MARGARET HUI (MS)
General Manager, School Examinations and Assessment Division

To: Principals of Participating Schools
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Annex 1

TIMETABLE
BRI 8:30 - 9:45 Chinese Language 1 Y (=)
Monday, 30th March 10:30 - 12:00 Chinese Language 2 BEY (2
ZEZA - PV CHEMZ ) #9:15-12:05%  |Chinese Language 3 (Listening), 5 (Integrated Skills) # [lIBFEEY (2 ) (Zmd) » (&) GEARS) #
Tuesday, 31th March
PaEl— T (R 8:30 - 10:30 Liberal Studies 1 @.ﬁ;f’ﬂl (=)
Wednesday, Ist Aprrl 11:15 - 12:30 Liberal Studies 2 iﬂlu%?f%l (=)
PUE]=FI (BT ) 8:30 - 10:00 Technology and Living 1 R4y (=)
Tuesday 7th April 10:45 - 12:45 Technology and Living 2 Bty (2D
paEp T (R EE 8:30 - 10:30 Health Management and Social Care 1 I)’éi’ilsfi@ﬁ“ﬁ Tﬁi'l@% (&)
Wednesday, th Aprrl 11:15 - 13:00 Health Management and Social Care 2 (YRR E’T fHEE (Z )
PUETJeRT (R HAPY) 8:30 - 12:30 Visual Arts 1, 2 FIREE (= ) W (Z)
Thursday 9th Apnl
PUEI BT (B 8:30 - 10:30 Chinese Literature 1 FHBs= 2 (=)
Fuday lOth April 11:15 - 13:15 Chinese Literature 2 [y s (Z)
PUEIA — I CEEYA 8:30 - 10:30 Information and Communication Technology 1 T R (- )
Saturday, 11th April 11:15 - 12:45 Information and Communication Technology 2 YR R E R ()
PaEIA 2R (R 8:30 - 10:00 English Language 1 f\'f?ﬁ'?d’ (=)
Monday 13th April 11:00 - 13:00 English Language 2 FBEY (2
DUE[ PHET (R 9:15 - 12:10% English Language 3 (Listening & Integrated Skills) WY (=) (CRERFHART)
Tuesday, 14th April
PUEIA =R (Y= ) 8:30 - 10:45 Mathematics Compulsory Part 1 g - |‘T 155 (=)
Wednesday, 15th April 11:30 - 12:45 Mathematics Compulsory Part 2 S\/ =W EE (Z2)
RN ECED) 8:30 - 11:00 Chemistry 1 (=2 (=)
Friday, 17th April 11:45 - 12:45 Chemistry 2 =2 (Z)
8:30 - 10:10 Combined Science (Chemistry) A ARIZ (P28)
PUEIA SR (R ) 8:30 - 10:30 Chinese History 1 H[rﬁy'?ﬂ' (=)
Saturday, 18th April 11:15 - 12:35 Chinese History 2 flsERp ()
PUOEIT A BT (BE- ) 8:30 - 10:30 Integrated Science 1 FERIZE (=)
Monday, 20th April 11:15 - 12:45 Integrated Science 2 HAEZE ()
8:30 - 11:00 Physics 1 Pzl (=)
11:45 - 12:45 Physics 2 PRl (2
8:30 - 10:10 Combined Science (Physics) A ARIZ (PEED
PUE A~ (RS 8:30 - 10:15 History 1 %ﬁu (=)
Tuesday, 21st April 11:00 - 12:30 History 2 (2
PAEIZ H ZF (R ) 8:30 - 11:00 Biology 1 EXZIED)
Wednesday, 22nd April 11:45 - 12:45 Biology 2 2P (Z)
8:30 - 10:10 Combined Science (Biology) A ARZ (EP)
PUET T A = IR Y 8:30 - 10:30 Design and Applied Technology 1 (Note 2) TRV RR () (ﬁf} 2)
Thursday, 23rd April 11:15 - 13:15 Design and Applied Technology 2 %}1 EENREE (2)
8:30 - 10:00 Music 1A (Note 2) EF‘} 1A (ﬁfl: 2)
10:45 - 12:15 Music 1B jFﬁ % 1B
8:30 - 10:45 Physical Education 1 (Note 2) Hgi (&) (ff 2)
11:30 - 12:45 Physical Education 2 g1 (2
PAE[Z A PUET CBHIHT) 8:30 - 9:45 Business, Accounting and Financial Studies 1 ¥ - gEEEOSERE (- )
Friday, 24th April 10:30 - 12:45 Business, Accounting and Financial Studies 2 = f{ E{‘E‘ E'd?ajﬁ%ﬁ ()
PUEIZ A Zopt (B ) 8:30 - 10:15 Ethics and Religious Studies 1
Saturday, 25th April 11:00 - 12:45 Ethics and Religious Studies 2
P4EI T A =R (B ) 8:30 - 11:00 Geography 1
Monday, 27th April 11:45 - 13:00 Geography 2
PUET A TR (R 8:30 - 11:00 Mathematics Extended Part Modules 1, 2 e Ilffm PR (=) »(Z)
Tuesday, 28th April
PHEI= A Jefl CEHH= ) 8:30 - 9:45 Tourism and Hospitality Studies 1 PR (- )
Wednesday 29th April 10:30 - 12:15 Tourism and Hospitality Studies 2 Wx“e’k’ﬁ )
PUEIZ A RT CE YD) 8:30 - 11:30 Literature in English 2 EQ :3@ = (Z)
Thursday, 30th April 13:30 - 16:00 Literature in English 1
8:30 - 10:30 Design and Applied Technology 1 (Note 2) (ff 2)
11:15 - 13:15 Design and Applied Technology 2
8:30 - 10:00 Music 1A (Note 2) ﬁ* = 2)
10:45 - 12:15 Music 1B
8:30 - 10:45 Physical Education 1 (Note 2) ﬂn =)
11:30 - 12:45 Physical Education 2
S ANEEZED) 8:30 - 9:30 Economics 1
Saturday, 2nd May 10:15 - 12:30 Economics 2
SOEIPMET (B E- Reserve
Monday, 4th May
BTN D) Reserve
Tuesday, Sth May
# “fﬂ/ E=wE *r[llﬂyT[JH"]fb]?f FT9 H+ 1557 5 Fpjgs & = FETL G =T 9 30 57

