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Degree Programme 

Does your University/College accept the 
HKCEE and HKALE for admission to your 
University/College? 

Yes, for admission to the BA and BFA programs. 

What are the entry requirements for a 
student with HKCEE and HKALE 
qualifications entering your 
University/College? 

For BA and BFA, the following documentation is required for final 
enrollment. The required admission documentation is listed below:  
 
A. Freshman 

- Hong Kong Certificate of Education Examination (showing at 
least 5 subjects passed) 

 
B. Transfer 

- Hong Kong Advanced Level Examination 
 
Applicants must submit an official transcript/ mark sheet from last high 
school/ secondary school attended, showing all years of the student’s 
grades.  
If a student is currently enrolled in school, in-progress transcripts/ mark 
sheets through the junior year (11th grade or equivalent) will be sufficient 
for initial admission review. Prior to enrollment, SCAD must receive 
proof of completion of the high school/ secondary school program (or for 
home-schooled applicants, correspondence school or other accredited 
private home school).  
 
The Hong Kong Certificate of Education Examination (Form V) 
completed with at least five subject areas passed is the equivalent of a 
diploma from a U.S. high school. All transcripts/ mark sheets must be in 
English or accompanied by a certified English translation.  
A certificate of General Educational Development from the American 
Council of Education is considered equivalent to a diploma from a U.S. 
high school.  
 
For applicants from countries other than the United States, SCAD uses 
the standards established by the National Association of Foreign 
Student Advisors and the American Association of Collegiate Registrars 
and Admissions Officers to determine the equivalent academic 
achievement.  
 

Do students with HKCEE and HKALE 
qualifications have to sit an entrance 
examination to enter your 
University/College? 

No, they do not.  

Is there a language proficiency test that 
students with HKCEE and HKALE 
qualifications wishing to enter your 
University/College must take? 

Yes, in some cases, additional language proficiency testing is required.  

Is there a standard on an international 
English scale that students with HKCEE 
and HKALE qualifications wishing to enter 
your University/College must reach? 

Applicants must demonstrate English proficiency by providing official 
minimum scores on one of the following: 
 
1. Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) minimum 

scores: 
a. 550 on the paper-based test 

 



 

b. 85 on the Internet-based test with minimum subject scores of:
i. 23 speaking 
ii. 24 writing 
iii. 20 listening 
iv. 18 reading 

2. International English Language Testing System (IELTS) 
minimum score of at least 6.5 

3. American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages 
(ACTFL), “high advanced” score on the writing proficiency portion 
of the test and “advanced” score on the oral portion.  

4. Scholar Aptitude Test (SAT) minimum score of at least 500 on the 
critical reading portion. 

 
Applicants who meet or exceed all other SCAD admission requirements, 
but do not demonstrate English proficiency through minimum TOEFL, 
IELTS, ACTFL or SAT scores, may be admitted to the SCAD English as 
a Second Language (ESL) program. These students must take a SCAD 
English language proficiency test to be placed in the appropriate level of 
ESL. Student must satisfactorily complete the ESL program through 
Level IV prior to advancing into any academic course of study at SCAD 
and must continue taking ESL through satisfactory completion of Level 
VI.  
 

Are there any other tests that students 
with HKCEE and HKALE qualifications 
wishing to enter your University/College 
must take? When must they be taken? 

This varies depending on student citizenship.  

Is there an entry quota that applies to 
students with HKCEE and HKALE 
qualifications wishing to enter your 
University/College? 

No, there is not. 

Where can information be obtained on 
fees and other charges for students with 
HKCEE and HKALE qualifications wishing 
to enter your University/College? 

www.scad.edu/cost 

Is consideration given to factors other than 
examination performance for overseas 
students wishing to apply for entry to your 
University/College? 

Yes, we consider a number of factors.  

Does your University/College accept the 
International Baccalaureate? 

Yes, for admission to BA and BFA programs.  

Does your University/College accept 
students if they are under the age of 18 at 
the time of commencing studies? 

In some cases, students under 18 may be accepted for the BA or BFA 
programs.  
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