PRESS RELEASE
Revised Examination Timetable and Streamlining of
Public Examination and School-based Assessment for 2021 HKDSE
Due to the extended class suspension which has adversely affected the learning and teaching
for the student cohort sitting the 2021 Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination
(HKDSE), the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA) announced today
(1 September 2020) a number of one-off contingency measures and streamlining of assessment
frameworks for the 2021 HKDSE.
Approved by the Public Examinations Board, the 2021 HKDSE Category A subjects written
examinations will be deferred to between 23 April and 17 May 2021 and the examination
timetable compressed to cope with the unpredictable development of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The HKEAA targets to release the 2021 HKDSE results on 21 July 2021. Please refer to the
latest Timetable for details.
The HKEAA has also drawn up a reserve examination timetable in case the written examinations
cannot be held as scheduled due to a worsening pandemic. According to the reserve timetable,
the written examinations will commence on 3 June 2021 and the results will be released by
31 August 2021.
Meanwhile, except for Mathematics, the assessment frameworks of 23 Category A subjects have
been revised for the 2021 HKDSE, with a view to freeing up learning time and providing more
flexibility for teachers and students. Some assessment tasks that require face-to-face contacts,
need to be completed in school or require intensive individual teacher guidance have been
cancelled or streamlined. The speaking examinations of both Chinese Language and English
Language will be cancelled, and the practical examinations of Physical Education and Music will
be streamlined and scheduled for mid February to mid April next year.
The School-based Assessment of nine subjects have been cancelled and five subjects have
been streamlined. The written examination requirements of nine subjects, such as the total
number of questions to be attempted, the number of compulsory and optional questions, etc.
have been revised.
As a result of the above changes, the subject weighting of the remaining papers/parts will be
adjusted, and the examination time of some papers will be shortened.

In addition, the Assessment Schemes of some Category B Applied Learning subjects would be
modified where necessary. The speaking and written examinations of Category C subjects will
be held in October 2020 according to the published schedule of the Cambridge Assessment
International Education.
Details of the changes to the 2021 HKDSE are available in the school circular concerned.
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