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Registration statistics of the
Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination 2012

The Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA) released today the
registration statistics for the first Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE)
Examination. A total of 72,876 candidates, consisting of 71,762 school candidates and
1,114 private candidates, have registered for the 2012 HKDSE Examination.

Three categories of subjects are offered in the 2012 HKDSE (Category A: 24 New Senior
Secondary subjects; Category B: 30 Applied Learning subjects; and Category C: six Other
Language subjects). Under the New Senior Secondary (NSS) Curriculum, school
candidates have to take four core subjects: Chinese Language, English Language,
Mathematics and Liberal Studies, and a maximum of four elective subjects.

The candidature for each core subject is around 72,000. English Language has the largest
candidature with 72,186 candidates; 71,945 candidates have registered for Liberal Studies
while 5,291 and 265 candidates have registered for the Category B and C subjects
respectively.

Among the NSS elective subjects, Economics has the largest entry with 21,897 candidates,
followed by Chemistry with 17,634 entries, Business, Accounting and Financial Studies with
17,526 entries and Biology with 17,463 entries.

In addition to the four core subjects, over 90 percent of the school candidates registered for
two to three elective subjects. About 46,000 school candidates (64%) take two elective
subjects while 19,000 school candidates (27%) take three elective subjects.

Mr Stephen Hui, Chairman of the Public Examinations Board of the HKEAA, said, “The
subject combinations of students show that the new curriculum is more flexible, which
allows students to choose subjects across different key learning areas that suit their
interests and abilities. Students can give full play to their talents and potentials under the
new curriculum.”
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The HKDSE examinations will start in late March next year. In order to familiarise teachers
and students with the format and requirements of the HKDSE examinations, the HKEAA will
provide a set of practice papers and marking schemes for the 24 NSS subjects. These
practice papers will be delivered to participating schools between 4 and 16 January 2012.
Schools can make use of these papers to help students practise for the examinations.

The Secretary General of the HKEAA, Dr Tong Chong-sze, said, “For better understanding
and monitoring of the standards of the candidates, students’ answer scripts will be collected
from 18 to 20 schools and assessed by the HKEAA. The HKEAA will then provide feedback
to schools about the general performance of students. Briefing sessions will be held in
February 2012 for teachers of the 24 NSS subjects to discuss the assessment criteria of the
practice papers, the performance of students and the common mistakes they made. The
practice papers and marking schemes will also be uploaded to the HKEAA website in
February 2012.”

To enhance the quality and efficiency of marking, onscreen marking will be adopted for
18 HKDSE subijects, which amount to about 90 percent of the answer scripts. Moreover,
double-marking (each script being marked independently by two markers) will be used for
more papers and the Oral Recording System will be implemented for the speaking
examinations to ensure the quality and standard of the assessments.

The HKEAA estimates that about 5,800 markers (with 4,600 for onscreen marking) are
required for the marking of the HKDSE and Hong Kong Advanced Level examinations in
2012. In addition, 750 oral examiners will be appointed for the HKALE and 1,200 for the

HKDSE examination. The recruitment commenced in late November and the deadline for
applications is 10 December 2011.
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1. #HF L
Candidature
11 9 U
Number of candidates entered
Y FIiss i
School Private
. . Total
candidates candidates
R EL
FIEE _ 71,587 1,109 72,696
Category A subjects
TOEER[E!
HEIE _ 5,291 0 5,291
Category B subjects
TR E[
”Eﬂ , 258 7 265
Category C subjects
EY - B (5 RTH)
Total number of candidates 71,762 1,114 72,876
(all categories)

1.2 Pl AP AR

Distribution of male and female candidates in different categories

pi& Male (%)

¥ 4+ Female (%)

FISER[E! Category A subjects

36,284 (49.9%)

36,412 (50.1%)

"GYER[E! Category B subjects

2,348 (44.4%)

2,943 (55.6%)

/%% E ! Category C subjects

105 (39.6%)

160 (60.4%)

NEY - B (5 3

Total number of candidates

(all categories)

36,379 (49.9%)

36,497 (50.1%)




2. FIEE: 24 Waﬁﬁ FIE[E!

Category A : 24 New Senior Secondary subjects

2.1 ¥

Number of candidates entered

= T R[E! FhEY L Fiiss A
Key Learning Subjects School Private Total
Areas candidates | candidates
1= =2 AN
HiE ”Fld} idd Hl[ﬁ&luﬂdf Chinese Language 71,052 476 71,528
Chinese
Language Fl1< 2 Chinese Literature 3,082 10 3,092
Education
#[ﬁﬁlnl:l y? j’l \[—:J‘ H
Y English Language 71,503 683 72,186
English f
Language ) ) )
_ HFY 2 Literature in English 453 1 454
Education
e b G )
Mathematics Mathematics | Compulsory part 55,484 312 55,796
Education Only
AEHIT R
Compulsory part + 7,747 72 7,819
Module 1
Compulsory part + 8,269 107 8,376
Module 2
g Total 71,500 491 71,991
IEJH%?&?’SFTJJ Liberal Studies 71,475 470 71,945
&~ TTirFﬁb k H@ﬁ”ﬁiﬂl Chinese History 8,510 87 8,597
<3 ;"?"sr?] ey~ Economics 21,754 143 21,897
Personal, [GEIES=Na
. IH? . _ 884 20 904
Social and Ethics and Religious Studies
Humanities #5%Fl Geography 14,009 47 14,056
Education TRl History 7,038 50 7,088
F?ﬁi?‘?ﬁ"rﬂj
4,038 20 4,058

