L HKDSE

HONG KONG DIPLOMA OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

Ref: DSE/CR 3/2017
11 May 2017

HONG KONG DIPLOMA OF SECONDARY EDUCATION EXAMINATION 2017
Examination Circular No. (9) 2016/2017
2018 Examination Timetable and Date of Release of Results

1. This circular is to inform schools of the examination schedule for the 2018 Hong Kong Diploma of
Secondary Education Examination (HKDSE) and the tentative date of release of results, and to seek schools’
support and co-operation to ensure the smooth conduct of the examinations.

2. In drawing up the 2018 HKDSE examination schedule for Category A subjects (Annex 1), consideration
has been given to the school holidays for the academic year 2017/18, the subject combination statistics
for the 2016 and 2017 examinations as well as the general pattern of the 2017 examination. The main
features of the 2018 examination timetable are as follows:

(@) As the 2018 Easter public holidays will fall between 30 March and 2 April, the core subject
examinations (i.e. Chinese Language, Liberal Studies, English Language and Mathematics
Compulsory Part) will be held from 9 to 16 April after the Easter school break.

(b) The Chinese Language speaking examinations will be held from the second week to the third week
of March and the English Language speaking examinations in early May to mid-May.

(c) For the core subjects with the largest entries, some schools will have to suspend classes so as to
provide their classrooms as examination venues. While the possible class suspension could be up
to five days, the majority of schools are only required to suspend classes for one to two days.

(d) For elective subjects, those with an SBA component or options requiring equating will be examined
earlier. Subjects not implementing SBA will be examined later. Simulations of the subject
combinations have been conducted with a view to minimising the number of candidates who have
to sit examinations for two or three consecutive days.

(e) Some smaller-entry elective subjects will be examined during the Easter school break and in early
May. Although two examination dates will overlap with the English Language speaking
examinations, candidates will not be arranged to sit two examinations on the same day.

(f) Three examination dates have been tentatively earmarked for Design & Applied Technology,
Physical Education and Music examinations. Two or more of these subjects will be scheduled on
the same day only if there is no overlap of candidates.

3. The examination timetable for Category C (Other Languages) subjects for the November 2017 series is
shown in Annex 2. Please note that the June series examinations will cease to be offered with effect from
the 2018 HKDSE.

Dates of Release of Results
4. The date for the release of the 2018 Categories A and B examination results is tentatively scheduled for

Wednesday, 11 July 2018. The exact date for the release of results for the Category C November 2017
series examinations will be announced in mid-January 2018.
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Support from schools

5.

8.

To ensure the smooth conduct of the HKDSE in 2018, the cooperation and collaborative support from all
participating schools is indispensable. Schools are requested to note the highlights of the 2018
examination timetable in paragraph 2 above when planning their calendars and activities for 2017/2018.

Over the years, schools have been our important partners in examination administration through their
provision of invigilation staff and school premises for the conduct of examinations, which is a
requirement of schools' participation in the public examinations. Despite the declining candidature in
recent years, we still encountered difficulty in securing sufficient venues for written and speaking
examinations for both normal and SEN candidates. As a result, some of your candidates have to be
allocated to examination centres other than their choice of district. For the benefit of your candidates, we
earnestly request your continued support by reserving your school halls/classrooms for the conduct of
the following examinations with the largest entries:

Monday, 9 April 2018 (AM)

Chinese Language Tuesday, 10 April 2018 (AM)

Liberal Studies Wednesday, 11 April 2018 (AM )

Written examinations Friday, 13 April 2018 (AM)

English Language Saturday, 14 April 2018 (AM)

Mathematics Compulsory Part Monday, 16 April 2018 (AM)

13 March — 22 March 2018 (tentative)

Chinese Language (Mon — Fri, 5:00 pm — 8:30 pm)

Speaking examinations 2 May — 11 May 2018 (tentative)

English Language (Mon — Fri, 5:00 pm — 8:30 pm)

The accommodation requirements for the 2018 Examination will be sent to schools in September 2017.

Principals are requested to draw the attention of their teachers and students concerned to the contents of this
circular.

MARGARET HUI (MS)
General Manager, School Examinations and Assessment Division

To: Principals of Participating Schools
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2018 EF/ AP EREAFH R
Examination Timetable for 2018 HKDSE

