
 
Paper 1 B   

 

Q. 1, 2, 8, 11 



Question 
Number 

Performance in General 

1 Well answered 
2 Fair 
8 Well answered  
11 Fair  







Well answered.  

 

50% of the candidates scored full marks in this question.   

 

Often mixed up the degree of elasticity of ligaments with 
that of tendons. 

 

Not aware the presence of cartilages at the two ends of 
long bones. 

 









Fair.  

Most candidates were aware that osmosis is involved, 

many failed to link this up with support of plant. 

Many failed to use the term ‘flaccid’, but used 

‘plasmolysed’ instead.  













(a) Well answered.  

(c) (i) Well answered.  

(ii) Well answered.   

(b) Good. Many candidates wrongly thought that the      

      relationship between bacterium A and plant X was   

      competition or commensalism. Spelling mistakes were  

      common.  

(d) Satisfactory. 75% of candidates correctly predicted the  

      impact of global warming on the native plant community.  

      However, only 38% provided a proper explanation by  

      stating the effect of the change in the population of bacteria  

      A or B on the enhanced growth of plant X.  



















11. Fair performance. The question was structured as two parts:  

(1) assessing the formation of lymph and its circulation  

(2) Whether the claims about lymphatic drainage are scientifically 

valid  

(1) Fair performance. 16% of candidates got full marks. They are 

weak at giving accurate descriptions about the formation of 

tissue fluid and lymph. Many did not realize the formation of the 

tissue fluid by the high blood pressure of the capillary bed at the 

arteriole end. Instead, they wrongly thought that it was due to 

diffusion. Some mixed up the terms ‘blood’, ‘tissue fluid’ and 

‘lymph’. Some did not mention whether the fluid movement is 

taking place at the arteriole end or the venous end of the capillary 

network. Some did not mention that the lymph will return to 

heart eventually. 



(2) Poor performance.  

 

30% of candidates provided relevant biological knowledge to 

support their judgements about the claim of improving lymph 

circulation. Many candidates simply stated it was difficult to find 

the lymph vessels.  

 

Even fewer candidates provided arguments for the claim of losing 

body weight. Some simply mentioned that it was necessary  to 

reduce energy input to reduce body weight. Some mentioned 

reasons without citing any biological knowledge to support their 

arguments. 



Marks awarded for effective 
communication 

Percentage of candidates 

0 36 

1 30 

2 18 

3 7 

11. Candidates were generally weak in selecting relevant 

information and organizing their ideas to provide sound and 

logical arguments regarding the validity of the claims. 

11. 9% of candidates did not attempt this question. Some 

should pay attention to their time management.  



 
 
 

Thanks. 
 


