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More than 68,000 candidates entered the Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination
(HKDSE) in 2016. Among these candidates, over 57,000 were school candidates from 494 secondary
schools while around 11,000 were private candidates. The results were released on 13 July 2016,
as scheduled.
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Examination Administration
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Examination centres were set up in 399 schools, occupying 397 halls
and 1,348 classrooms. There were more than 13,500 invigilator-
sessions for the examinations and the arrangements were made
possible with the kind support of participating schools, teachers
and staff members. The majority of invigilation staff members were
supplied by the participating schools while around 8% of them were
external invigilators hired by the HKEAA.

We have continued to use the Public Examinations Communication
and Support System (PECSS), the Attendance and Script Tracking
System (ASTS) and the Oral Recording System (ORS) to facilitate the
administration of the examinations. The PECSS was used in all hall
centres including the centres for candidates with special educational
needs (SEN). This not only increased efficiency and accuracy in tracking
the attendance of candidates and their answer scripts, but it also
further strengthened support for our centre supervisors, enhanced

communication with the examination centres and expedited handling

of examination irregularities.
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To ensure effective application of information technology in
examination administration, the Authority conducted a trial run of
the PECSS, ASTS and ORS in selected examination centres before
the live examinations. It also arranged briefing sessions and training
workshops for oral examiners, invigilation staff, school administrators
and IT technicians.

An Infra-red (IR) Transmission System was also installed in 67 school
halls that had poor radio reception to enhance the broadcast quality
of the listening components. In the 2016 HKDSE, 55 out of 297 school
halls used the IR system to relay the listening components of the
English Language and Chinese Language examinations.

Since the 2016 HKDSE, we have fully implemented the use of
USB drives to replace CDs for the storage of listening examination
audio recordings in all special centres and examination centres with
the IR system.
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The Public Examinations Communication and Support System (PECSS) enabled real-time communication and strengthened support
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MREMETER

Statistics for the HKDSE
WEAH
No. of candidates 73,074 82,283 79,572 74,131 68,128
entered
_BER
ks . 71,745 71,168 66,576 62,199 57,127
school candidates
- B8
Q.{ = . 1,329 11,115 12,996 11,932 11,001
private candidates
[
BEANE . 72,620 81,355 78,400 72,859 66,874
No. of candidates sat
pie =
AUSEE (F3) 395*H 397*H 403*H 398*H 397*H
No. of exam centres
. 2,141*C 2,363*C 2,269*C 2,179*C 1,348*C
(written exams)
RIE @ AR (CatA): 24 FE (CatA): 24 FME (CatA):24 FJE (CatA):24 F4R (CatA): 24
No. of subjects Z¥A (CatB): 30 Z¥F (CatB):35 CZ%f (CatB):35 %8 (CatB):37 <8 (CatB): 36
offered P (CatC: 6 ¥ (CatC:6 M (CatC):6 M (CatCr:6 XA (CatC):6
EEEB AR (ER)
No. of
. . 16,429 17,408 16,246 14,996 13,596
invigilator-sessions
(written exams)
M58 /MEEAS
(#:)
No. of markers/ 4,540 4,960 5,144 5,084 4,858
marking assistants
(written exams)
EEMNE(ER)
No. of scripts 1,091,000 1,148,700 1,078,400 998,800 910,800
(written exams)
* H: & (Halls)
* C: 22 ZE (Classrooms)
| ]
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Special Examination Arrangements
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The HKEAA strives to ensure that every candidate is assessed in a
fair and impartial manner. For the 2016 HKDSE, the Authority made
special examination arrangements (SEA) for around 2,050 SEN
candidates. Seventy-one schools were designated as home-centres
for candidates with SEN in written examinations. Forty-eight schools
also served as home cum district centres to accommodate their
own and other candidates who required similar arrangements in
the same district. Meanwhile, 41 special centres were set up to

serve other SEN candidates.

Over the years, the Authority has worked together with schools,
teachers, the Education Bureau (EDB) and relevant experts to improve

examination services for an increasing number of SEN candidates.

Two new arrangements were introduced for candidates with Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and aural disabilities starting from the 2016
HKDSE. Plain text labels/descriptions were provided to 90 candidates
with ASD in questions that involved high-level comprehension/
interpretation of cartoons or complicated pictures in Liberal Studies,
Chinese History and/or History examinations, while 139 candidates
with aural disabilities were given prolonged and/or additional pauses

in the listening components of language subjects.

To keep schools, candidates, parents and the community abreast of
our services for candidates with SEN, we have launched a dedicated
webpage with regular updates on the details of different SEAs.
Promotional leaflets have also been distributed to students and

parents via schools.
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Written descriptions were provided to
candidates with Autism Spectrum Disorder in
question papers with complicated pictures
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BRIZHZEREEN
Statistics for the SEAs

I

BHLERHIZ AR T LN 1,056 1,208 1,595 1,746 2,047
No. of candidates with SEAs approved

ER: 15 EE Ok
sl 6 B 67 84 110 133 160
No. of SEN centres for written exams!