Tourism and Hospitality Studies




fi[%ﬁ%‘&?] 4 %1 Biology 17,361 102 17,463
Science (=2 Chemistry 17,534 100 17,634
Education Pr£!l Physics 15,595 96 15,691
: _ _ 7,914 19 7,933
R 2 Combined Science
Science %F’—‘,f_l?
_ 312 1 313
Integrated Science
Rl 0¥ - RS
Technology Business, Accounting and Financial 17,419 107 17,526
Education Studies
AETE N R
e _ 821 0 821
Design and Applied Technology
T
Health Management and Social 918 21 939
Care
NPT
Information and Communication 8,205 18 8,223
Technology
SEE S
ft N 381 0 381
Technology and Living
Z;fgr“w?&?] fq%ﬂé Music 240 240
Arts Education | s 2% Visual Arts 4,501 4,510
il
Physical FE‘,TJJ Physical Education 695 8 703
Education
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Subject combinations of school candidates

FHYLHL (%)

No. of School candidates (%)

4 Y RIET + 1 EER
4 core subjects + 1 elective subject

5,404 (7.53%)

4 firg-RIET + 2 [WE SR E]
4 core subjects + 2 elective subjects

45,905 (63.97%)

4 [y =RIET + 3 SR

4 core subjects + 3 elective subjects

19,414 (27.05%)

4 firg-RIET + 4 [WEfSR[E]
4 core subjects + 4 elective subjects

151 (0.21%)
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Remark: Core subjects include Chinese Language, English Language, Mathematics and
Liberal Studies; elective subjects include Category A, B and C subjects.
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Category B: Applied Learning subjects

BY

Number of candidates entered

SR S WY 8
Areas of Studies Subjects No. of candidates
’ J ARSI
R @rﬁ%m“u . . . 516
Services Hospitality Services in Practice
{[V#EE Hotel Operations 601
[ ﬁﬂ,;ﬂ (= Western Cuisine 704
TEEITRE R E [
Pyl =5 | 66
Events Plannlng and Operation
Spd Ry =
=T 199
Child Development and Care
X ks
N 425
Fundamental Cosmetology




E(Uﬁl?ﬁ"?’f 74175 Image Design 576
Creative Studies 1| aye fﬁ#,?ﬁ | 120
Innovative Product Design
AREFEEEE 20
Jewellery Arts and Design
e e
Commercial Comic Art
GBI B
R | | 200
Multimedia Entertainment Studies
e 50
Introduction to Theatre Arts
St PR - S IR ER o
el SRR 68
Taking a Chance on Dance
¥ - BT T AT "
Ty Marketing in Global Trade
Business, HI'J‘{FE'IE'J’FﬂE e 973
Management and Law | Practical Accounting for SMEs
FEL RS "
Understanding Financial Services
%EEE]S',S‘K\J |
ik » 128
Purchasing and Merchandising
Retail Management
SRR M 7
F/H%;F]%EF:L I$ 81
Understanding Hong Kong Law
TR FLASRA R 03
Applied Science Fundamental Health Care
L L o6
Health and Beauty Keeping in TCM
PSR ETT
@‘ b El177; ' 186
Health Care Practice
SETEPIR] 25 S a
PRI | 37
Exercise Science and Health Fitness
SETE R e

Sports Coaching and Management




1A Tkl 8 -
Media and Film and Video Studies
Communication YR ERANE 15[ 41
Infotainment Production
Radio Host and Programme Production
B RVES: A CHIE[$: Automotive Technology 61
Engineering and i 228 Aviation Studies 210
Production o g
Building Facilities Engineering
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Remar For Category B subjects, assessment will be undertaken by course providers.
After moderation by the HKEAA, the final results will be recorded on the HKDSE
certificate.

4. T E P FF;“:IE'
Category C: Other Language subjects

## * g Number of candidates entered

R[E! FraEs Friss RE

Subjects School candidates Private candidates Total
¥ French 92 1 93
i;,?ﬁ German 3 0 3
Ji*FJE.F, Hindi 10 0 10
El% Japanese 141 5 146
17=r & i Spanish 7 1 8
F&#iE Urdu 5 0 5






