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Introduction of Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination
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About HKDSE
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Widely recognised both locally and internationally, the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education
Examination (HKDSE) is a credential preparing students for multiple pathways. In Hong Kong, students will
take the HKDSE upon completion of a full-time three-year senior secondary curriculum. Candidates who

have attained the required results will be awarded the HKDSE certificate.
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Registration for HKDSE

HREZH Entry Qualifications

B4 School Candidates
o EAENCUEHUAESINERE SRS 2 s EER EE T 7S

Bona fide Secondary 6 students of registered schools approved for participation in the HKDSE

® AR FEAM AL FER
Studying at the registered address of the schools

H1{&4: Private Candidates
BENFE MIEHF—THREE - fIEEBES SR
A person may enter for the HKDSE as a private candidate provided he/she has satisfied one of the following

requirements:

® HEESURHE  BUHEER - 5
Sat the previous HKDSE or an equivalent examination, or
o [UEHAEN 1A 1HEE B2 195K @ 5
Reached the age of 19 by 1 January in the respective examination year, or
® JEEECEHIE - HRNFHERECEBRIEAEEER TN ZIRE
Completed or is currently pursuing a non-HKDSE curriculum equivalent to Secondary 6 in the

respective examination year
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Special Examination Arrangements
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HKEAA provides special examination arrangements (SEA) for candidates with special needs and disabilities.
Candidates with specific learning disabilities, physical, visual, aural, oral or other disabilities may apply for
special examination arrangements. We will ensure that candidates with special needs are equitably

assessed under suitable conditions without having an unfair advantage over other candidates.

EHEEHEA Application

B4 School Candidates

® H[AEEFEERINER 9 HiE » BRI HEF RN AL FHY9 H)
Submit the applications in September two years before the examination year via their schools (i.e. in
September of the S5 school year)

E{&4 Private Candidates
® HNEHEE R —FER B HANIEL S

Submit applications during the application period in the year preceding the examination

FrnlPE el Z2HEEE]E Details of SEA
https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/Candidates/special needs candidates/hkdse.html



https://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/Candidates/special_needs_candidates/hkdse.html
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HKDSE Subjects
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The HKDSE comprises three categories of subjects:

FHXE Category A :
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24 senior secondary subjects (4 core subjects including Chinese Language, English Language, Mathematics,
Liberal Studies and 20 elective subjects)

ZXH CategoryB :
JEFEERH
Applied Learning subjects

% Category C :
HArsE ST E © A ~ 1858 ~ ENHhE ~ PEDESF R RS R AEE

Other Language subjects: French, German, H|nd|, Japanese, Spanish and Urdu Languages

#FEAHE Subject Combinations

o —ME » SUBRSFE A GHE UERZ LRE KW 2 = (EEEER H
In general, HKDSE candidates would take four core subjects plus two to three elective subjects

® HRRL T\ B —RIWVHEEN PR MR F B AR - e
FEERH s HAE SR E
Candidates may take up to a maximum of eight subjects and one of the subjects chosen must come
from the Category A: Ethics and Religious Studies/ Music/ Physical Education/ Visual Arts, Category B:
Applied Learning subjects or Category C: Other Language subjects

EE R H &R EEE Details of HKDSE subjects
www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/hkdse/assessment/subject information/



http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/tc/hkdse/assessment/subject_information/
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Assessment of HKDSE Subjects

EH&E Category A : S FLH Senior Secondary Subjects

SAZIZ SR GGRIE SGaHETES () Bl (FHZRAT) HilE

The assessment is conducted according to the Curriculum and Assessment Guide and the Assessment
Framework of the respective subjects
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Moderation Committees of the subJect/paper concerned, appointed by the HKEAA, are responsible for

the development of question papers and marking schemes

BEASEAZ School-based Assessment
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School-based Assessment (SBA) refers to assessments administered in schools and marked by the
students' own teachers. SBA scores awarded will count towards students' public assessment results
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SBA emphasises the assessment of a wide range of abilities which offers a comprehensive appraisal of
students' performance. By integrating learning and teaching with assessment, it helps students
understand their strengths and weaknesses through quality feedback from teachers. SBA also reduces
dependence on the results of public examinations and boosts students' confidence and motivation to
learn and enhances autonomous learning

F 2019 FECBEGEE - A 14 (R HEARATHX

SBA will be implemented in 14 Category A subjects from the 2019 HKDSE



Z3H CategoryB : FEFHEEFR}H Applied Learning (ApL) Subjects
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Assessing students' knowledge, understanding and skills related to a particular profession or trade.
ApL Chinese (for non-Chinese speaking students) is introduced to provide an additional channel
exclusively for non-Chinese speaking students to obtain an alternative Chinese Language qualification
to prepare them for further studies and work

AEAFES - SHX AR E AR

No public examination and the assessments are conducted by the respective course providers