B HA B EERLE
Date & Time Subjects to be examined
=HZ+JLHEHMN) AM Visual Arts 1,2 g (—) & (=)
Mar. 29 Thu PM
PUH=H (E#—) AM Chinese Literature 1,2 e (—) K ()
Apr. 3 Tue PM
VWWHIMH (2H=) AM Literature in English 1 / Design & Applied | 3B 0 (—) /[ HEtBERARNY: (—) &
Apr. 4 Wed Technology 1,2 (Note 2) / Music 1A & 1B | (=) G2/ T4 1A K 1B &2 / BF
(Note 2) / Physical Education 1,2 (Note 2) (—) K (=) &2
PM Literature in English 2 WEEE ()
AN HER T AM | Biology 1,2/ Combined Science (Biology) AP (—) Kk (Z) JdERE (BY)
Apr. 6 Fri PM
Vg HEHERS) AM Information & Communication Technology 1,2 Gl ERR (—) B (2D
Apr. 7 Sat PM
WHAH (2f—) AM Chinese Language 1,2 PEIFE (—) & (=)
Apr. 9 Mon PM
WHA+H (Z#=) AM | ChineseLanguage 3 (Listening and Integrated Skills) | FEEE (=) (HREEREGEEHEHZ)
Apr. 10 Tue PM
MH+—H (E#1=) AM | Liberal Studies 1,2 HEEE (—) & (2
Apr. 11 Wed PM
WH+=H (Zi7f) AM | English Language 1,2 BEEFEY (—) K (Z)
Apr. 13 Fri PM
PUHUH (EHi7N) AM | English Language 3 (Listening and Integrated Skills) | S2EsEC (=) (HREERGEEHEHZ)
Apr. 14 Sat PM
WH+7<H (Z8—) AM | Mathematics Compulsory Part 1,2 B MEER Y (—) K ()
Apr. 16 Mon PM
WH+t H (E#Z) AM Technology & Living 1,2 BH#a4E (—) K (Z)
Apr. 17 Tue PM
WH+/\H (£#=) AM | Physics 1,2 / Combined Science (Physics) YR (—) R (Z) /AR (P
Apr. 18 Wed PM
WH-+H (Z#i™) AM | Chinese History 1,2 RIS (—) & (Z)
Apr. 19 Thu PM
WA -FH(EHH) AM | Design & Applied Technology 1,2 (Note 2) / | HEHSIMEIRHE (—) R () GE2)/ &%
Apr. 20 Fri Music 1A & 1B (Note 2) / Physical | IAR IBEE2)/#E (—) K (=) 2
Education 1,2 (Note 2)
PM
WA Z+—HEH#N) AM History 1,2 FESE (—) & (=)
Apr. 21 Sat PM
WHZ+=H(EH—) AM Integrated Science 1,2 / Chemistry 1,2 /| &F&REE (—) K (Z) /B8 (—) &
Apr. 23 Mon Combined Science (Chemistry) (=) 4HERE (B2
PM
WWHZ+MHHESHZ) AM Ethics & Religious Studies 1,2 fagrgEE (—) K ()
Apr. 24 Tue PM
VJWH —+HHERIZ) AM Business, Accounting & Financial Studies 1,2 2 s gt RS (—) K (2
Apr. 25 Wed PM
VUH —+7XHCEHIU) AM | Health Management & Social Care 1,2 (RSB EEE (—) & ()
Apr. 26 Thu PM
WHZ+EHEMA) AM Geography 1,2 W (—) & (Z)
Apr. 27 Fri PM
VU —+/\H(EHI7R) AM Mathematics Extended Part Modules 1,2 B IR E Y B (—) K ()
Apr. 28 Sat PM
PWH=+HCEE—) AM | Economics 1,2 & (—) & (2
Apr. 30 Mon PM
FAZH (E#=) AM | Tourism & Hospitality Studies 1,2 JREEEE (—) K ()
May 2 Wed PM
FH=H (EH#irM)  AM | Design & Applied Technology 1,2 (Note 2) / | #&sfBAERRIR (—) & (=) GE2)/ Z4t
May 3 Thu Music 1A & 1B (Note 2) / Physical | IAR IBEE2)/#E (—) K (=) 2
Education 1,2 (Note 2)
PM
HAWH (E#FH) AM | Reserve &
May 4 Fri PM
AAAH (B#H7X) AM | Reserve & fh
May 5 Sat PM

bt PF—

Annex 1

2018 4% 3 H 30 HZE 4 H 2 H{EEHTENY) ; 2018 4 4 H 5 H(EWIEMRH) ; 2018 £ 5 7 1 H (558)Er)

30 March - 2 April 2018 (Easter Holidays); 5 April 2018 (Ching Ming Festival); 1 May 2018 (Labour Day)

S TBEARHY - 5 REERERH I - e el TS ENE » A EEF AR - mESCL ER B R 2 g 5 H A T8 -
The examination dates for Design & Applied Technology, Physical Education and Music will be finalised after the closing date of registration
and two or more subjects will be scheduled on the same day only if there is no overlap of candidates.



BFEEZH/S HE] Examination Period for Practical/Speaking Examinations

#eE (BEEHR)
Physical Education — Practical
T (HEEER)
Music — Practical
HEEE S (Csl)
Chinese Language — Speaking
FEREE S (s
English Language — Speaking

B HEA(EISE) Date of Release of Results (tentative)

A 2018 7 H 11 H
Around 11 July 2018

2018 4% 2 A H) % 3 AN

mid-February — late March 2018

2018 F- 2 H TMHJZ 4 A 4]

late February — mid-April 2018

2018 4F 3 H 13 = 22 H(ZEH—E 2 HIH) (L7E)

13 — 22 March 2018 (Monday to Friday) (tentative)
201845 H 2 HE 5 H 11 H(ZH— 2 2HT) (IE)
2 May — 11 May 2018 (Monday to Friday) (tentative)



Annex 2

Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination 2018
Category C (Other Languages) Subjects (November 2017 Series)
Examination Timetable

All six Category C (Other Languages) subjects will be offered in the November 2017
examination. As announced by Cambridge International Examinations (CIE), the
examination timetable for the November 2017 series is as follows:

Date of Examination Subject/Paper Examination Time
3 October 2017 (Tuesday) Hindi 3 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm
y Urdu 3 P P
. French 2
13 October 2017 (Friday) 8:30 am to 10:15 am
German 2
16 October 2017 (Monday) Spanish 2 8:30 am to 10:15 am
. French 3 8:30 am to 10:00 am
20 October 2017 (Friday)
Japanese 2 8:30 am to 10:15 am
23 October 2017 (Monday) Hindi 2 1:00 pm to 2:45 pm
Y Urdu 2 SUPMIOSASP
German 3
25 October 2017 (Wednesday) 8:30 am to 10:00 am
Japanese 3
7 November 2017 (Tuesday) Spanish 3 8:30 am to 10:00 am

The speaking examinations of these subjects will be held between 7 and 22 October 2017.
The results for November 2017 series will be released in late January 2018.

(Note: The June series examinations will cease to be offered with effect from the 2018
HKDSE.)