=5 Azt
FrRlEZEE (AHR) ‘ T v " > v
No. of SEN centres for speaking exams
FRTFBHFFZHALHOTEABBLE -
Summary of headcounts for major types of SEAs:

2P| =t 2 2 HE 2
%%J;ﬁ 22T 847 1,135 1,522 1,689 2,002
Special centre arrangements?2

iE P
A 493 776 1,067 1,273 1,624
Extra time allowance (ETA)3

R B R R
e TE}]? Hx 217 351 490 551 619
Supervised breaks

FRINRELE  HRIRE S BR
iniijﬁuestEj;EJa&i“ [%ﬁj ]no of special 182 239 305 336 413

s =l e [199] [281] [339] [364] [542]
question papers in brackets]

F Rl B RE AR o[ 45 i B B
?fifl an?wir Lifif&[toili?i]s ecial 89 134 146 153 150

> _ (OEE 217] [327] [336] [324] [317]
answer sheets in brackets]

sz =2k
e 42 68 86 95 127
Use of screen reader
7 B BIE L R A E 400 AR/ - o5
Plain text labels/descriptions for ASD candidates
PaNkvi /AL EIE

e A T 96 101 105 82 82
Exemption from component/part of an exam
it

1 BERERHES - RIRRIMES (B 2014 F &) FIFEHS
2 BIEERAFGETESAT/ B OF A Z L -
3 BT EARELE RIEERFBIF/ S IEEX FIRIES P R R R /SR Z )2 TR o
¢ BIEEE - M BT RTE - PDFEEIE A/ S 18E F A/ FFETTRIEAHE
5 BIIETTARESREREITEEM MK BTTEBM - X IRTGAF/ 2 2 R FE R EREH -
Notes :

7 Includes home-centres, district centres (starting from 2014) and special centres.
2 Includes candidates who sat written and/or speaking exams in SEN centres.
3 Includes ETA in written exams and/or prolonged pauses and/or additional pauses in listening components of language subjects.
4 Includes single-sided, enlarged, braille, ivory-colour, PDF format and/or specific font-size and word- and line- spacing question papers.
> Includes single line answer sheets with darker colour, enlarged single line answer sheets, Chinese graph papers and/or MC answer sheets.

'/ ___________' |

29



30

R & KRR
Marking and Grading
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The 2016 HKDSE marks the fifth year of the examination. With the
experience gained over the past few years and further enhancements put
in place, the marking of over 910,000 answer scripts of candidates as well
as the mark processing and grading went smoothly, as scheduled.

Standards maintenance was carried out to ensure that examination
results were comparable across different years. Reference was made
to the standards in the 2012 to 2015 examinations as illustrated in
the library scripts and relevant examination statistics. Expert panel
meetings for the grading of both core and elective subjects were held
in June 2016.

Assessment Centres

With the closure of the Fortress Hill Assessment Centre in late 2016,
a new on-campus Assessment Centre in Ho Man Tin (Pui Ching
Middle School) was established during the year. This centre houses
62 workstations in total and, similar to all other assessment centres in
different areas, it was open daily during the HKDSE marking period.

In addition to the four full-scale assessment centres, there are also eight
on-campus assessment centres, providing about 1,400 workstations
for markers. Our strategy of providing assessment centres situated
in school campuses has proven to be cost-effective and sufficient for
marking purposes. Some on-campus assessment centres are often

fully booked during peak hours in the afternoon and evening sessions

on weekdays.

RIEZREFZH O
More on-campus assessment centres
opened
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School-based Assessment
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In the 2016 HKDSE, SBA was administered in 12 Category A subjects
to enhance the validity of the public assessment. Marks of three
core subjects (Chinese Language, English Language and Liberal
Studies) and nine elective subjects (Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Science,
Chinese History, History, Information and Communication Technology,
Design and Applied Technology, and Visual Arts) awarded by subject
teachers were counted towards students’ results in the HKDSE.

An online SBA mark submission system was available to schools,
facilitating secure and timely submission of SBA marks and student
work samples to the HKEAA. Fifteen SBA supervisors and 247 district
coordinators appointed by the HKEAA were able to access the marks
and work samples in the system. They could then comment on the
marking standards and support school teachers in conducting SBA for

individual subjects.

