
 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
2016 HKDSE Examination Fee Adjustment 

 
 
The examination fees for the 2016 Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination 

(HKDSE) are published in the gazette by the government today (15 May 2015). The 

examination fees, which were frozen for two consecutive years in 2014 and 2015, will be 

adjusted upwards by 2% in 2016. 

 
In determining the level of fee adjustment, the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment 

Authority (HKEAA) Council took into consideration factors such as the Authority’s overall 

financial position, the costs and resources required for examination operations, the inflation rate 

as well as the affordability of the examination fees for parents.   

 
The 2016 HKDSE examination fees are as follows:  

 

Subject Fee  

Language subjects HK$578 

Other subjects HK$386 
  

Initial Fee (applicable to private candidates only) HK$444 

 

 

With an increase of HK$11 to the examination fee for language subjects and HK$8 to other 

subjects, the total examination fee for a typical S6 student taking six subjects, including two 

language and four non-language subjects, will be HK$2,700 in the 2016 HKDSE. 

 

As an independent and self-financing statutory organisation without recurrent subvention from 

the government, the HKEAA derives its income essentially from examination fees. However, 

such income will be adversely affected by the continuous drop in candidature over the coming 

few years. At the same time, the HKEAA is also facing great challenges and financial strains in 

meeting the ever growing demands for examination services for candidates with special 

educational needs and other examination-related services. We will continue to explore 

measures to enhance efficiency, increase revenue, and reduce expenditure. The HKEAA will 

continue its efforts to provide quality examination and assessment services in the most cost-

effective way. 

 
 
 
 



  

 
To ensure that all eligible students can register for the HKDSE, those having financial difficulties 

can apply for examination fee remission from the Working Family and Student Financial 

Assistance Agency. In the 2015 HKDSE, about 11,000 candidates were granted full 

examination fee remission while about 9,300 candidates were granted half examination fee 

remission. 

 
 

- End - 
 
 
Date: 15 May 2015 


