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Degree/ Diploma Programme 

Does your University/College accept the 
HKCEE and HKALE for admission to your 
University/College? 

Yes 

What are the entry requirements for a 
student with HKCEE and HKALE 
qualifications entering your 
University/College? 

For all degrees except *Medicine and **Veterinary 

Medicine, we recognise a one grade difference between HKALE’s and 
GCE A’ Levels and also between HKCEE’s and GCSE’s. So, we 
equate: 

A @ A’ Level/GCSE = B @ HKALE/HKCEE 

B @ A’ Level/GCSE = C @ HKALE/HKCEE 

C @ A’ Level/GCSE = D @ HKALE/HKCEE 

A* GCSE = A HKCEE 

Please check our prospectus for detailed grade and subject 
requirements for each degree programme, making the afore-mentioned 
grade conversion.  

*For Medicine, the HKEAA minimum entry requirements are the same 
as for GCE: AAA plus grade B at AS-level (in specific subjects as 
stated in the prospectus). 

**For Veterinary Medicine, the HKEAA minimum entry requirements are 
BBB (in specific subjects as stated in prospectus). 

University prospectus: 

www.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate  

For further information for Hong Kong students, please see: 
www.ed.ac.uk/studying/international/country/asia/hongkong/  

Do students with HKCEE and HKALE 
qualifications have to sit an entrance 
examination to enter your 
University/College? 

No 

Is there a language proficiency test that 
students with HKCEE and HKALE 
qualifications wishing to enter your 
University/College must take? 

No  

Is there a standard on an international 
English scale that students with HKCEE 
and HKALE qualifications wishing to enter 
your University/College must reach? 

Minimum grades for: 

the College of Humanities and Social Science & the College of 
Science and Engineering  

HKCEE English language examination (post 2007): Level 3 

HKCEE English language examination (pre-2007): Grade C 

HKALE AS Use of English: D 

IELTS: 6.5 overall with at least 5.5 in each component (academic 
module). 

TOEFL: 580(paper), 237 (computer), 92 (internet) 

GCSE/IGCSE: C 

Cambridge ESOL Certificate of Advanced English (CAE): A 

Cambridge ESOL Certificate of Proficiency in English (CPE): C 

British Institutes’ English Diploma: Level C1 

 

http://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/undergraduate
http://www.ed.ac.uk/studying/international/country/asia/hongkong/


 

Minimum grades for the College of Medicine and Veterinary 
Medicine* 

* with the exception of BSc Medical Sciences which has the same 
requirements as degree programmes in the other colleges. 

HKCEE English language examination (from 2007 on): Level 4 

HKCEE English language examination (pre-2007): Grade B 

HKALE Use of English: B 

IELTS: 7.0 overall with at least 6.5 in each component (academic 
module). 

TOEFL: 600(paper), 250 (computer), 100(internet) 

GCSE/IGCSE: C (except Medicine – B) 

Cambridge ESOL Certificate of Advanced English (CAE): A 

Cambridge ESOL Certificate of Proficiency in English (CPE): C 

British Institutes’ English Diploma: Level C1 

Are there any other tests that students 
with HKCEE and HKALE qualifications 
wishing to enter your University/College 
must take? When must they be taken? 

Medicine: UKCAT must be taken before application is submitted. 

Is there an entry quota that applies to 
students with HKCEE and HKALE 
qualifications wishing to enter your 
University/College? 

No 

Where can information be obtained on 
fees and other charges for students with 
HKCEE and HKALE qualifications wishing 
to enter your University/College? 

Fees: www.registry.ed.ac.uk/Fees/UGFees.htm  

Living costs: www.international.ed.ac.uk/finances/est_cost.html  

Scholarships: www.scholarships.ed.ac.uk/  

Is consideration given to factors other than 
examination performance for overseas 
students wishing to apply for entry to your 
University/College? 

The primary consideration is given to a student’s academic profile 
which covers all levels of academic achievement including the results 
at HKCEE and the predicted or achieved grades at HKALE. 

The UCAS personal statement and academic reference are taken into 
consideration if the minimum academic entry requirements have been 
met.  

For professional degrees such as medicine and veterinary medicine, it 
is crucial to provide insight into relevant work experience and career 
exploration.  

For entry to Fine Art a portfolio must be submitted.  

Entry to teacher training will require an interview. 

Does your University/College accept the 
International Baccalaureate? 

Yes – our requirements are printed in our prospectus and on our 
website:  

www.ed.ac.uk/studying/international/country/asia/hong-
kong/baccalaureate  

Does your University/College accept 
students if they are under the age of 18 at 
the time of commencing studies? 

Yes. There is no minimum age requirement for entry to undergraduate 
programmes. 
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