In the 2016 HKDSE, a few schools submitted reports on suspected
cases of serious plagiarism to the HKEAA for follow-up after the
completion of mark submissions in secondary six. After thorough
investigation and deliberation by the Standing Committee, three
candidates were confirmed to have committed serious plagiarism.
The cases were presented to the PEB and a penalty was subsequently
imposed on the candidates in accordance with the Board'’s guidelines

on handling examination irregularities.
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Continual Renewal
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Chinese Language

As a result of the review of the New Academic Structure (NAS)
curriculum and assessment, a new Chinese Language Paper 3
(Listening and Integrated Skills) was launched in the 2016 HKDSE
to replace Paper 3 (Listening) and Paper 5 (Integrated Skills) of
previous examinations. Accompanying this change, standards were
realigned for the Listening and Integrated Skills component of Chinese
Language in the 2016 HKDSE. The entire grading process went
smoothly and positive feedback was received regarding the results of
the subject.

Liberal Studies

The Independent Enquiry Study (IES) component of Liberal Studies was
revised to include a structured-enquiry approach with clear guidelines
for candidates on how to conduct the IES. Further streamlining of
the IES assessment was carried out and the assessment framework
was modified accordingly. These changes had been implemented in
schools with effect from the 2014/15 school year at secondary four
level in preparation for the 2017 HKDSE.

School-based Assessment

In the NAS Medium-term Review, it was decided that, with effect from
the 2019 HKDSE, SBA would be rolled out for Chinese Literature,
Literature in English, Health Management and Social Care, and
Technology and Living. The updated versions of the SBA Teachers’
Handbooks for these four subjects were posted on the HKEAA website
in September 2016. To facilitate their preparation, schools can also
join an optional trial of SBA in the 2018 HKDSE. Throughout the year,
we also held briefing and training sessions for teachers.

Applied Learning

Starting from the 2014/15 academic year, leading to the 2017
HKDSE, two Applied Learning (ApL) Chinese subjects were
offered to non-Chinese speaking students. Expert judgment will be
adopted for the grading of these two subjects and we will continue
to use the existing two levels for ApL subjects, i.e. ‘Attained’ and
‘Attained with Distinction’, for reporting students’ performance.
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Recognition of HKDSE
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New UCAS Tariff for HKDSE

The Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS) in the
United Kingdom (UK) confirmed the new UCAS Tariff for the HKDSE in
mid-2016. In line with the results of benchmarking studies conducted
in 2009 and 2012, the new UCAS Tariff has continued to indicate
a high level of confidence in the standards of the HKDSE.

Level 5** in 23 Category A Senior Secondary subjects, is awarded
the highest possible 56 points, which is the same as the new Tariff
for grade A* in GCE A level. Level 3 in the HKDSE is awarded 16
points, comparable to grade E in GCE A level. With specific reference
to Mathematics, which carries a unique structure comprising the
Compulsory Part and the Extended Part, the Tariff of each component
is awarded separately. Level 5** in the Compulsory Part and the
Extended Part of Mathematics are awarded 28 points each, which
means that candidates taking both parts of Mathematics can achieve

tariff points that are on par with other HKDSE Category A subjects.

A media briefing was held in June 2016 to announce the new UCAS
Tariff awarded to the HKDSE, with which the understanding of the
academic achievements of the senior secondary graduates of Hong
Kong was further enhanced. Starting from September 2017, a number
of universities and colleges in the UK will admit HKDSE holders with

reference to the new UCAS Tariff points achieved.

Multiple pathways for senior secondary graduates
The number of mainland universities that directly admit HKDSE holders
has increased to 90 in the 2017/18 academic year. In 2016, under the
Scheme for Admission of Hong Kong Students to Mainland higher
education institutions, nearly 1,400 senior secondary students with
HKDSE qualifications were admitted and exempted from taking the
Joint Entrance Examinations for Universities in the Mainland.

HKDSE graduates can also apply to some 150 universities in Taiwan.
Around 1,050 Hong Kong students were admitted to undergraduate

programmes there in 2016.
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Moreover, to keep representatives of overseas education bodies
abreast of the development and the recognition of the HKDSE,
an information seminar was held in August 2016. Around 30
overseas education consultants representing education institutions
in Australia, Canada, Ireland, Japan and the UK joined us to gain
the latest updates of the 2016 HKDSE results.

During the year, we also took part in education fairs and seminars
organised by the Ministry of Education of the PRC, the British Council,
as well as the Association for Study in Japan Support (HK) to promote
the HKDSE to non-local higher education institutions. Mrs Christina
Lee, Director of Public Examinations of the Authority presented the
recent development of the HKDSE to over 80 representatives of
Japanese universities via a video-conference seminar held in Tokyo.

By the end of 2016, 250 overseas institutions and universities
confirmed their HKDSE results for admission with their general entry

requirements published on the Authority's website.
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Mrs Christina Lee, Director of Public
Examinations (middle), presented the
recent developments of the HKDSE to over
80 representatives of Japanese universities
via a video conference



	香港中學文憑考試 HKDSE
	考試行政 Examination Administration
	特別考試安排 Special Examination Arrangements
	閱卷及評級 Marking and Grading
	校本評核 School-based Assessment
	持續優化 Continual Renewal
	文憑試資歷認可 Recognition of HKDSE




