Ref : DSE/OP 5/2013
18 September 2012

To: Principals of HKDSE participating schools
Dear Principal
Examination Accommodation for 2013 HKDSE
In May 2012, schools were informed of the 2013 composite timetable for the Hong Kong
Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE) Examination and the Hong Kong Advanced Level
Examination (HKALE) via General Examination Circular No. (6) 2011/2012. To cater to the
specific needs of 2013, we appealed to all participating schools for their cooperation and
collaborative support in reserving their school halls/classrooms for the conduct of the 2013
examinations.
Schools have been our much valued partners in examination administration over the years,
through their provision of invigilation staff and school premises for the conduct of examinations,
which is a requirement of schools’ participation in the public examinations. In order to provide
candidates with a suitable environment for public examinations and to meet the objective of
administering quality examinations, the following guidelines regarding the provision of
examination venues have been adopted:
(a)

Examination venues are defined as:
(i)
(ii)

School hall or gymnasium, and the areas within 2 metres outside its entrance;
Classrooms and the corridor outside the classrooms on that floor. This is
applicable to both written and speaking examinations.

(b)

There should be sufficient lighting and ventilation and air-conditioning, as far as
possible, to shield off external noise disturbance and maintain a comfortable
temperature.

(c)

Only candidates and invigilation staff are allowed to enter the examination venues,
except with the permission of the centre supervisor.

Based on our projection of examination accommodation requirements for 2013 (Appendix),
we have drawn up a provisional accommodation schedule for the HKDSE Examination as follows:
(a) Written examinations
In anticipation of the acute shortage of accommodation for the HKDSE core subjects, i.e.
Chinese Language, English Language, Mathematics (Compulsory Part) and Liberal Studies
(CEML), your kind cooperation is sought by making your school halls available on the
examination days for these subjects so that we can arrange for candidates to sit their
examinations in the same centre as far as possible. At the same time, we will make our best
effort to minimise the number of schools that have to be closed for the HKDSE core subject
examinations.