B4 NGRKE N REE - R OB EEE FIERHR

After moderation by the HKEAA, student's ApL results are recorded on the HKDSE certificate

X Category C : HAEE=RIH Other Language Subjects

N8 R H B AR ~ fEEE - EIHGE » YA RE B R ERGE

Six language subjects including French, German, Hindi, Japanese, Spanish and Urdu Languages

PR Bl fE R EE BRI el (RIRG IR Y S AR AR el s

Question papers of the Advanced Subsidiary level from Cambridge Assessment International Education
(Cambridge International) are used for the examinations

46 S PAR b RIRE R R R B

Marking and grading are conducted by Cambridge International
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The Reporting System

EH&E Category A : S FLH Senior Secondary Subjects

s R R E R - BRI/ E2 IR SR HIE - SERH 20— G e HERLE - (R
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The HKEAA is responsible for the grading of Category A subjects and Standards-referenced reporting is
adopted to report candidates' assessment results with reference to a set of explicit and fixed
standards of performance
BRI T EER(1—5 SRS » DU 5 i s - 1555 5 B4 iR BR &
aF Ry 5**ER 5 PR RIERE Sy 5* 4R ¢ HERIVRIIFES S &)
Candidates' performance is reported in five levels (1 —5), with 5 being the highest. The highest-
achieving level 5 candidates are awarded level 5**; the next highest-achieving level 5 candidates are
awarded level 5* and the remaining level 5 candidates receive simply level 5
REURNEE 1 RAVKEE R " A Tabsk - WA S E FIEH
Performance below the level 1 standard for a subject is designated as 'Unclassified'. This will not be
reported on the certificate

5 | ES5ShEsEH - ERRERELETR S KRR 5*

Level 5 is the highest level. Candidates with the best performance in level 5

will be awarded 5**, the next top level 5 candidates will be awarded 5*

=N W s

fEREE 1 4RI T ARFEEER
Candidates who are not able to attain level 1 will be labeled as ‘Unclassified’
=4 F AR BRI DA A (E 24 ERR Candidates’ performance in Category A subjects is reported in five levels




Z3H CategoryB : FEFHEEFR}H Applied Learning (ApL) Subjects

® [RIEMSEE P CGRIZGREERA MM - JERE SR H U = (EF R R R - B T ERIR
BUEE(ID - T ERIERD) , K "ERE
Except for ApL Chinese (for non-Chinese speaking students), three levels of performance are reported
including Attained with Distinction (II), Attained with Distinction (I) and Attained

PIEE Category C : HAEESRIH Other Language Subjects

® AT (a-e) M UEAEE LIEH - Dl e Shi(R » a Sfviws » 1M e SL NHYEER
BFFI Ry TR TRk o WA S LR
Results are reported in five grades (a-e) on the HKDSE certificate, with grade e being the lowest and
grade a being the highest. Achievement below grade e is designated as 'Ungraded' and is not reported
on the HKDSE certificate
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Recognition of the HKDSE

B EZ%ERBER Local Tertiary Institutions
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Candidates taking the HKDSE have to attain a minimum of level 3 for Chinese Language and English
Language and level 2 for Mathematics Compulsory Part and Liberal Studies (i.e. “3322"), in order to meet
the minimum requirements necessary to apply for the 4-year undergraduate programmes offered by the
University Grants Committee funded institutions. Apart from the four core subjects, institutions will also

set the requirements for one or two elective subjects, and other admission requirements.

TEINSZERER Overseas Higher Education Institutions
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The HKDSE is well recognised both locally and globally. Hundreds of higher education institutions from the

Mainland China, Taiwan and overseas accept the HKDSE results for admission.

EREE] Qualifications Framework Level
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The HKDSE is recognised under the Qualifications Framework (QF) in Hong Kong as meeting the
accreditation standards at QF Level 3. It is common in Hong Kong that employers will set job requirements
with reference to results in the HKDSE. The Civil Service Bureau of the Hong Kong SAR Government also

accepts the results in the HKDSE for civil service appointment purpose.
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BNEEE

Qualifications Framework Level

FEARRE S =RV E K
Meeting the accreditation standards at Level

3 of Qualifications Framework in Hong Kong

PN

N #&zh HKDSE

BINEERURL

Overseas Higher Education Institutions

N RN SN St o
Hundreds of overseas institutions
recognising the HKDSE

= F R

Local Tertiary Institutions

oPRIRE « FRRE - BT

T3 R %&%ﬂ% 13322,

Chinese Language, English Language,

Mathematics Compulsory Part and
Liberal Studies subjects at “3322”
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Public Examinations Information Centre

BEEE Telephone : (852) 3628 8860

HEH Fax : (852) 3628 8928
BES  Email . dse@hkeaa.edu.hk
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