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As a well-trusted examination services provider in Hong Kong, it is crucial for the Authority to
ensure integrity by upholding international standards and maintaining the highest quality for every
component of the examination system.

HERFZRKENER
Upholding Standards and Quality of Examinations

AEERERX Examination Paper Quality Audit
BERARAESNEREEZ - —WEF - HE To ensure the quality of examination papers in publicexaminations,
Eﬁlﬁéfé EITRAFAREZEZ - BFHRER/N as in previous years we conducted an annual Examination Paper

AN ARSESHEEEZENRTIEZ  BET Quality Audit (EPQA) exercise after releasing the results of the
FARENEEMHEE - RMILEBHECEE public examinations. The HKEAA team of experts analysed
2 CURR) M EZ LR B MOEREEE - and reviewed statistical indicators such as reliability and item
VA RRZIEMEE X A8 etz 00 il iR R R A B R difficulties for all examination papers. In-depth analyses of the
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four core subjects and four elective subjects of the Hong Kong Diploma
of Secondary Education (HKDSE), as well as Putonghua papers in
the Language Proficiency Assessment for Teachers (LPAT) were also
conducted. The results of the EPQA serve as important references for

future assessment design as well as item writing.

External Vetting

To enhance the quality and international recognition of the HKDSE,
samples of candidates’ work from the 2015 examinations were
sent to Cambridge International Examinations (CIE) for peer review.
The objective of this exercise was to obtain professional feedback
on the quality of the question papers and marking schemes, as
well as on the grading standards of the HKDSE. Five subjects with
English-version scripts and a candidature of more than 6,000 were
analysed in this exercise.

Comments from the external examiners and reports from CIE were
considered by the Standards Committee, relevant Subject Committees
and the Public Examinations Board. Generally, the marking and
grading standards of the HKDSE were fairly well aligned with those
adopted in the CIE A level examination.

Research Projects

During the year, we continued to conduct various research projects
related to stakeholders’ understanding of the HKDSE English Language
level descriptors, the maintenance of grading standards in the HKDSE
Chemistry examination, the standards-setting in Applied Learning
(ApL) subjects in the HKDSE, the use of assessment data to enhance
teaching and learning, as well as the accuracy of school predictions
of students’ levels in the core subjects of the HKDSE examinations. In
2016, we also conducted a simulation study on the effect of the new

assessment framework of HKDSE Chinese Language on grading.
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Quality Assurance Framework Review

Since the inception of the HKDSE, a Quality Assurance (QA) Framework
has been formulated to ensure that robust and rigorous quality
assurance practices are in place and are strictly observed throughout
every stage of examination development and administration. While
best practices and procedures are applied and continually enhanced
in the HKDSE, the Authority has also reviewed the QA Framework
as part of its continuous improvement process. The revised QA
Framework was implemented in the 2016 HKDSE, and details were
published on the HKEAA website in August 2016.

On top of this, an independent consultant has been
commissioned to monitor the implementation of the revised QA
Framework within the 2017 examination cycle. They will also
provide a professional and objective evaluation of the revised
QA Framework and give recommendations on any changes which

the Authority may wish to consider in the light of international

best practices.
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An independent consultant to provide
/ a professional evaluation of the revised
J QA framework
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REIAKER
Raising Assessment Literacy
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Launch of The Management of Public
Examinations: 101 Questions and Answers

To help promote assessment literacy to the public and share
professional knowledge and expertise in examination management
with the education community, in January 2016 we published The
Management of Public Examinations: 101 Questions and Answers.
Authored by Dr Thomas Cheung, the former Director of Development
and Educational Assessment, this book provides a wealth of materials
on the inner workings and best practices of public examinations

administration.

Two seminars were also held at the Hong Kong Central Library to provide
a platform for interactive discussion with the author. Approximately
100 participants from the field of educational assessment and the

school community attended the event.

Over 400 copies of the publication were provided to secondary schools,
local and overseas tertiary education institutions, and public libraries
upon the release. As a useful practice-oriented guide for education
policy planners, school leaders and teachers, the book is also available
for sale at the HKEAA online bookstore and major bookstores in

Hong Kong.
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Book launch of The Management of Public Examinations: 101 Questions and Answers
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Quality Assessment Management
Accreditation Scheme

The Quality Assessment Management Accreditation Scheme (QAMAS)
has moved into its ninth year in 2016 and continues to foster
assessment literacy and quality of examination administration in the
school community. Altogether 88 primary and secondary schools were
recognised by the Authority this year for their commitment to ensuring
professional management of examinations and assessment at schools.
Since 2007, over 100 schools have joined the QAMAS.

Assessment Quality-assurance Platform

This year the Authority has enhanced the Assessment Quality-
assurance Platform (AQP) to encourage school teachers to conduct
post-exam data analysis. The AQP user manual was also redesigned to
better assist first-time users.

The AQP has been developed to provide teachers with analytics of
their students’ performance, which will in turn help improve feedback

given to students and enhance the quality of test items.

In 2016, the first joint-school mathematics item bank among 48
primary schools under the Hong Kong Catholic Diocese was set up,
covering more than 2,000 items of varying levels of difficulty. AQP
refreshment courses were also arranged for teachers.

The award ceremony of 2016 Quality Assessment Management Accreditation
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Assessment Literacy Training

Based on the feedback collected in the 2014/15 Assessment Literacy
Training (ALT) Programme, a refined version of the ALT was introduced
in 2015/2016 for secondary school teachers. The major assessment
principles and practices adopted in the HKDSE were used as the
context for this programme, covering three main areas, namely Quality
Assurance in Public Assessment, Grading Principles and Mechanism,

as well as Assessment for Learning.

A total of 15 sessions were conducted from January to June 2016.
More than 150 secondary school teachers attended the sessions and

shared their experiences and good practices in assessment.

Assessment literacy training was conducted in October 2016 for
tutors of the Course Providers of HKDSE Category B ApL subjects.
Topics discussed in the training included design principles and modes
of assessment, assessment planning and strategies for scoring

performance using appropriate assessment tools.

The Authority also conducted training for other professional bodies.
A workshop on the assessment of writing and speaking was held
in January 2016, for around 40 English Language teaching staff of
the Vocational Training Council. A 10-session assessment course was
also conducted for 20 secondary school teachers from October to
December, enabling them to acquire a deeper understanding of key

areas of English Language testing.

Additionally, we organised an assessment literacy training workshop
for the Hong Kong Police College in December 2016. Police officers
involved in designing, developing and implementing assessments could
reflect on issues regarding effective implementation of recruitment

and promotion tests and examinations.
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