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Introduction

b))

In the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education (HKDSE) Examination,
standards-referenced reporting (SRR) is adopted to report candidates' assessment
results.What this means is that for a given subject, candidates' levels of performance
are reported with reference to a set of explicit and fixed standards of performance.

SRR is not a new approach in public examinations in Hong Kong. It has been in
use for the subjects of Chinese Language and English Language in the Hong Kong
Certificate of Education (HKCE) Examination since 2007.This step was undertaken
in response to demands that results should be reported with reference to
standards that are internationally recognised, transparent, explicit, and that remain
constant over time.

To cater for the SRR approach, the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority
(HKEAA) has established a grading system which aims to maintain standards between
successive years and inter-subject comparability within the same year.

The purpose of this booklet is to explain the rationale, approaches and key features
of the grading procedures and the SRR approach. The HKEAA will review the
grading mechanism and the SRR approach in the light of experience from the first
administration of the HKDSE Examination in 2012. Schools will be informed of any
changes with an adequate period of notice.
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") The reporting system
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There are three categories of HKDSE subjects: Categories A,B and C.

Category A subjects

The HKEAA is responsible for the grading of all Category A subjects.
Candidate performance will be reported on the HKDSE certificate at five
levels (1-5), with 5 being the highest. The highest-achieving Level 5 candidates
will be awarded Level 5%F ; the next highest-achieving Level 5 candidates will
be awarded Level 5% and the remaining Level 5 candidates will receive simply
Level 5. Performance below the Level | standard for a subject will be designated as
'Unclassified'. This will not be reported on the certificate.

Category B subjects

The assessment of Category B Applied Learning subjects will be undertaken by
the organisations providing relevant courses (course providers). After moderation
by the HKEAA, the final results will be recorded on the HKDSE certificate. The
results will be reported at two levels: 'Attained' and 'Attained with Distinction'.
Performance below 'Attained" will be designated as 'Unattained'. This will not be
reported on the certificate.

Category C subjects

Category C subjects comprise six other language subjects at Advanced Subsidiary
(AS) level. Question papers will be set and the marking and grading will be
conducted by Cambridge International Examinations (CIE). Results will be reported
in five grades (A-E) on the HKDSE certificate, with grade E being the lowest
and grade A being the highest. Achievements below grade E will be designated as
'Ungraded'. This will not be reported on the certificate.
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Special arrangements for individual subjects

Chinese Language and English Language

In addition to the overall subject level, candidates' performance in individual
components (e.g. Reading) will also be reported. Performance below the Level |
standard for individual components will be designated as 'Unclassified'. Candidates
whose performance is designated as 'Unclassified' in some components but who
achieve Level | or above at subject level will have all component and subject
levels reported on the HKDSE certificate. However, if the subject level is below
Level I, neither the subject level nor individual component levels will be reported
on the certificate.

In English Language, Paper | Reading and Paper 3 Listening and Integrated Skills
both comprise a compulsory section and a section where candidates can choose
between an easier or a more difficult option. Candidates attempting the more
difficult option can attain up to Level 5%* in the relevant component, while those
who attempt the easier option can only attain up to Level 4.

Mathematics

A candidate may take the Compulsory Part only or take both the Compulsory Part
and one of the two modules in the Extended Part. The results of the Compulsory
Part and the Extended Part will be reported separately.

Combined Science

The overall subject level will be reported, as well as the levels for the two chosen
components (Biology, Chemistry, or Physics). Candidates whose performance is
designated as 'Unclassified' in one component but who achieve Level | or above at
the subject level will have all component and subject levels reported on the HKDSE
certificate. However, if the subject level is below Level I, neither the subject level
nor individual component levels will be reported on the certificate.
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") Level descriptors
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Under the standards-referenced reporting system, a set of descriptors is written
for each subject to describe what a candidate performing at a given level is typically
able to do. The principle used in preparing these descriptors is to describe the
achievements that candidates are able to demonstrate in positive terms and to
avoid describing what candidates cannot achieve.

By their nature, these descriptors represent 'on-average' statements, and may
not precisely describe the actual performance of individual candidates. A given
candidate may demonstrate, across the examination papers for a single subject,
some elements of performance that are characteristic of more than one level. The
assessment process that is applied within each subject aggregates and combines
such variation to derive a final result that provides a 'best fit' between a given
candidate's performance and a level descriptor.

In addition to the subject level descriptors, a set of generic descriptors has been
developed to provide an overall brief description of the performance standards of
candidates at different levels across subjects (Table |).The generic descriptors encompass
the major learning outcomes that are common across subjects, including knowledge
and understanding of the curriculum, the ability to apply concepts and skills, higher
order abilities such as interpretation, analysis, synthesis and evaluation, and the ability to
communicate.

The descriptors for individual subjects were developed by a working group that
comprised members from different sectors, including officers from the Curriculum
Development Institute (CDI), school principals, secondary school teachers, and
university subject experts. Close reference was made to samples of the actual
performances of candidates in previous public examinations and in the pilot tests
which used the HKDSE sample papers. The development of level descriptors was
completed in 2009 and they were published in the 'Standards-referenced Reporting
Information Packages', together with samples of student work that illustrate the
relevant standards.

Use of level descriptors

Level descriptors are important sources of reference for subject experts to make
judgments in grading, standards setting and maintenance. For details, please refer to
sections 4 to 6.

The level descriptors also facilitate learning and teaching. Students can make use
of the descriptors to set their goals and assess their learning progress. Teachers
also know explicitly what they have to do to assist students to achieve a higher
level of performance.

Moreover, the level descriptors are useful for other users, such as tertiary
institutions or employers, in enabling them to better understand what candidates at
different levels of performance can do in order for them to make more appropriate
selection decisions.
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Further information about grading procedures and standards-referenced reporting
can be obtained from the HKEAA website at

WN/EE — SRR FEK T2 RREERNFES  ABEETERAE
www.hkeaa.edu.hk

Enquiries can be directed to:
MBEEH - BEAE

Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority
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Address #t3iE : 13/F, Southorn Centre, 130 Hennessy Road,Wan Chai, Hong Kong
EREFHEFE—B=TRBEPLT=8

Tel &5 : (852) 3628 8860

Fax B E : (852) 3628 8928

Email S#  : dse@hkeaa.edu.hk