* R B B R A
Approximate exammatlon end time of the Listening & Integrated Skills papers

2015 % 4 1] 3% 6 [1(fia]19I0) : 2015 & 4 ] 4 [1(Ha) ;

2015 # 5 5] 1}

Ko R
an | tes taklng the Cantonese version of Papers 3and5 shﬁduld report at 9:15 a.m. leuIe those taking the Putonghua version should report at 9:30 a.m.

FI(S5 g0 5 2015 £ 5 F[ 25 F1({150)

3 - 6 April 2015 (Easter Holidays); 4 April 2015 (Ching Ming Festival); 1 May 2015 (Labour Day); 25 May 2015 (Buddha's Birthday)
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subjects will be scheduled on the same day only if there is no overlap of candidates.
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The 2015 exammatlon schedule is subject to the announcement of the gazetted general holidays in 2015.
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Note: Candidates should refer to their Admission Form for the examination date and time (reporting time) for the following Subjects / Papers:

2015 &F 2 FJf[iF= 3 F[ M | 8:00 - 5:30 Physical Education 3 (Practical) ‘PE?J H= Fv’ﬁ?é;%‘)

mid February — rate March 2015

2015 F 2 F[ N f0E 4 FTIRY 9:00 - 6:00 Music 2, 4B (Practical) FiEEED e CITEERS)
late February — mid April 2015

2006 F 3F[ 12 [ =3 F[25 [ (H]- =R ) 5:00 - 8:30 Chinese Language 4 (Speaking) Hl[ﬁﬁ'fﬁ«if EIERCIED)

12 March to 25 March 2015 (Monday to Friday)

2005 F 4 EF[ 29 1= 5 F[ 13 [ (K~ = K= ) 5:00 - 8:30 English Language 4 (Speaking) Y B ([ 1=%)

29 April — 13 May 2015 (Monday to Friday)






